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DESCRIPTION 


CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

XUNALTERED XORIGINALSITE 
A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

~h~ mainhouse a t  Belmont is an a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  f i v e - > a r t  Fede ra l  mansion 
wi th  notably  handsome propor t ions  and d e t a i l i n g .  The house is i n  a  good s t a t e  cf 
prese rva t ion ,  and except  f o r  modif ica t ions  made during a 1907 remodeling and moderni- 
za t ion ,  the bu i ld ing  remains e s s e n t i a l l y  unchanged from i t s  o r i g i n a l  appearance. The 
dominant f e a t u r e  o f  the composition is the c e n t e r  s e c t i o n ,  a f ive-bay ,  two-story 
s t r u c t u r e  some f i f t y - s e v e n  f e e t  i n  l eng th .  It is  covered by a g a b l e  roof wi th  
modi l l ion  co rn ices  and i n t e r i o r  end chimneys. The c e n t e r  bay is t r e a t e d  a s  a r e l a -
t i v e l y  wide pedimented pav i l ion .  The openings i n  t h e  p a v i l i o n  c o n s i s t  of a l u n e t t e  
i n  the pediment; a f i n e  Pa l l ad ian  window on the  second f l o o r ,  w i t h  s tone  l i n t e l s  and 
i n t e r s e c t i n g  t r a c e r y ;  and a double doorway on the  f i r s t  f l o o r  f l anked  by s i d e l i g h t s  
and topped by an excep t iona l ly  l a r g e  f a n l i g h t .  S h e l t e r i n g  t h e  e n t r a n c e  is a r e f i n e d  
t e t r a s t y l e  po r t i co  wftti f l u t e d  Doric co'lumns, modi l l ion  co rn ice ,  and a f r i e z e  ornamented 
with a l t e r n a t i n g  geometric pa t te rns :  The rest  of  t h e  facade open ings '  have s ix-over-s  i x  
sash  and a r e  topped by s tone  l i n t e l s  w i th  keystones.  

Flanking the  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  a re  three-bay hyphens wi th  round-arch windows con ta in ing  
i n t e r s e c t i n g  t r ace ry .  The hyphens o r i g i n a l l y  had f l a t  roofs  but  were g iven  gable  
roofs  dur ing  t h e  1907 remodeling. Connected t o  the hyphens a r e  three-bay ,  gable-roofed 
te rminal  wings. Each of these  wings o r i g i n a l l y  had fou r  bays, but  du r ing  t h e  1907 
remodeling, t h e  c e n t e r  two bays were incorpora ted  i n t o  the p resen t  s ing le -bay  p a v i l i o n  
topped by an open-tympanum pediment. The wings'  concre te  l i n t e l s  were a l s o  added then;  
the  o r i g i n a l  l i n t e l s  were b r i ck .  The 1907 remodeling f u r t h e r  inc luded t h e  conversion 
of the k i t chen  wing t o  t h e  west i n t o  a  gues t  s u i t e  and t h e  o f f i c e  and schoolroom wing 
on the e a s t  i n t o  a l i b r a r y .  

A l l  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  wa l l s  of  the house a r e  l a i d  i n  excep t iona l ly  handsome Flemish bond 
with narrow tooled  j o i n t s .  The brickwork su rv ives  i n  an e x c e l l e n t ' s t a t e  o f  p re se rva t ion .  
The p resen t  roof covering throughout i s  s l a t e .  Old photographs show a standing-seam 
metal roo f f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  covering was wood sh ing le s .  

The cen te r  s k c t i o n  of the  house was o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  wi th  a  T  p lan ,  t h e  r e a r  wing 
measuring 44' X 2 5 ' .  This  wing was removed i n  1907, except  f o r  t h e  p o r t i o n  con ta in ing  
t h e  s t a i r  h a l l ,  and was rep laced  by a  wing the  approximate width of t h e  facade .  A s  a 
r e s u l t  of t h i s  remodeling, t h e  new din ing  room, loca ted  behind t h e  s t a i r  h a l l ,  i s  
flanked by a  " l iv ing  porch" on t h e  e a s t  and by a  k i t c h e n  and s e r v i c e  a r e a s  on the west .  
The whole i s  topped by a hipped roof wi th  dormers, except  f o r  t h e c e n t e r  two bays o f  t h e  
r e a r ,  o r  south ,  wa l l  which a r e  incorpora ted  i n t o  a shal low p a v i l i o n  topped by a n  open- 
tympanum pediment. 

The i n t e r i o r  of the  Eront po r t ion  of the c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  remains e s s e n t i a l l y  unchanged. 
The f i r s t  f l o o r  c o n s i s t s  of  a  wide c e n t e r  h a l l  with two l a r g e  r e c e p t i o n  rooms on e i t h e r  
s ide .  A t  the end of t h e  h a l l  i s  a  w i d e e l l i p t i c a l  a rch  supported on f l u t e d  Doric p i e r s  
which frame t h e  s t a i r .  The s t a i r  ascends a g a i n s t  t h e  h a l l ' s  s o u t h  w a l l ,  perpendicular  
t o  the  c e n t e r  h a l l .  The doorways leading  from t h e  h a l l  t o  t h e r e c e p t i o n  rooms a r e  
e l egan t ly  t r e a t e d .  Each i s  topped by a d e n t i l e d  co rn ice  and deep f r i e z e  con ta in ing  a 
d e l i c a t e  beaded fes toon.  On t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  blocks a t  e i t h e r  end o f  t h e  f r i e z e  a r e  
beaded ovals  framing f o l i a t e d  medall ions.  The h a l l ,  l i k e  the  rooms t o  e i t h e r  s i d e ,  i s  
ornamented with a pedes ta l - type ,  paneled wainscot.  (See Cont inuat ion  Shee t  # 2 )  
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~Glmont ,  th; s p l e n d i d  :northegn V i r g i n i a  e s t a t e  e s t a b l i s h e d  Lby t h e  Lee f a m i l y , :  is ,~, . 
s i g n i f i c a n t  f,or its,a r ~ h i ' t e ~ t u + l l y  o u t s t a n d i n g ' r i s i d e n c e  a n d s f o r  t h e  s e v e r d  noted 

who have i i v e d  the re .  ~ i s t o r i c ~ l l ~'the e s t a j e ;  symbol izes  t h e  lape. eighteenth.-
cent&? rese t t lement '  of  man) of ~ i r g ' i n i a ' s. > _ . ~  . - . i n  the,  more, ,  . prominent' ~ i d e w a t e r  f&i l ies :  
r e r t i i e  no r the rn  and 'western a reas  of the  s t a t e .  , . 

Belmont's e l egan t  house was e r e c t e d  1799-1802 by Ludwell Lee (1760-1836), son of  
Richard Henry Lee, s i g n e r  of the  Declara t ion  of Independence. Although p r a c t i c a l l y  
unknown t o  most a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s c h o l a r s ,  the house i s  one of  t h e  most r e f i n e d  expres-  
s ions  of  Fede ra l - s ty l e  p l a n t a t i o n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t h e  Middle A t l a n t i c  r e g i o n .  Laid 
out  i n  t k p o p u l a r  f i v e - p a r t  p lan ,  i t  i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  a k i n  t o  such n o t a b l e  houses 

t a s  Woodlawn, Dumbarton 13ouse i n  Washington, D. C . ,  and t h e  mansions of  Annapolis. 
The s u r e  handling o f  i t s  propor t ions  and t h e  b e a u t i f u l  c raf t smanship  of  i ts  d e t a i l s  
i n d i c a t e  the  involvement of an a r c h i t e c t  and craf tsmen of  t a l e n t .  Unfor tunate ly  
no names have y e t  been a s soc ia t ed  wi th  e i t h e r  t h e  des ign  o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  It seems 
l i k e l y ,  however, t h a t  t h e  b u i l d e r s  worked i n  the  Alexandria  a r e a ,  s i n c e  Belmont's 
ornamentation and masonry d e t a i l s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  examples on many Federa l -per iod  houses 
i n  the  o l d  p o r t  k i t y .  

The house& f i r s t  owner,'Ludwell Lee, was born on h i s  f a t h e r ' s  p l a n t a t i o n ,  C h a n t i l l y  
i n  Westmoreland County. He acquired t h e  Belmont proper ty  through h i s  f i r s t  wi fe  
(and f i r s t  cous in ) ,  F lo ra  Lee, who i n h e r i t e d  the  land through t h e i r  common g randfa the r ,  
Thomas Lee o f  S t r a t f o r d .  Thomas Lee had pa tented  t h e  Belmont t r a c t  i n  1728. 

Ludwell Lee served a s  aide-de-camp t o  General La faye t t e  dur ing  t h e  campaign of  1781. 
Like most of h i s  kinsmen, he went i n t o  publ ic  s e r v i c e  and became a member of t h e V i r g i n i a  
General Assembly. However, being a s taunch F e d e r a l i s t ,  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  passed 
i n t o  o b l i v i o n  when the  J e f f e r s o n i a n  Republicans became t h e  dominant p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  
i n  Vi rg in i a .  Lee thus  passed t h e  r e s t  of  h i s  l i f e  as a prosperous p l a n t e r  and g e n i a l  
host .  When Lafaye t t e  made h i s  t r iumphal  t o u r  of America i n  1825, he was l a v i s h l y  
e n t e r t a i n e d  by h i s  o l d  f r i e n d  a t  Belmont. 

Following Ludwell Lee ' s  dea th ,  Belmont was s o l d  t o  Miss Margaret Mercer,, daughter  of  
a former Maryland governor,  who opera ted  a school  i n  the  house. The p r o p e r t y  was 
acqui red  from Miss Mercer 's h e i r s  i n  1851 by George Kephart,  who a l s o  owned Coton, 
the  p l a n t a t i o n  of  Ludwell Lee 's  cous in ,  Thomas Ludwell Lee, l o c a t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  Leesburg 
Turnpike from Belmont. I n  1887 Belmont was bought by F rede r i ck  M. S taunton ,  a former 
governor of Kansas. M r .  and Mrs. John S c o t t  Ferguson of P i t t s b u r g h  acqu i red  t h e  p l ace  
from M r .  Staunton i n  1907. They found t h e  house i n  d e t e r i o r a t e d  c o n d i t i o n  and thus  
engaged t h e  P i t t sbu rgh  a r c h i t e c t  T. Kent Roberts t o  modernize t h e  bu i ld ing .  His 
work r e s u l t e d  p r imar i ly  i n  the  en la rg ing  of  the  r e a r  wing, t h e  remodeling of  t h e  

(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet  #3) 
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VERBALBOUNDARYDESCRIPTION The 7 0  acres  comprising t h e  Belmont p rope r ty  a r e  bounded 
by a l i n e  beginning a t  a po in t  on S s i d e  of S t a t e  Route 7,  .4 mi l e  NW of i n t e r s e c t i o n  
of s t a t e  r o u t e s  7 and 641 and approximately 50 '  E of  p r i v a t e  d r f v e ;  thence extending  

approximately 1,800' SW ( p a r a l l e l i n g  p r i v a t e  d r i v e  along E s i d e ) ;  thence extending  

approximately 550' SSE [ ( p a r t i a l l y  along E s i d e  o f  t r e e l i n e ) ;  thence  extending  approxi-  

mately ~ ~ @ w S W  950' t h e m(axtending  a c r o s s  d i r t  road); thence extending approximately NNW; 
extending 700' Em; thence extending approximately 1,800' NNE to S s i d e  of S t a t e  Route 
7; thence extending approximately 1,400'  SW along S s i d e  of  s a i d  r o u t e  t o  po in t  of o r i g i n .  
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7. DSSCRIFTION - J u s t i f i c a t i o n  of Acreage 

The boundaries a r e  drawn t o  include the sweeping vista and long, curved, 
tree-lined dr ive  from Route 7 t o  t he  north. This area ,  focusing on the  
house, i s  t rea ted  a s  an i n f o r m l l y  planted park and i s  an inpor tan t  
o r ig ina l  design element f o r  t he  es ta te .  The boundaries a l s o  include 
the i m e d i a t e  yard of the  house, the family cemetery, and t h e  modern 
farm buildings t o  t h e  west. 

The bourdaries a r e  l e g a l l y  defined i n  an easement es tab l i shec  on the  
property by I. B. M. 
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8 7 .  DESCRIPTION 

The outs tanding f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  recept ion  rooms is t h e  e l a b o r a t e  mantel  i n  each.  
There is a p e r s i s t e n t  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  the  mantels were g iven by L a f a y e t t e  when 
he v i s i t e d  Belmont i n  1825. S t y l i s t i c a l l y ,  however, t h e  mantels  belong t o  
the  per iod  of t h e  house's cons t ruc t ion  d a t e ,  and they appear  t o  be no more 
than be t te r - than-average  Adam-style mantels a s  one would expect  t o  f i n d  i n  
a house of q u a l i t y .  The e a s t  mantel ,  t he  more e l a b o r a t e  o f  t h e  two, con ta ins  
a c e n t r a l  panel wi th  t h e  p r o f i l e  o f  a C l a s s i c a l  male i n  r e l i e f ,  framed by 
garlands of f o l i a g e .  Flanking i t  i n  t h e  f r i e z e  a r e  swags of d rape ry  t i e d  
with bows. The man te l ' s  support ing p i l a s t e r s  and t h e  s e c t i o n s  o f  e n t a b l a t u r e  
above a r e  decorated wi th  u rns ,  f o l i a t e d  medall ions,  and s t r a i g h t  s t a l k s  
of f o l i a g e  growing o u t  of urns .  The mantel i n  the  west room c o n t a i n s  a 
c e n t r a l  panel ornamented wi th  a swag of f lowers o v e r l a i d  by an  ornamental 
u rn .  On e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  panel a r e  d e l i c a t e  fes toons  o f  f lowers .  Support-
ing t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e  a r e  s t o p - f l u t e d  Doric columns, and i n  t h e  f r i e z e  above 
each column is a perched eag le  i n  r e l i e f .  

~ e l m o n t ' s  s t a i r  has a  molded handra i l  and t h i n ,  square b a l u s t e r s ,  t h r e e  t o  
a s t e p .  A t  t h e  end of each s t e p  i s  a s c r o l l e d  bracket .  U p s t a i r s ,  t h e  c e n t e r  
h a l l  has been made i n t o  a  l a r g e ,  somewhat e l egan t  bathroom. T h e ~ p r i n c i p a l  
bedrooms on e i t h e r  s i d e  have simple but well-proport ioned Federa l  woodwork. 
The r e s t  o f  t h e  second-floor  rooms d a t e  from t h e  1907 r e s t o r a t i o n .  

The house i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a  spacious park do t t ed  wi th  l a r g e  t r e e s  and shrubbery.  
It i s  s i t e d  near  t h e  edge of a g e n t l e  r idge  overlooking t h e  Potomac Val ley  
t o  the  e a s t .  A t  t h e  f o o t  of the  r idge ,  but a comfortable d i s t a n c e  from t h e  
house, is the  o l d  Leesburg Turnpike (Route 7 ) .  The house& approached by 
a t r e e - l i n e d  d r i v e  coming up from the  highway i n  an  impressive sweeping curve ,  
Behind t h e  house a r e  broad, l e v e l  f i e l d s .  Of t h e  e a r l y  o u t b u i l d i n g s ,  a s t o n e  
smokehouse su rv ives ;  numerous modern farm bui ld ings  a r e  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  west 
of t h e  house. Near t h e  farm bui ld ings  is a  walled cemetery con ta in ing  t h e  
grave of Ludwell Lee. 

CL 

The seventy-acre t r a c t  on which Belmont is s e t  is t h e  l a s t  su rv iv ing  i n t a c t  
pa rce l  o f  the  land o r i g i n a l l y  i n h e r i t e d  by Ludwell Lee through h i s  f i r s t  w i fe .  

( s e e  Continuat ion Sheet #I)  
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terminal  wings, and t h e  improvement of  the phys ica l  p l an t .  The success  o f  t h e  
p r o j e c t  i s  borne o u t  by the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  house has r equ i red  l i t t l e  major  work 
s ince .  

The next  owners of Belmont were M r .  and M r s .  Edward B. McLean, who purchased i t  i n  
1915. M r .  McLean was t h e  son o f  t h e  owner-publisher of  t h e  Washington x. 
Mrs. McLean (Evelyn Walsh) i s  b e s t  remembered as  being a n  owner of  t h e  famous Hope 
Diamond. During t h e  McLean ownership, Belmont became noted a s  a f i n e  ho r se  farm. 
The d i s t i n c t i o n  was shor t - l i ved ;  the Depression caused t h e  h o r s e s  t o  be  auc t ioned  
i n  1931, and i n  t h e  fol lowing yea r ,  t h e  whole e s t a t e  was s o l d  t o  M r .  and Mrs. P a t r i c k  
J. Hurley. Mr. Hurley had served  as  Sec re t a ry  of War during t h e  Hoover admin i s t r a -  
t i o n .  The Hurleys s o l d  Belmont and i t s  con ten t s  i n  1943 t o  t h e  l a t e  George C. 
Clarke,  a  Washington, D. C . ,  a t t o r n e y ,  who i n  1969 s o l d  t h e  e s t a t e  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Business Machines Corporat ion.  M r .  and Mrs. Clarke r e t a i n e d  a l i f e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
house and a p o r t i o n  of t h e  proper ty ,  bu t  t h i s  i n t e r e s t  was g iven  u p  when t h e  widowed 
Mrs. Clarke vacated the  house i n  1974. 
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