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[7. DESCRIPTION 1 

Broad Run Bridge and T o l l  House a r e  both s tone  o b j e c t s  of cons iderable  
s i m p l i c i t y .  The br idge  i t s e l f  c o n s i s t s  of  a  double span of  a rches  
supported by a  c e n t r a l  p i e r  and massive abutments on e i t h e r  bank. Conical 
b u t t r e s s i n g  f l a n k s  t h e  a rches  and squared-off b u t t r e s s e s  suppor t  t h e  s tone  
w a l l s  on land. The asphal t-covered roadway r i s e s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  
b r idge  span,  and t h e  low parapet  w a l l s  which l i n e  t h i s  roadway connect t o  
t h e  s tone  t o l l  house a t  t h e  western end of the  br idge  on t h e  south  s ide .  
The s i m p l i c i t y  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  one-s tory ,  three-bay s t r u c t u r e  changed 
cons iderably  a f t e r  i ts  enlargement by t h r e e  wings, but  the  o l d  w a l l s  
a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  i n t a c t .  L i t t l e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  f a b r i c  remains. The 
br idge  is now owned by t h e  Department of  Highways of  the  Comnonwealth 
o f  V i r g i n i a ,  wh i l e  t h e  t o l l  house is now a p r i v a t e  residence.  
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I T A T E U E N T  O F  S 1 6 N I F I C A N C E  

On February 3,  1809, the  General Assembly passed a n  Act Incorpora t ing  
The Leesburg Turnpike Company f o r  the  purpose of  bu i ld ing  a road from 
Leesburg t o  t h e  L i t t l e  River Turnpike a t  Alexandria,  o r  f o r  a t  l e a s t  
t e n  mi l e s  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  The road,  which was t o  be f i f t y  f e e t  wide, 
was t o  be paved f o r  only  e igh teen  f e e t .  I n  February, 1816, a n  Act 
c r e a t i n g  a "Fund f o r  I n t e r n a l  Improvement" e s t a b l i s h e d  a fund t o  c o n s i s t  
of  s h a r e s ,  he ld  by t h e  Commonwealth, i n  va r ious  turnpikes ,  c a n a l s  and 
banks, and of dividends received from such s tock ,  Thus, the  need f o r  bet te . :  
in land  communication t o  promote commerce and travel t o  the  west was 
recognized by t h e  government. 

The work on the  Leesburg Pike progressed s lowly,  but  by 1822 t h e  road 
had been completed t o  Dranesv i l l e ,  a d i s t a n c e  of fou r t een  miles .  One 
o f  t h e  t o l l  g a t e s  e r e c t e d  a t  t h i s  time may have been a t  Broad Run Bridge, 
54 miles  e a s t  of  Leesburg, which was cons t ruc ted  a s  p a r t  o f  the  Leesburg 
Pike. There is repu ted  t o  be a s tone  wi th  a n  1820 d a t e  on the  br idge ,  
and t h i s  is a l o g i c a l  d a t e  of  cons t ruc t ion .  A t  l e a s t  t h r e e  success ive  
wooden br idges  had been e rec t ed  over  Broad Run between 1771 and 1803, 
but  these  had a l l  washed away. The s tone  br idge  w a s  i n  use  u n t i l  1949 
when i t  was rep laced  by a concre te  and s t e e l e  br idge .  

By 1834 The Leesburg Turnpike Company found i t s e l f  i n  deb t  due t o  
decreased t o l l s  and an inc rease  i n  t h e  c o s t  o f  r e p a i r s .  The f lood o f  
September, 1843, which washed away t h e  br idge  over  Goose Creek, and the  
completion of  t h e  Chesapeake and Ohio Canal combined t o  doom t h e  company. 
A t  t h e  beginning of  t h e  C i v i l  War, t h e  road was abandoned as a t o l l  road. 

One of  s e v e r a l  s tone  br idges  remaining i n  Vi rg in i a ,  Broad Run Bridge and 
T o l l  House a r e  probably t h e  only such e x t a n t  combination. I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  being such a unique s u r v i v a l ,  they form a n  extremely p i c tu resque  des ign  
which ga ins  in  i n t e r e s t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  contemporary eyes,  by t h e i r  s t r i c t  
funct ional i sm and s t r u c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y .  
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