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Aldie i s  p ic turesqhely  loca ted  i n  the  gap of the  L i t t l e  River  a t  t he  norther  
end of the  B u l l  Run Mountains. The m i l l  and the  m i l l e r ' s  house a r e  on the  
south s i d e  of the Lee-Jackson Memorial Highway ( o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  L i t t l e  River 
Turnpike),  while t h e  Mercer House s tands  on a  k n o l l  overlooking the  highway 
from :he north.  The m i l l  i s  a  th ree -pa r t  complex, having a  two-story center  
s e c t i m  (with two a d d i t i o n a l  l e v e l s  beneath the  broad gable roof )  flanked 
by a me-story s e c t i o n  on t h e  e a s t  and a  two-story s e c t i o n  on the  west. 
The cen te r  sec t ion  i s  connected t o  the  f lanking s e c t i o n s  by one-story 
b r i ck  and frame hyphens wi th  shed roofs .  A l l  t h r e e  major p a r t s  of the  
m i l l  a r e  l a i d  i n  American bond on stone foundations. The west s e c t i o n  i s  
d is t inguished by diamond-shaped header-brick p a t t e r n s  between the  second 
f l o o r  windows. The wooden por t ions  of the  m i l l  inc lude  hand-hewn chamfered 
beams and chestnut  door frames. Much of t h e  m i l l ' s  o r i g i n a l  machinery 
survives ,  i nc lud ins  t h e  imported burrs tones  o f  Preaeb f l i n t .  The elevate&.. 
m i l l r a c e  behind t h e  m i l l  o r i g i n a l l y  f ed  water t o  the no-longer funct ioning  
twin overshot m i l l  wheels. The two-story b r i c k  miller's house is loca ted  
between the  m i l l r a c e  and t h e  L i t t l e  River,  j u s t  behind t h e  m i l l .  The house 
has been enlarged wi th  an extens ive  r e a r  e l l .  

The Mercer House, on t h e  oppos i t e  s i d e  of the  road,  o r i g i n a l l y  had a f u l l  
view of the  m i l l  from i t s  e levated  loca t ion ,  but t h e  view i s  now obscured 
by t r e e s .  The stuccoed b r i c k  house has been cons iderably  a l t e r e d  in : ide  
and o u t ,  and has s e v e r a l  l a t e r  add i t ions  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  conform t o  tile 
Federal s t y l e  of the  o r i g i n a l  por t ion  of the  house. The house i s  c u r r e n t l y  
T-shaped i n  plan, wi th  l a t e r  add i t ions  between t h e  arms o f  the  T,  and a  
two-story addi t ion  on t h e  n o r t h  end of the houge. A much a l t e r e d  and 
enlarged outbui ld ing  s t ands  t o  the  nor th  of the  house. What appears t o  
be sn o ld  frame smokehouse i s  loca ted  j u s t  behind t h e  house. 



In  1803, Charles  n Mercer, noted m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r  and l e g i s l a t o r ,  
s e t t l e d  near  t h e  e  River i n  t h e  lower p a r t  of Loudoun County. 
where he began p r a c t i c e .  On a h i l l  above t h e  po in t  where t h e  
L i t t l e  River c rossed  t h e  r i v e r ,  Mercer b u i l t  a two-story b r i c k  

h i s  e s t a t e .  He named h i s  e s t a t e  
C a s t l e  i n  Scotland,  t h e  s e a t  o f  t h e  Mercer 

himself descended. I n  1804, Mercer 
a  m i l l  dam on t h e  L i t t l e  River ,  a s  we l l  

of the  r i v e r  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  e r e c t i n g  
was put up by Mercer 's  s l a v e s  soon 
up near  t h e  m i l l ,  and i n  1810 i t  was 
Mercer 's e s t a t e .  
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Aldie M i l l ' s  s i g n i f i c  i s  enhanced by the  d i s t ingu i shed  c a r e e r  of i t s  
founder.  During the  of 1812, Mercer was made b r igad ie r -gene ra l  o f  

He was a  member of the  
Vi rg in i a  House of from 1810 t o  1817, dur ing  which time he brought 
forward a  b i l l  f o r  of  the  Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. In  1817 
he was e l ec t ed  t o  Congress, where he became an outspoken 
opponent of t h e  An ardent  a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  Mercer 
served fo r  of the  American Coloniza t ion  Society.  

In 
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Aldie M i l l  s u rv ives  as 
preserved m i l l s  i n  
be a  unique f e a t u r e  i r  
i n  ope ra t ion ,  and t h e  
of Mercer 's own m i l l e r .  
Monroe when he l i ved  
house and the manor 
century  m i l l  complex 

one of  the  most handsomely o u t f i t t e d  and best-  
V i rg in i a .  I t s  twin overshot wheels a r e  thought t o  

Vi rg in i a  m i l l  cons t ruc t ion .  The m i l l  i s  s t i l l  
p resen t  owner and m i l l e r  is the great-great-grandson 

I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  Aldie M i l l  ground g r a i n  f o r  James 
a t  nearby Oak H i l l .  The m i l l ,  along wi th  the  m i l l e r ' s  

house form an unusual ly complete ea r ly -n ine teen th  
i n  an e s p e c i a l l y  p ic turesque  s e t t i n g .  
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