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WELBOURNY (description)

The Welbourne residence is a4 vambling yvet dignified country house,

citlarped and embellished by successive generations of owners. Taough
many astres and styles are represcenced, all harmonize to jpive a wery lively
ad nteresting total oldicet, This evolutionary quality is cvider: also

i Woeiboorne's rich and varied furnishings - an extravrdinary assemblage adecumulated
for Lhe house by previous generations of the owner's families.

Tire carliest portion of the housec was censtructed around 1770, and
i e forms the main part of the south wing. As originally built it was
a two-and-one-half story single pile farmhouse constructed of the local
stone Laid in a random rubble. [t had a three-bay front, dormer windows,
and interior end chimreyvs, Though much altered on the interior, some
original eighteenth-century woodwork survives in the dining room and on
the second floor.

3358

The present two-story front or main portion of Welbourne was added
around 1820, when the property was purchased by John Peyton Dulancy.
This stuccoed brick section was originally quite plain, being a sinpic
rectangular block of fiwve bays with gable roof and interioir »nd chimneys. it
wirs connected to the earlier section by a transverse hall coacadcing che
stair. Its interior woodwork with ils plancd door and window surrcunds,
crnamented with corner blocks, and deeply meoided mantel shelves sunporved
on frec-standing columns is typical of the region and peviod. This main
port ion was enlarged in the 1830%'s by the addition of flankivg cnc-somev

cutidooint) onded wings. The Casc wind SerVes das & music romr aud o st

FLON YL SN

[d 5 eesh bedroom. Both witngs cawn e directly entered Srom chd aulswoo
chroarn handsome chrec=part Grock Revival doorways bocated on fie iraet oﬂ
Aevo walls, T two-ghory pocticos with their slender Itallanatce--ryle
sqyaare columns fronting the main scedion and the eastc wall of the souti
winy wore added in che 1850%s. Torticos of this type arc rare in Vireinih
and give Welbourne a distinctive aspect. The house was f{further enlarged
in the 1870's by the addition of a two-stoxy secction on the rear of the
south wing. This section is surrounded by a modillion cornice and nas a
two-story Erame bay window on its south wall. The many sections of the
hiouse are tied together visuvally by their uniform covering of buff colored
stucco with painted joints,
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Welbourne retains numerous early outbuildings including a school-
haouse, spring house, tenant house, tool house, scrvants house, smokehousc,
and @ small ecottage with stone chimneys traditionally called "The ©1d
rwelling'', beliceved to by rhe oldest structure on the placce, oo the cast
of Uhoe bouse is an extensive old-fashioned garden containing box bordered
[ wialks, Diower beds, and both ornamental and shade trees. Ar the end of
Lthe gorden is one of Virginia's carliest swimming pools, constructed

arcund 1916, The front of the housce is approached through an informal
park along an axial avenue. The whole complex 1s surrounded by the

beauriful and largely unspoiled contryside for which Northern Virginia 1is
50 famous.
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Set in a classic Nerthern Virginia rural scoting, Welbourne survives
anoa siondficant example of & late-cighteenth century stone boarm honsoe fhay
s evolved inbo an dwposing mansion, Resching ity beyday [0 the yewrs ]
hetore thwe outbrealk of the War belween the States, the main Louse is
i evoecative of the mid-uineteenth cencury plantation 1ife din Vicainia.
bovcaides the modin house mumerous cutbuildings and farm stroccurer yemhsn Lo
Furthor atlest o the exteasive farming operation conducted hiero.
Associated with a prominent Northoern Virginia family tor over 130 yours,
Welbourne has grown with cach generation leaving its own architectural
cmbellishment,

John Peyton Dulany purchased the stone nucieus ol the prescnl nouse
cirea 1819 and shortly cthereslter made the major additions to the house in
the form of the front section. The son of Benjamin Tasker iralany of ‘
Alexandria and the grandson of Hanicl Dulany, the Youngper, of Maryland, be
came from a distinguished lincage.

AL Iiis death Welbourne descended to his son, Richard lieinry dulbany

I
{1820-19067, DBulany was a noted planter and sportsman in Choe ares and in !
1853 founded the Upperville Colu and Horse Show, the oldest horse snow in l
thie ¥mited States. Ouring rhe Wao between the States Dulany yveso fren i
captain to colenel of the famous faurel Brigade, Seventh Virginin Cavalry. |
At his death in 1900, Welboorne passed to his daughter, vaany Tulany i
(dicd 1923Y, the wifo of J. Southgate Lemmen of Baltimore, Mavylend.  natern
Lo property was inhorired by their daughter, Fanny Carter Lemmoa {1875-
1955, the wifoe of Nalhanici Holmes Morison and mocher of the prosent uwner;.
Reminiscent of an cvarlicr way of lifeo, Welbourne in its pavk-like !
| soliing, surrounded by ficlds and pustures, offuers a continuity withh rhe w
past., Under the care and supervision of five generations of the samc "
family, the house also retains a rich collection of furnishings including i
many family portraits. }
|
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