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This single-span metal truss bridge across Catoctin Creek is of Pratt
truss configuration. The 150' X 14' span is divided into seven bays with
the ends slanting at a near 45 degree angle. Moderm guard rails are locateg
along the sides but the wooden plank roadbed is intact. The ends are set
on fieldstone abutments. On the eastern end is a damaged circular plaque
reading: "THE VARIETY IRON WORKS CLEVELAND O, BRIDGE BUILDER." Below it
is a rectangular plaque stating: "GEO. F. EAMICH/ CHAIRMAN/ E. G. GAUFMAN/
F. M. CARTER/ THOS, R. SMITH/ N. B. PEACOCK/ P, W. CARPER/ BRIDGE COMMITTEE/
ALFRED STAUNTON/ ENGINEER,"

Maintained in excellent condition, the bridge serves county Route 673,
a shaded unpaved country lane bordered by well-tended farms and estates.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Catoctin Creek Bridge is an excellent example of the metal truss
bridges once prevalent on the secondary roads throughout the state. Like
the covered bridges they superseded, the metal truss bridges are a fast-
disappearing piece of Americana. This particular example is virtually
the only bridge of its size and type left in northern Virginia, and it is
given added distinction by its unusually picturesque setting in the
beautiful farming region near the Quaker community of Waterford. The
shaded unpaved county road served by the bridge, and wooden plank roadbed
on the bridge itself add nostalgia to the scene.

The bridge was produced by the Variety Iron Works of Cleveland,
Ohio, around 1900, It originally was located on Route 7 across Goose
Creek east of Leesburg, It was dismantled and moved to its present
location around 1932,
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