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f m  Mame 

hlstorlc Loudoun Agricultural and Mechanical Institute -- 

and/or common Institute Farm (Preferred) 

2. Location 

street & number 650 N& not for pubiicatlon 

elty, town ALdie X - vicinity of congressional district Tenth (Frank R.  Wolf) 

state V i r g i n i a  code 51 county Laudoun code 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
d i s t r i c t  - public 2- occupjed - agriculture - museum 
& buildiarg(s) 4x- private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
s t r u c t u r e  - both w o r k  in progress - educational - - private residence 
s i t e  Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
o b j e c t  - in process -X_ yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being c~nsid~ered - yes: unrestricted - industrial . - transpo~ation 
N/  A - no - military . 1L other: clubhouse 

,,,, The In s t i t u t e  Corporation, c/o k d d  B. sharp, President  

street % number XFD I -  

Middleburg 
city, town state V i r g i n i a  22117 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Laudoun county Courthouse 

street & number N/A 

city, town Leesburg state V i r q i n i a  

V i rg in i a  His tor ic  Landmarks 
tttle Commission Survey h a s  this property been determined clegible? yes -X no 

-. - 

date 1971, 1973, 1980 -- federal & state countv - local 

depositov for survey records Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, 2 2 1  Governor Stree t  

city, town Richmond state vf r g i n i a  2 32 19 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site N / A  

- good -ruins -altered -moved date 
fair .unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
The I n s t i t u t e  Farm a t  Aldie is located a t  the foot  of a small h i l l  i n  a heavily wooded 

area off Route 650 i n  Loudoun County. The rectangular, 3%-story main s t ruc ture  was erected 
i n  stucco-covered stone ca. 1854. The main entrance formerly was s i tua ted  on the rear  (south) 
elevation and or ig ina l ly  fronted a formal multi-terraced garden. The f i r s t - s to ry  entrances 
a r e  positioned asymmetrically within a recessed one-story porch which has decorative sawn 
t r i m  and p l a in  square posts.  Three entrances pierce the south wall. The main entrance has 
a multi-paned g lass  transom topped by a l in te l - type head with turned corner blocks; two 
auxi l iary entrances have l inte l - type heads without transoms. A s imilar ly  executed entry 
providing access t o  the d i rec tor ' s  o f f i ce  i s  found on the flanking eas t  wall of the  porch. 
The present main (north) elevation contains an asymmetrically positioned doorway covered 
by a ca. 1975 gable-roofed porch. The west entrance to  the  caretaker 's  apartment has a 
screened porch, a lso a 20th-century addit ion.  Twin basement entrances a r e  on the e a s t  eleva- 
t ion.  Fenestration consis ts  of 6/6 hung-sash windows on the basement s tory,  9/9 hung sash 
on the f i r s t  s tory,  and 6/6 hung sash on the second story.  A l l  windows or ig ina l ly  had 
l inte l - type heads with turned corner blocks. The gable roof, covered with standing-seam 
sheet metal, i s  broken by gabled dormers on both the north and south elevations.  The dormers 
have 6/6 hung-sash windows. A l l  elevations but the  north one have decorative sawn t r i m  along 
the eaves. Three chimneys pro jec t  from the roof. 

The i n t e r i o r  f l oo r  plan of the  I n s t i t u t e  building has not been a l t e r ed  great ly  since 
the s t ruc ture  served a s  a school. A l a t e r a l  s t a i r  h a l l  with a closed-well s t a i r  ascends to 
the second f loor .  A l a rge  meeting room is located t o  the  ea s t  of the  h a l l  and leads t o  the 
d i r ec to r ' s  o f f ice .  The o f f i c e  has a bu i l t - in  cupboard topped by projecting segmental wooden 
arches on molded wood p i e r s .  A l l  the  f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms have openings framed by molded wood 
t r i m .  

The second and a t t i c  f loors  contain small sleeping chambers t ha t  a r e  entered from main 
ha l l s  t h a t  run eas t  and west. The chambers a r e  plain and have molded wooden archi t rave t r i m  
around a l l  the  openings. Snall cast-iron wood burning stoves were in s t a l l ed  i n  the  rooms 
ca. 1920 and replaced e a r l i e r  models. 

Flanking the main I n s t i t u t e  building t o  the e a s t  and south a r e  a number of log structures 
t h a t  date from 1917 t o  1971. The cabins a r e  used by beagle and basset  clubs during the i r  
various events. Eleven of the t h i r t een  cabins consis t  of s ing le  pens with square notch con- 
s t ruc t ion  and p l a s t e r  chinking. The f ron t  gables a r e  covered with wooden shingles and the 
rear  walls with e i ther  rough stone o r  cement. The remaining two cabins, cal led the "squaw 
cabins," a r e  of board-and-batten and were erected i n  the 1920s a t  some distance from the 
main building. They have since been moved i n  l i n e  with the log s t ructures .  

C- 
The woods around the e s t a t e  remain undisturbed with hemlocks planted near the main 

building and cabins. A mdern open pavil ion recently was b u i l t  on a h i l l  t o  the north of 
the I n s t i t u t e  building. 

RCC 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

The nominated property for  I n s t i t u t e  Farm consis ts  of sixteen acres. This acreage in- 

cludes the main I n s t i t u t e  building, the cabins, and the terraced south lawn. It i s  a frac- 

t ion  of the 507 acres presently owned by the I n s t i t u t e  Corporation and a f ract ion of the 117 
acres owned by the Loudoun County Agricultural I n s t i t u t e  and sold t o  James Gulick i n  1846. 

The nominated acreage includes sections of the  dog t r a i l s  used since 1916 by the National 
Beagle Club of America. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 

- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1799 
X 1800-1899 
X 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning -landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic -conservation - law science 
1L agriculture - economics -literature sculpture 
- architecture A education - military - social/ 
- art -engineering - music humanitarian 

commerce - exploration/settlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications - Industry - politics/government t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

-invention -other (specify) 

Specific dates 1854 BuilderIArchitect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - 

I n s t i t u t e  Farm near Aldie i s  a p ic turesque reminder of t h e  establishment of t h e  f i r s t  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  school i n  t h e  Cornonwealth and of  one of  t h e  f i r s t  schools  of s c i e n t i f i c  
agronomy i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  The stone-and-stucco bui ld ing was erec ted  ca.  1854 f o r  t h e  
Loudoun County Agr icu l tu ra l  I n s t i t u t e  and Chemical Academy. From t h e  l a t e  18th  century, 
Loudoun's c i t i z e n s  had pioneered i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  experimentation, and t h e  schoo l ' s  founders 
included a number of  prominent landholders and s c i e n t i s t s .  Once p a r t  of t h e  Oak H i l l  e s t a t e  
of Pres ident  James Monroe, t h e  proper ty  has  s i n c e  1916 achieved na t iona l  no t i ce  a s  t h e  
headquarters of  t h e  National Beagle Club of America whose a c t i v i t i e s  complement Northern 
Vi rg in ia ' s  abiding i n t e r e s t  i n  horsemanship and fox hunting. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Loudoun Agr icu l tu ra l  and Mechanical I n s t i t u t e ,  t h e  organiza t ion  t h a t  b u i l t  t h e  
academy bui ld ing,  followed i n  t h e  f o o t s t e p s  of Loudoun r e s i d e n t  John A .  Binns, a pioneer 
i n  s c i e n t i f i c  farming experiments during t h e  l a t e  18th  and e a r l y  19th  cen tu r i e s .  Binns 
c a r r i e d  on a yigorous campaign f o r  t h e  use of  gypsum i n  farming t o  s t imula te  g r e a t e r  s o i l  
product iv i ty .  Binns a l s o  advocated deep plowing and t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  of  r ed  c lover  i n  crop 
r o t a t i o n .  Other e a r l y  Loudoun c i t i z e n s  who were l eaders  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  experimentation 
included Stephen McCormick, who developed one of  t h e  best-known deep plows of t h e  period,  
and John Balthrop,  who invented a "double shovel" plow t o  c u l t i v a t e  corn. 

I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e i r  innovations and invent ions ,  Loudoun's antebellum farmers suc- 
ceeded i n  t h e  establishment of  a county a g r i c u l t u r a l  soc ie ty .  I n  1825-26 t h e  Agr icul tura l  
Society of  Loudoun, Fauquier,  Pr ince  William and Fai r fax  was founded t o  se rve  t h e  needs 
of Northern Virgin ia  farmers. I n  March 1842 t h e  Agr icul tura l  Society of  Loudoun was 
organized and subsequently sponsored t h e  county f a i r .  An outgrowth of t h e  Agr icul tura l  
Socie ty  w a s  t h e  Loudoun County Agr icul tura l  Academy and Chemical I n s t i t u t e  founded i n  1854 
by Benjamin Hyde Benton, Harmon B i t z e r ,  and James Gulick, who erec ted  t h e  p resen t  34-story, 
stone-and-stucco e d i f i c e  on land t h a t  once formed p a r t  of James Monroe's Oak H i l l  e s t a t e .  
An ad i n  t h e  Leesburg Washingtonian of September 1854 described t h e  scope of  a c t i v i t i e s  

t- a t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e :  

I n  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  thorough i n s t r u c t i o n  is given i n  a l l  t h e  branches 
o f  mathematics and sc ience  use fu l  t o  t h e  farmer and t h e  man of busi-  
ness. The s tuden t s  a r e  no t  taught  t h e  theory only ,  b u t  they a r e  in-  
s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  app l i ca t ion  of  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  t o  t h e  every- 
day a f f a i r s  of l i f e .  They a r e  made acquainted with t h e  phenomena of 
na ture ,  taught  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  s o i l s ,  t h e  requirements of p l a n t s ,  
t h e  composition of  minerals ,  t h e  u t i l i t y  of  d i f f e r e n t  kinds of  rocks, 
laws of mechanical fo rces ,  ca lcu la t ions  of t h e  cos t . . .  Agr icul tura l  
chemistry i s  thoroughly taught ,  and i l l u s t r a t e d  by thousands of  i n t e r -  
e s t i n g  experiments i n  t h e  l e c t u r e  room, i n  t h e  labora tory ,  and on t h e  

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Head, James W .  History and Comprehensive Descript ion o f  Loudoun Co., Va. Park View Press ,  

1908. 
Poland, Charles Preston,  Jr. From Fron t i e r  t o  Suburbia. Marceline, Missouri:  Walsworth 

Publishing Co., 1976. 
(See Continuation Sheet #1) 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Lincoln, Va. 
UMT References 
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Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ i ~ g  at a po in t  on NW side of S t a t e  Route 650, 
about 5800' N of  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of s a i d  r o u t e  with S t a t e  Route 734 and on S s i d e  of  I n s t i t u t e  
Farm Drive; thence about  950 '  Wd along S s i d e  of s a i d  d r ive ,  then curving SW along s a i d  
s i d e  f o r  about 600' t o  end of  d r ive ;  thence about 300' S W  t o  480' contour;  thence following 
s a i 6  contour about 1150' SE t o  NW s i d e  of 650; thence about 800'  NE along s a i d  s i d e  t o  
p o i n t  of o r i g i n .  

state N / A  code countv N/A code 
- 

I I Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Virginia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Staf f  

organization Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date March 1981 

street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3144 

city or town Richmond state Virginia  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national X -state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 

C- 665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclu ationat Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated 

I 
according to the criteria and procedures set f ritage Conservation and Recreat~on Service. 

State Historic Preservatlon Officer signature 



United States Department of the Interior 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
I n s t i t u t e  Farm, Loudoun County, Virgin ia  
Continuatton sheet # 1 Item number 8,9  

8. SIGNIFICANCE 

farm.. . The bui ld ings  a r e  new and commodious...the loca t ion  has a l l  t h e  
advantages of p u r i t y  of  water ,  s a l u b r i t y  of atmosphere and beauty of 
scenery. 1 

A precursor  of t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  co l l eges  t h a t  would be es t ab l i shed  under f e d e r a l  auspices with 
t h e  passage of  t h e  Mor r i l l  Act by Congress i n  1862, t h e  Loudoun Agr icul tura l  I n s t i t u t e  was 
formally incorporated i n  t h e  1855-56 sess ion  of t h e  General ~ s s e m b l y  but  was no t  taxed f o r  
i ts new bui ld ings  by t h e  county u n t i l  1857. 

Despite i t s  forward-looking charac te r ,  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f a i l e d  t o  t h r i v e  and i n  1860 folded.  
The proper ty  was acquired by James H. Gulick, who p u t  t h e  land and bui ld ings  up f o r  s a l e .  An 
ad f o r  t h e  proper ty  da ted ,  January 1, 1861, noted: 

Buildings new, l a r g e  and commodious, wel l  ca lcu la ted  f o r  a boarding school ,  
a shoe o r  o t h e r  f ac to ry  o r  a p r i v a t e  residence.  I t  has a young orchard 
of between 400 t o  500 choice f r u i t  t r e e s  and almost every o t h e r  convenience 
t h a t  makes a p lace  des i rab le .  

With t h e  outbreak of t h e  C i v i l  War, Gulick was unable t o  s e l l .  During t h e  war an in tense  
cavalry b a t t l e  was fought i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Sn ickersv i l l e  Pike,  and a marker erec ted  i n  1889 
a t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  commemorates t h e  b a t t l e .  After  Gul ick ' s  death i n  1867, t h e  I n s t i t u t e  Farm's 
1 1 7  ac res  again  were o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e  along with Gul ick ' s  375-acre farm t r a c t .  The property 
was acquired by I s a b e l l a  Turner, whose e s t a t e  so ld  t h e  property t o  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  Corporation 
i n  1916. The former a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  then became t h e  headquarters  f o r  t h e  National 
Beagle Club of America. 

The men who incorporated t h i s  c lub  were a l l  masters of show packs of  beagles,  many of  
which were loca ted  i n  t h e  nor theas t .  The i n t e r e s t  i n  hunting i n  t h e  northern Virgin ia  area  
made t h e  Aldie v i c i n i t y  of Loudoun a p a r t i c u l a r l y  hospi table  s i t e  f o r  such an organizat ion.  
Following t h e i r  a c q u i s i t i o n  of t h e  proper ty ,  the  National Beagle Club b u i l t  a number of r u s t i c -  
s t y l e  l o g  cabins t o  house t h e i r  members during t h e  annual beagle t r i a l s .  The cabins a r e  used 
today f o r  both beagle and b a s s e t  c lub  events .  The c lub continues t o  use t h e  o l d  I n s t i t u t e  
bui ld ing f o r  admin i s t r a t ive  o f f i c e s ,  c lub  rooms, and a member's dormitory. 

t- 

' ~ash ing ton ian ,  September 29, 1854. 
2 ~ u g e n e  M. Scheel,  "The Oldest  Agr icul tura l  I n s t i t u t e , "  Loudoun Times-Mirror, December 

8, 1977, p.4. 
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Scheel, Eugene M. "The Oldes t  Agr icu l tu ra l  I n s t i t u t e . "  Loudoun Times-Mirror, December 8 ,  1977. 
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ROAD CLASSIFICATION ,- 
q o 0  

Pr~mary h~ghway, all weather Llght duty road, all weather, - c 
~mproved surface 

?-*% 
hard surface 

Secondary h~ghway, all weather, Un~mproved road, fa11 or dry 
hard surface weather - - - - - . -. - - . - . - . . . 
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