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{7 DESCRIPTION

{Check One)

[ Excellem ] Gaed 28 Fair [3 Datericrated ™ Ruins ] Unexposed
CONDITION (Check Orie) - {Check One)
3 Ahersd & Unaltered 7] Moved = Qriginal Site

'S EscRieE THE PRESEMT AND ORIGINAL {if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Goose Creek Stone Bridge is an early-nineteenth-century four-
span turnpike bridge constructed of rubble fieldstone, with an over-all
length of around 200 feet. The spans are in the form of segmental arches
with the two eastern arches reinforced on their soffits by a layer of cast
concrete. TFraming each of the arches are demi-conical stone buttresses
that extend the entire height of the bridge. Triangular buttresses support
the ramp at the bridge's western end. Framing the two-lane roadway are
low walls with a concrete slab cap. The bridge does not ramp upwaxds to-
ward the center, but follows one continuous slope from its western end
where it leaves the high bank above Goose Creek. The eastern two arches
span the creek while the western two are over the bottom land.

Despite its lack of maintenance, the bridge is generally
structurally sound, but in need of clearing and minor repair. The stone-
work has been completely repointed (probably more than once) and shows no
major cracks or faults. A spreading of the bridge along its center line
has been halted by metal tie rods anchored to somewhat unsightly scrap-
metal braces.
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STATEMEMT OF S51IGNIFICANCE

The Goose Creek Stone Bridge survives as the largest and most
scenically situated of the early stone turnpike bridges of northern VirginiL
Although no longer part of the Highway system, the bridge is still owmed
by the Virginia Department of Highways. A new bridge serving the present
U. S. Route 50 was constructed about one-eighth of a mile to the south in
the 1950's; as a result the stone bridge has become a far more visible
landmark than it was while in use., Nestled amid grazed bottom lands and
wooded ridges, the stone bridge is a favorite scene for many motorists
traveling through northern Virginia.

The exact construction date of the massive four-span structure
has not been determined, but it could date from as early as 1810. An act
of the General Assembly in that year authorizmed the Ashby's Gap Turnpike
to be extended from the then western end of the Little River Turnpike throu$h
Ashby's Gap to the Shenandoah River. At that time the Little River Turn-
pike's western extremity was in the vicinity of Aldie, some ten miles to
the east of the bridge. Were there not already a bridge across Goose Creek

in 1810, one would have to have been built to accommodate the turnpike
traffic.

The earliest cdocumented reference to the Coose Creek Bridge is |
found in the Fifth Annual Report of the Board of Public Works (1820). It *
was reported that an Act of the General Assembly authorized the president
and directors of the Ashby's CGap Turnpike Company to 'collect at or near
the Goose Creek Bridge, upon said Turnpike road for the use of the said
bridge, and for the fractional part of a sectiom of the turnpike road, the
same tolls as for a whele section”

The Goose Creek Bridge is neither used nor maintained at present|
The Highway Department, however, intends to offer title to any agency or
organization that will assume responsibility for its preservation and
maintenance.
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITURE 7 R LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Dag_raes Minutes S=conds |Degrees Minutss Seconds Oegrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
Nw 38° 59 + 03 77° 49 23~ °© ' : ° * -
NE 38° 59 03 77° 48+ 58"
SE 38° 58 46~ 77° 48 58"
o | 38 58. 46 .| 77. 45. 33.
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Junius R, jFishourne, Jr., Director
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Title
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