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1 Despite i ts  lack  of maintenance, the bridge is generally 

1 s t ruc tu ra l l y  sound, but i n  need of c l e a r h g  and minor repa i r .  The stone- 
I work has been completely repointed (probably more than once) and shows no 
I major cracks o r  f au l t s .  A spreading of the  bridge along i t s  center  l i n e  1 has been hal ted by metal t i e  rods anchored t o  somewhat unsightly scrap- 
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1 3 ~ 5 ~ ~ ~ 8 ~  T H E  P R E S E N T  aND O F ~ I C I N A L  ( i !  know") 
P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

I ~h~ G O O S ~  Creek Stone Bridge i s  an ear ly-nineteenth-centuv four- 

i span turnpike bridge constructed of rubble f ie lds tone ,  with an over-al l  
1 length of around 200 fee t .  The spans a r e  i n  the form of segmental arches 
I w i t h  the two eas te rn  arches reinforced on t h e i r  s o f f i t s  by a layer of ca s t  
1 concrete. Framing each of the arches are deni-conical stone but t resses  

t ha t  extend the  e n t i r e  height of the  bridge. ~ r i a o ~ u l a r  bu t t resses  support 
the ramp a t  the  br idge 's  western end. P r a i n g  the  two-lane roadway are 
low walls with a concrete s l ab  cap. The bridge does not r m p  upwards to- 

I 
1 ward the  center,  but  follows one continuous s o p  from i ts  western end 

where it leaves the  high bank above Goose Creek. The eastern two arches 
; s p m  the creek while the  western two are over the  bottom land. 
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S T I T E I I E N T  O F  L I G N I F I C a N C E  

The Goose Creek Stone Bridge survives  a s  t h e  l a r g e s t  and most 
s c e n i c a l l y  s i t u a t e d  of t h e  e a r l y  s tone  turnpike  br idges  o f  no r the rn  V i r g i n i l .  ! 

Although no longer  p a r t  of t h e  Highway sys tan ,  t h e  b r idge  i s  s t i l l  owned 
1 

by the  Virg in ia  Department o f  Highways. A new br idge  s e r v i n g  t h e  present  
I 

U. S .  Route 50 was cons t ruc ted  about one-eighth of a m i l e  t o  t h e  sou th  i n  
t h e  1950's ;  as a r e s u l t  t h e  s tone  br idge  has become a f a r  more v i s i b l e  
landmark than it was w h i l e  i n  use.  Nestled amid grazed bottom lands  and 
wooded r idges ,  t h e  s t o n e  b r idge  i s  a f a v o r i t e  scene f o r  many moto r i s t s  
t r a v e l i n g  through nor the rn  Vi rg in ia .  

The exact  c o a s t r u c t i o n  d a t e  of t h e  massive four-span s t r u c t u r e  
has not  been determined, b u t  i t  could da te  from a s  e a r l y  as  1810. An a c t  
o f  the General Assembly i n  t h a t  yea r  authorized t h e  Ashby's Gap Turnpike 
to be extended from the  then  western end of the  L i t t l e  River  Turnpike through 
Ashby's Gap t o  the  Shenzadoah River .  A t  t h a t  time t h e  L i t t l e  River Turn- 
p i k e ' s  western ext remi ty  -.gas i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Aldie ,  some t en  mi le s  t o  
t h e  e a s t  of the bridge.  !;ere t h e r e  not  a l ready a br idge  ac ross  Goose Creek 
i n  1810, one would have t o  have been b u i l t  t o  accommodate t h e  turnpike  
t r a f f i c .  

The e a r l i e s t  Socuaented reference  t o  the  Goose Creek Bridge i s  
I 

found i n  the F i f t h  h .nval  Xeport o f  the Board o f  Public  Works (1820). I t  I 
\<as r e ~ o r t e d  t h a t  an Act of t h e  General Assembly author ized  t h e  pres ident  1 
and d i r e c t o r s  of the  Ashby's Cap Turnpike Company t o  " c o l l e c t  a t  o r  near  
t h e  Goose Creek Bridge, upon s a i d  Turnpike road f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  the  s a i d  
b r idge ,  2r.d f o r  t h e  f r a c t i o n a l  p a r t  of a s e c t i o n  o f  the  tu rnp ike  road, the  
same t o l l s  a s  f o r  a whole sec t ion"  1 

The Goose Creek Bridge i s  n e i t h e r  used nor  maintained a t  present  
The Highway Departcent,  ho:.;ever, in tends  t o  o f f e r  t i t l e  t o  any agency o r  
o rgan iza t ion  t h a t  w i l l  a ssaxe  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i t s  p rese rva t ion  and 

I 
maintenance. 

C.L. 
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Acts of  t h e  Vi rg in i a  General Assembly, January 30, 1810. 
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Chappelear, 5 .  C u r t i s ,  Maps and Notes P e r t a i n i n g  t o  the  Upper S e c t i o n  of  
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Reports t o  t h e  Vi rg in i a  Board of Public Works, February 10, 1820, pp.102-103. 
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