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DESCRIDETHEPRESENT AND OHIG~~<AL(IF KNOWN) FHYSICAL APPEAFWNCE i 
The t i n y  se t t l emen t  of Taylorstown i s  nes t l ed  i n  the scen ic ,  r o l l i n g  farmlands 

of  V i r g i n i a ' s  nor thern  Loudoun County, an area  regarded as one of the  most b e a u t i f u l  
r u r a l  r e g i o n s  of the  s t a t e .  It i s  s i t u a t e d  on the  banks of Catoc t in  Creek, a  meandering 
stream which formerly supplied power f o r  the  v i l l a g e  m i l l .  About two mi les  no r th  of 
the conununity, t h e  stream jo ins  t h e  Potomac. The wooded Catoc t in  Mountain i s  immediately 
t o  t h e  e a s t  of  Taylorstorun; most of  the  remaining property i n  the v i c i n i t y  i s  open farm- 
land d o t t e d  with patches of fo re s t .  L i t t l e  commercial development has taken p lace  t o  
mar t h e  p a s t o r a l  q u a l i t y  of the a r e a .  L 

I 
The princi .pal  landmark of t h e  community i s  Taylorsto:,m M i l l , :  a two-story s t r u c t u r d '  

b u i l t -  i n  t h e  l a t e  e ighteenth  cen tu ry  of the  l o c a l  f i e l d s t o n e .  It i s s i t u a t e d  - 'down by 1,
t h e  c r e e k  immediately south  of Route 688, t h e  main east-west road through - t h e  town. 
Earlked by t a l l  t r e e s ,  the  34 1I 48 f o o t  m i l l  i s  approachedby i t s  three-bay gable end f r o n t  1 

The gab le  i s  weatherboarded and pa in ted  dark red. A t  t h e  peak of the  gable  is a hood 
covering t h e  h o i s t ;  doors a re  loca ted  i.n the  cen te r  bays of each l e v e l  below.'. -.. 

'1;

i 

Typical  of m i l l  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  a s i n g l e  chimney i s  loca ted  i n  the  b u i l d i n g ' s  no r theas t  1 ,  
corner .  The two-story frame extens ion  on t h e  r e a r  was probably put up i n  the  l a t e  I :  

n i ne t een th  century .  Much o ld  framing, f loo r ing  and p l a s t e r i n g  surv ives  on the i n t e r i o r ;  i' 

however, v i r t u a l l y  a l l  the  machinery has been removed with t h e  m i l l ' s  conversion t o  a !I 
warehouse and l a t e r  a  residence.  Severa l  f loods have caused s i g n i f i c a n t  but  n o t  permanend' 
damage. I 

Atop t h e  h i l l  t o  the no r th  of the m i l l  i s  a  one-and-one-half-story s tone  dwel l ing , :  1:Xuntirlg H i l l ,  an except ional ly  p i c t u r e s q u e  s t r u c t u r e  bel ieved to  have been erec ted  i n  
1737 a s  t h e  res idence  of the  o r i g i n a l  m i l l ' s  owner. The main p a r t  of t h e  house measures 1: 
33 X 25 f e e t w i t h  the  f r o n t  wall  s h e l t e r e d  by an e a r l y ,  i f  no t  o r i g i n a l ,  shed porch 1,supported o n  chamfered pos ts .  A l a t e r  k i tchen  wing has been placed a g a i n s t  t h e  west Iwal l .  E s s e n t i a l l y  unal te red ,  the  house has a  German p lan  cons i s t ing  of a  l a r g e  h a l l  I 
and two s m a l l e r  chambers separatedfrom t h e  h a l l  by a  board p a r t i t i o n .  The h a l l  i s  I.heated by a  l a r g e  f i r e p l a c e  centered  on the west wal l .  A small ,  winding s t a i r  i s  i n  1:t h e  h a l l ' s  southwest corner .  The room's c e i l i n g  has exposed summer beam and j o i s t s .  
The n o r t h e a s t  chamber has a f i r e p l a c e  i n  i t s  nor theas t  corner ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  ) 

chimney r i s i n g  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  on t h e  e x t e r i o r  from the  corner  of t h e  house. On 
the  s l o p e  t o  the  e a s t  of the  house i s  the fa rmer ' s  l a t e  nineteenth-century bank.barn; 
a sma l l e r  farm bu i ld ing  is  immediately to  the west. 

iTaylorstown's  e a r l y  s t o r e  bui ld ing  i s  located on Route 688 t o  t h e  south o f  
t h e  barn. Erec ted  ca. 1800, the  28 X 18 foot  bui ld ing  i s  a  one-story frame s t r u c t u r e  
wi th  a g a b l e  roo f .  Af ter  ceasing t o  funct ion  as a s t o r e ,  the  bui ld ing  was used f o r  
a time a s  a t h e a t r e  and l a t e r  a  movie house.Now covered with a spha l t  s i d i n g ,  i t  serves  
as an automobile  garage. I t s  o r i g i n a l  S to re f ron t  has been replaced by garage doors.  I 

Inmedia te ly  to  t h e  e c s t  of  the  o ld  s t o r e  bui ld ing  i s  the  community's p re sen t  
s t o r e  - Mann's S t o r e ,  a  cur ious  one-story concrete  bui ld ing  covered by a shallow hipped , 
roof .  B u i l t  i n  1904 t o  r ep lace  an e a r l i e r  bui ld ing  on the s l t e  destroyed by f i r e ,  the 

(See Continuat ion Sheet 9 3) 
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Although rumerous m i l l i n g  communities surv ive  across  the s t a t e ,  ' feri 'possess a  

s e t t i n g  s o  scen ic  'or- a  c o l l e c t i o n  o fve rna ' cu la r  b u i l d i n g s ' b f  'such' i n t e r e s t i n g d i v e r s i t y  


. .  ~ 

as  t h e  t i n y  hamlet of Taylorstobm. Even ' in  i t s  niinuteness,; fhe  v i l i ~ a g e  has h i s t o r i c a l  ' ~ 

ambiance o f  a q u a l i t y  r a r e l y  r e t a i n e d  i n  s imi l a r  communities; The ckigi t is  o:f:Taflbrstown ,. , .
a r e ' t r a c e d  back t o  the  1730s when the'sett1ement of nor thern  Vi rg in i a  began. . ' In t h a t  

decade Eng l i sh  Eamilies 'frbm t h e  t idewater 'kegion  and German and.Quaker f ami l i e s  f$om 

Pennsylvania began. moving i n t o  what was to'.become Loud-oun'County. ' There t h e r ' ~ & , a n s  

occupied much of the  no r the rn  secti .on, while pockets of Quakers were e s t ab l i shed  around 

Waterford, Lincoln, and what i s  now Taylorstown. The Taylorstown s i t e  o f f e red  a con.-

ven ien t  f o r d  across  the Ca toc t in  Creek and a s teady supply of water power. Thus, i n  t h e  

1730s t h e  Quaker Richard Grown s t a r t e d  a  mi l l i ng  opera t ion  t h e r e  and e s t ab l i shed  a farm 

on t h e  p rope r ty  now known as  Hunting H i l l .  The present  house a t  Hunting H i l l  may havehen 

S u i k i n  1 7 3 7 ,  the  d a t e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  assigned t o  it ,  as  i t s  dimensions conform t o  those  


e sc r ibed  by Lord Fa i r f ax ,  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  of the reg ion ,  f o r  s e t t l e r s  tak ing  up land 
. .t he re .  . . 

In 1784. Richard ~ r o w n ' s  son, Mercer Brown, so ld  t h e  m i l l  and fami ly  farm t o  

Thomas Taylor  of Freder ick  County, Maryland, who probably b u i l t  t h e  p resen t  s tone  m i l l .  

The o r i g i n a l  m i l l  e rec ted  by Brown most l i k e l y  was a log  s t r u c t u r e  as  were t h e  ma jo r i ty  ,' 


o f  t h e  e a r l i - e s t  m i l l s  i n  the  reg ion .  Taylor acquired with t h e  m i l l  a log  m i l l e r ' s  house 

which has s i n c e  disappeared.  Af ter  e s t ab l i sh ing  himself ,  Taylor began s e l l i n g  o f f  h a l f - , " 


a c r e  l o t s  n e a r  t h e  m i l l .  The r e s u l t i n g  small community came t o  be c a l l e d  Taylors Tom, 

and l a t e r  Tay1orsto:m. The Taylor family l.ived.-at Hunting. mil and operated the  m i l l  f o r  t h e  

nex t  f o r t y - f i v e  years .  The l a s t  owner t o  continue the  m i l l i n g  ope ra t ion  was Mil la rd  C. 

l-lyers, who r a n  t h e  m i l l  from 1912 t o  1958. Today t h e  n i l 1  i s  used as  a  , p r iva t e  res idence  

oiined by M r .  and Mrs. P h i l i p  R. Ehrenkr.anz. 


Although t h e  m i l l  has ceased i t s  opera t ion  t h e  t i n y  v i l l a g e ,  composed o f  l e s s  than 

a dozen s t r u c t u r e s ,  remains unspoiled by e i t h e r  neglec t  o r  modern i n t r u s i o n  and a l l  the  

s t r u c t u r e s  remaining i n  t h e  town possess some degree of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e r e s t .  Of 

p a r t i c u l a r  importance i s  Hunting H i l l  which may be one of the e a r l i e s t  houses i n  t h e  

county. Even though i t  was b u i l t  i n  a  Quaker community, t h e  room arrangement and t h e  s t a i r  

l o c a t i o n  r e f l e c t  a German in f luence .  Having been r.rell maintained over  the. years ,  with no 

s i g n i f i c a n t  modernization, t h e  house possesses a  charm'snd an t iqua r i an  i n t e r e s t  f r equen t ly  

l ack ing  i n  r e s t o r e d  old houses. .The m i l l  is  a l so  a r a r e  surv ivaL.as  the  ma jo r i ty  of m i l l s  

i n  Lovaoun County, a county once known f o r  i t s  many m<l l s ,  have disappeared. Tay lo r s to~m 

M i l l  indeed i s  one o f . t h e  handful  of such s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  has been success-

f u l l y  adapted  f o r  a new func t ion ;  mos t  of the e a r l y  m i l l s  across  Vi rg in i a  s tand  i d l e  and 


andoned. 

Of ~ ~ ~ 1 o r s t o ~ ' s  the eighteenth-Lentury s tone  co t t age  known nor? 
o t h e r  bui ld ings ,  

~ . . 
(See contit-.uation Sheet 4) ?! 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The 6 1  acres  comprlsinR t h e  Taylorstown H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  
-
a r e  bounded by a l i n e  beginning at a point  on N bank of Catoct in Creek, 1900' NE of 
S t a t e  Route 668 b r idge  over  s a i d  creek;  thence extending approximately 1100'S, c ross ing  
Catoc t in  Creek t o  feeder  c reek ,  following l a t t e r  f o r  approximately 600: and continutng 
SSW t o  a poin t ;  thence  extending approximately 350' SW t o  a poin t ;  thence extending 
a ~ ~ r o x i m a t e l v700' SW t o  a poin t  C . c ross ing  S t a t e  Route 668; thence extending approx- 

.A . , 

irnately 4 0 0 1 . ~ ~  a poin t ,c ross ing  thence extending appr ?imatel t o  S t a t e  ~ o u ; e  065; 
150'  S t o  a p o i n t ;  thence extending approximately 250 ' SW t o  a po in t  ( D ) ; ' $ ~ ~ e f ~ $ k $ p ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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V i r g i n l a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  . 
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Riclmond V i r g i n i a  I@%TA% HISTORIC PRESEWS/hTION OFFICER CEWTPFICATI8M 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL- STATE-X L O C A ~ -

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665).1 

hereby nominate this property for the  National Register and certify that  it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and 
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 


(Lot numbers correspond to those indicated on Loudoun County Tax Map Section 

11. A sketch map based on this tax map is included with this report) 


Lot i/ 85 

r , (also owns ik104) ~
p t s - P ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Lots 4/85, 88A 

Miss C. Joan Rollins 

Route 2, Box 224 

Lovettsville, Virginia 22080 


Lot B 91 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip R. Ehrenkrantz (also own 893) 

Route 2, Box 54 

Lovettsville, Virginia 22080 


Lot i/ 92 

Miss Anna F. Hedrick (also ownsiil03) 

Hunting Rill 

Route 2, Box 53 

Lovettsville, Virginia 22080 


Lot i/ 93 

(see #91) 


Lots # 98, 9 9 >  101, 1028 

Mr. and Mrs. Raynold Cheronis 

Route 2, Box 54-A 

Lovettsville, Virginia 22080 


1,ot ii 103 

(see ii 92) 


Lot # 104 

(see 6 85) 
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1969, 1974, 1976 S t a t e  

Vi rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Conmission 

221 Governor S t r e e t  

Richmond, Virg in ia  23219 


10. 	GEOGRAPHICAT. -DATA (Verbal Boundary Descript ion cont 'd )  

thence extending approximately 400' WhTJ t o  a poin t  (E) a t  conElu-
ence of feeder  creek and Catoct in Creek; thence extending approx- 
imate ly  550'  3 ,cross ing  Catoct in Creek t o  a poin t  on S s i d e  of 
S t a t e  Route 668 approximately 200' W of s a i d  creelc; thence 
extending approximately 300' IJX.1.I t o  a poin t  (F ) ,  fol lowing S s i d e  
of  S t a t e  Route 668; thence extending approximately 600' NNE t o  
a poin t  (G) ,crossing S t a t e  Route 668 and continuing through 
wooded a r e a ;  thence extending approximately 300' Eh'E t o  a poin t ;  
thence extending approximately 350' NNE t o  a  point  (H); thence 
extending approximately 350' SE t o  a  point  on N bank of Catoc t in  
Creek; thence extending NE along N bank of s a i d  creelc t o  point  
o f  o r i g i n .  These boundaries coincide with the  Taylorstown H i s t o r i c  
P rese rva t ion  Area D i s t r i c t  e s t ab l i shed  by Loudoun County on Apr i l  
20, 1976. 
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DESCRIPTION 

p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e  has i t s  c o n c r e t e  w a l l s  scored  w i t h  deep v e e  j o i n t s  t o  make t h e  w a l l s  
appear  t o  be  l a i d  i n  v e r y  formal  a s h l a r  stonework.  The f r o n t  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  
s h e l t e r e d  by a shed porch suppor ted  on t h i n  p o s t s .  

D i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  road from Mann's S t o r e  i s  t h e  Mann house ,  a ca .  1900 frame 
d v e l l i n g  s i t u a t e d  on a  b road  s l o p i n g  lawn d o t t e d  w i t h  shade  t r e e s .  T y p i c a l  o f  i t s  e r a ,  
t h e  two-s to ry ,  t h r e e - b a y  s t r u c t u r e  has  a  g a b l e  roof w i t h  c r o s s  g a b l e  and a  f r o n t  porch 
ornamented w i t h  sawn b a l u s t e r s  and b r a c k e t s .  A Swel l ing  of  s i m i l a r  a g e  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e  R o l l i n s  house ,  i s  l o c a t e d  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  Route 665 t o  t h e  wes t .  It t o o  
i s  s e t  on a b r o a d ,  g r a s s y  lawn and,  w i t h  t h e  Mann House, adds a homey, l a t e - V i c t o r i a n  
n o t e  t o  t h e  h a m l e t ' s  ma in  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

D i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  C a t o c t i n  Creek ,  j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  Route 658, i s  Foxton, a 
q u a i n t  o n e - s t o r y  c o t t a g e  b u i l t  a g a i n s t  t h e  h i l l  l e a d i n s  down t o  t h e  c r e e k .  P robab ly  
e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  c o t t a g e  has w a l l s  of  t h e  l o c a l  f i e l d s t o n e  
and is covered  by a g a b l e  r o o f .  The s o u t h  s i d e  i s  s h e l t e r e d  by a shed  porch.  A t t a c h e  
t o  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  i s  a one-and-one-ha l f - s to ry ,  f i v e - b a y ,  f rame wins  i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  s t y l e  
r e c e n t l y  added t o  make t h e  c o t t a g e  a  more commod~ous dwel l ing .  

C a t o c t i n  Creek i s  p r e s e n t l y  spanned i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  by a  modern c o n c r e t e  b r i d g e  

o f  l i t t l e  v i s u a l  i n t e r e s t .  It r e p l a c e s  a  m e t a l  t r u s s  b r i d g e  t a k e n  do1.m w i t h i n  t h e  

p a s t  t e n  y e a r s ,  which was l o c a t e d  j u s t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  b r i d g e ,  c lose ;  t o  

t h e  m i l l .  The s t o n e  abutments  of  t h e  former  b r l d g e  were l e f t  i n  p l a c e .  


Except  f o r  t h e  new b r i d g e  and a s c a t t e r i n g  o f  new houses s o u t h  of  t h e  main 

i n t e r s e c t i o n  a l o n g  Route  665 (not  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t ) ,  Taylors town has  

s u f f e r e d  few modern i n t r u s i o n s .  The h i s t o r i c  b u i l t i n g s ,  and t h e  s c e n i c  open s p a c e s  

between them, form a  p i c t u r e s q u e ,  v i s u a l l y  c o h e s i v e  u n i t .  
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a s  Foxton i s  a q u a i n t  example o f  Loudoun's e a r l y  v e r n a c u l a r .  L ikewise ,  t h e  c a .  1800 
town s t o r e ,  a l t h o u g h  much a l t e r e d ,  i s  a r a r e  example o f  v i l l a g e  commercial  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
o f  i t s  p e r i o d  and an i m p o r t a n t  e lement  i n  t h e  m i l l  complex. The 1904 Mann's S t o r e  i s  
a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  s p e c m e n  o f  e a r l y  c o n c r e t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  d e c o r a t i v e  s u r f a c e  t r e a t -
ment.  The Mann and R o l l i n s  houses  a r e  b o t h  t y p i c a l  and w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  examples of  l a t e -
V i c t o r i a n  v e r n a c u l a r  d w e l l i n g s .  T h e i r  w h i t e  w a l l s  and fancy  sawn-work porches  add a 
f e s t i v e  n o t e  t o  t h e  now s l e e p y  v i l l a g e .  I n t e r t w i n e d  among a l l  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  w e l l -  
t ended ,  o l d - f a s h i o n e d  l andscaped  y a r d s  which,  w i t h  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  p a s t o r a l  s c e n e r y  
s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  community, c o n t r i b u t e  t o  make Tay lo rs to rm a r u r a l  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  of  
e x c e p t i o n a l  v i s u a l  q u a l i t y .  
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