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5. Classification 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) Category of Property (Check only one box) 

_X_ private _X_ building(s) 
___ public-local ___ district 
___ public-State ___ site 
___ public-Federal ___ structure 

___ object 

Number of Resources within Property
 Contributing Noncontributing 

__6__ __2__ buildings 
__2__ __1__ sites 
__4__ __1__ structures 
__0__ __0__ objects 
__12__ __4__ Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _0__ 


Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) N/A 


6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: ___ DOMESTIC __________ Sub:___Single Dwelling __________ 
____ DOMESTIC __________ ___Secondary Structure: Springhouse, Tenant House, Guest House,      

_______________________                    Farm Office, Wood Shed___________ 

____ AGRICULTURE ______ __ Agriculture Fields _____________ 

____ FUNERARY__________ __ Cemetery____________________ 


Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: __ DOMESTIC __________ Sub:_ Single Dwelling __________ 

____ DOMESTIC ___________ __ Secondary Structure: Springhouse, Tenant House, Guest House, 
__________________________ ____ Farm Office, Wood Shed_________ 

____ AGRICULTURE _____ Agriculture Fields: Pasture_____ 
____ AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE_ _ Agricultural Outbuildings: Well; Barn; Stable_ 
_____RECREATION AND CULTURE__ _ Sports Facility: Tennis Courts; Swimming Pool (not in use)_ 
_____FUNERARY___________ _ Cemetery________________________ 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

___EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal_______________ 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
Foundation _____STONE: Fieldstone____________________ 
roof __________ METAL: Steel_____________________ 

walls _________ BRICK_____________________ 

other __________________________________ 


Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

__X_ A  Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

____ B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
__X_ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

____ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.   

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

____ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

____ B removed from its original location. 

____ C a birthplace or a grave. 

____ D a cemetery. 

____ E a reconstructed building, object or structure. 

____ F a commemorative property. 

____ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.   


Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
___ARCHITECTURE, AGRICULTURE___________________________ 

Period of Significance ___circa 1813 – 1956___________________ 

Significant Dates __circa 1813, circa 1850s, circa 1949__ 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)_____N/A_______________________ 

Cultural Affiliation ____N/A________________________ 

Architect/Builder  _____unknown____________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) 

___ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 

___ previously listed in the National Register 

___ previously determined eligible by the National Register 

___ designated a National Historic Landmark 

___ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey  # __________ 

___ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Myrtle Hall is an unusually large and well preserved c. 1813 brick plantation house constructed in the 
Federal style with influences from the Georgian period as well as a later library addition constructed with 
elements of the Greek Revival-style.  The dwelling has a two-story main block with a smaller two-story 
service wing to the south and an early single-story kitchen addition to the south of the service wing.  The 
house’s original central passage, single-pile plan and much of the original interior woodwork, including 
seven hand carved fireplace mantels, interior and main entrance doors, flared window reveals, and a 
staircase, are in excellent condition. The c. 1850s two-story library addition with classic Greek Revival-
style fireplace mantel and trim is also very well preserved.  The original design and appearance and much 
of the original materials of the main house’s exterior and interior remain undisturbed.  Today the house is 
set roughly in the center of a 40-acre farm at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains surrounded by its 
historic agricultural fields and pastures. While the farm is greatly diminished from its original size of 800 
acres, the remaining 40 acres retain the original agricultural character with open landscape and 
uncluttered views. 

A stone springhouse (c.1813) stands to the northeast of the house adjacent to a one-acre pond and is intact 
with the exception of the roof. Several farm outbuildings, including a guest house (1930), tenant house 
(1949), stable (1970), and metal barn (1970), are located to the south and west of the main house.  A 
small single-room stone outbuilding (c.1850) and a wood shed (c.1850) stand behind the main house. A 
tennis court, an abandoned swimming pool site, and a modern well are also located in this area.  The 
Mordecai Throckmorton Family Cemetery is located just to the north of the abandoned pool behind the 
house. A stone-lined well (c.1813) and a stone foundation from a building of unknown use sit to the 
southeast. The farm outbuildings and the pastoral setting of the main house contribute to a strong feeling 
of, and association with, the historical period which extends from 1813, when the farm began as one of 
the largest slave-labor based plantations in Loudoun County, through 1956, when the farm completed the 
transition to the modern era under Howard and Lucy Bucknell’s ownership. 

There are a total of twelve contributing resources and four non-contributing resources.  

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Throckmorton family history documentation credits Mordecai Throckmorton with construction of the 
main house in the beginning of the nineteenth century.  This is supported by the Loudon County land tax 
records which include deed and land tax entries in the name of Mordecai Throckmorton beginning in 
1813, the likely date of construction.   
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(1) Main House - Exterior Details 

The two-story brick dwelling is laid in five-course American bond with interior-end chimneys and an 
original two-story smaller service wing extending to the south.  An early-nineteenth-century single-story 
brick kitchen addition with an exterior-end stone and brick chimney was built to the south of the service 
wing. The main two-story block, the two-story service wing, and the one-story kitchen addition all have 
gable roofs. The main block features a brick hound’s tooth cornice across the front, flared brick jack 
arches over six-over-six double-sash windows on the second floor, and six-over-nine double-sash 
windows on the first floor. The main entrance is a wide four-panel front door with a four-light transom. 
A frontispiece framing the front entrance is believed to be an early-twentieth-century embellishment.  A 
two-story, brick shed-roofed addition was built to the rear of the main block c.1850s as suggested by the 
Greek Revival-style woodwork and the presence of circular sawn boards and square cut nails in the 
structural wood members.  A cellar extends beneath the full dimensions of the original main block 
revealing the extent of the building’s massive interior masonry walls.  The original design and 
appearance and much of the original materials of the exterior and interior of the main house remain 
undisturbed. Replacement wood windows (c. 1960) retain the original window style and configuration, 
while the replacement metal roofing (c. 1998) is laid upon the original roof rafters.  The original wood 
shutters, as seen in 1930 photographs of the house, are missing; however, remnants of the metal pintles 
can be seen on the window frames. 

Main House - Interior Details 

Inside is found very well preserved original woodwork including six ornately carved fireplace mantels 
with both Georgian and Federal influences. The central passage stair features scroll brackets, a band of 
cutout oval and diamond shapes along the stringer, plain balusters, and a heavy turned newel.  Tapering 
round newel posts above the stair landings indicate the heavy newel below is a later mid-nineteenth
century replacement.  Double architrave trim frames six-panel interior doors with paneled reveals and 
brass locks. The interior doors feature raised panel inserts on the “public” sides and less decorative panel 
faces on the “private” sides. The wide four-panel front door features a massive brass lock and key.  The 
large 20-foot-by-21-foot living room leads off to the right from the central passage and a dining room of 
similar size to the left.  Both of these formal living spaces have ten-foot-high ceilings and large mantels 
with heavily carved reeded surrounds and pilasters in the Federal style.  The rooms feature original 
paneled interior doors and flared window reveals that have a series of vertical reeded bands in the style of 
the mantels. A second door on the south wall of the dining room leads to the first floor of the service wing 
and a third door leads off the rear of the dining room to a small library (the first floor of a c.1850s 
addition). The two-story library addition to the rear of the main block includes a classic Greek Revival-
style fireplace mantel  
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with broad plain pilasters that are echoed in the library’s window and door trim.  Circular sawn framing 
timbers and square cut nails in this addition imply it was completed in the post-Civil War period.  A small 
winder staircase leads up to the master bath on the second floor.    

The entry hall stairway leads up two flights to the second-floor central passage of the main block.  A hall 
bathroom, remodeled c. 1970, is situated at the top of the stairs over the main entryway.  The master 
bedroom is to the right (over the dining room) and a second bedroom is to the left (over the living room).  

Both second-floor bedrooms feature fireplaces with carved reeded fireplace surrounds and mantels with 
suggestions of pilasters, more indicative of an earlier period.  On the first-floor mantels the trim around 
the firebox is absent while a larger frieze with more ornate gouge work and reeding are found.  Full 
reeded pilasters and a larger molded shelf complete the picture of the later Federal influence on the first-
floor mantels.  Each of these four fireplace surrounds and mantels in the main block is unique but clearly 
follows the same reeded style.  A master bath and dressing room on the second floor of the c.1859 
addition leads off from the rear of the master bedroom and was remodeled c. 1970.  The service wing 
includes a large kitchen on the first floor and a single bedroom and bath (also renovated c. 1970) on the 
second floor. This service wing bedroom and bath are only accessible via a winder staircase from the 
kitchen. The second-floor bedroom in this block also has a fireplace with a finely carved mantel in the 
early Federal style.  A one-story early kitchen connects to the west end of the service wing through a door 
that was converted from an original window.  This addition appears to have been constructed in the same 
time frame (c. 1813) as the main house and contains a large brick and stone cooking fireplace with the 
hanger for a large kettle crane on the right hand side. This fireplace also features a hand carved mantel in 
the style of the second-floor bedroom mantels. 

Secondary Resources 

Other than the main house, Myrtle Hall Farm includes eleven contributing resources that span the period 
from c.1813 to 1956, as well as four non-contributing resources.   

(2, 11) A contributing c.1813 stone springhouse stands approximately 500 feet northeast of the main 
house adjacent to a contributing, c.1930, one-acre pond. Although the springhouse roof is missing, the 
heavy stone walls do not appear to have deteriorated to any significant degree.   

(3) The Mordecai Throckmorton Family Cemetery, where Mordecai and Sara Throckmorton and two of 
their children are buried, is a contributing site on the property with headstones and footstones dating from 
c. 1836 to c. 1850 marking the graves.   

Section __7__ Page __3__ 





   

   

NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No.  1024-0018 
(8-86) 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places Myrtle Hall Farm 
Continuation Sheet Loudoun County, Virginia 

Section __7___ Page __5___ 

Inventory 

Contributing Resources 

1. Main House, c.1813 – contributing building 
2. Springhouse, c.1813 – contributing building 
3. Mordecai Throckmorton Family Cemetery, c.1836-1850 – contributing site 
4. Guest House, 1930, 1949 –contributing building 
5. Tenant House, 1949 –contributing building 
6. Farm Office, c.1850, 1949 – contributing building 
7. Wood Shed, c.1850 – contributing building 
8. Stone Well, c.1813 – contributing structure 
9. Stone Foundation, n.d. – contributing site 
10. Stone Entry, c.1949 – contributing structure 
11. Pond, c.1930, 1970 – contributing structure 
12. Tennis Court, c.1949 – contributing structure 

Non-contributing Resources 

13. Barn, c.1970 – non-contributing building 
14. Stable, c.1970 – non-contributing building 
15. Swimming Pool, c. 1960 – non-contributing site 
16. Well, Late 20th century – non-contributing structure 

Section __8___ Page __6___ 
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11 Head, p. 85. 
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12 Loudoun County Virginia Will Book Y., p. 315, 316.


 13 Wickliffe, p. 359.


 14 Smith, Jean Herron et.al., From Snickersville to Bluemont, (Miamisburg, Ohio, 1970), p. 76. 


15 Loudoun County Virginia Will Book Y, p. 312-321.


 16 Ibid, p. 313. 


17 Smith, p. 52. 


18 Morgan, Elizabeth F. Survey Report, Throckmorton Family Graveyard, 7 June 1937. 


19 Turner, F. Loudoun County Burning Raid, Article One, (Loudoun County, Virginia: Virginia Civil War 
Centennial Commission, 1961-1965), p. 3. 

20 Morgan, Elizabeth, WPA of Virginia Historical Inventory, p. 2. 

21 Loudoun County Virginia Deed Book 10N. 

22 Library of Virginia photographic collections, (Richmond, Virginia:  Library of Virginia), Image numbers 
VHI/P/16/0097and 0098. 

23 Loudoun County, Virginia Deed Book 11X. 

24 Loudoun County Tax Records, Leesburg, Virginia, Loudoun County Courthouse 1948 thru 1949. 

25 Loudoun County Real Estate Tax, Assessment and Parcel Database, http://inter1.loudoun.gov/webpdbs, PIN 
651396345. 

26 Loudoun County Environmental Health Department Records, CaseF2792, 1970. 

27 Dodderidge, Linda, October 2005 oral interview, Bluemont, Virginia.  Ms. Dodderidges’ husband lived at 
Myrtle Hall from 1967 to 1980. 

http://inter1.loudoun.gov/webpdbs
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The nominated property is indicated as C Carroll Div of Land, 1753-2013, (Waiver Lot), Loudoun 
County Virginia, Tax Map No. 651-39-6345-000  /53///6////VVL .  Also previously recorded as Fontaine 
Family Trust, P 1727 – Parcel 59, Tax Map 42 (see attached plat).  These records are found in the 
Loudoun County clerk’s office in Leesburg, Virginia. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes the house and the outbuildings historically associated with Myrtle Hall Farm as 
well as the historic farmland immediately surrounding the house.  Although now greatly diminished in 
size, the property’s remaining 40 acres of land still retain its original agricultural character with open 
landscape and farm outbuildings. 






