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[ ] Public-Local [XI District 60 12 Buildings 
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[ ] Object - - Objects 
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Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing 
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listed in the National 
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from instructions) categories from instructions) 

COMMERCRUTRADUFinancial Institution COMMERCREITRADE/Financid Institution 

[XI See continuation sheet 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

COLOWGeoreian 
EARLY REPUBLIC/Earlv Classical Revival 
EARLY REPUBLIC/Federal 
MID-19" CENTlJRYlGreek Revival 
LATE VICTORIANIGothic Revival 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

Foundation: BRICK; CONCRETE: STONE 
Walls: WOOD: Weatherboard. Shinele, Log: METAL: Aluminum: ASBESTOS; BRICK; STUCCO: 

SYNTHETICS: Vinvl 
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ARCHlTECTURE 
[XI A Property is associated with events that have COMMUNITY PLANNING 
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns AND DEVELOPMENT 
of our history. 

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our past. 

Period of Significance 
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of a type, period, or method of construction or represents 
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1757 
[ ] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 
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[ ] A owned by a religious institution or 
used for religious purposes. 

[ ] B removed from its original location. 

[ ] C a birthplace or grave. 

[ ] D a cemetery. 
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(Conqlelc if Crilc.on B i s  nwrkrd ahow 1 

NIA 

Cultural Affiliation 
NIA 

[ ] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. ArchitecVBuilder 
French, Daniel, III 

[ ] F a commemorative property. Haskins, Charles 
Honicon, Claude 

[ ] G less than 50 years of age or achieved Norris Brothers 
significance within the past 50 years. Pritchard. Thomas 

Wood. Waddv B. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explaln the i$gn~ficmcc ofihe propeny on o r  or more conunuauon $herb 1 

[XI See continuation sheet 
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6. Function or Use 

COMMERCWRADEIRestaurant 
SOCIAUMeetine Hall 
GOVERNMENT/Government Office 
GOVERNMENT/COUI~~OUS~ 
EDUCATION/School 
EDUCATIONLibran, 
RELIGIONiReligious Facilitv 
RELIGION/Church-related Residence 
FUNERARYlCemetew 

COMMERCWRADE/Restaurant 
SOClAUMeeting Hall 
GOVERNMENT/Govemment Office 
GOVERNMENT/Courthouse 
EDUCATIONIEducation-related 
EDUCATIONLibrarv 
RELIGIONiReligious Facility 
FUNERARY/Cemeteiy 

7. Description 

LATE VICTORIAN/Italianate 
LATE VICTORIAN/@een Anne 
LATE VICTORIAN/Romanesaue 
LATE 19" & 20'CENTURY REVNALSIClassical Revivals 
LATE 19". tt.20" CENTURY REVIVALSIColoniaI Rzviial . . . . . . . 

LATE 1.9'" & ?OmCENTURY AMERICAN hlOVEMENTS/Hun~!;~Io\\,/Craftsman . . .- 
OTHER 

Leesburg is a cohesive community in Loudoun County, Virginia, situated at the crossroads of 
Route 7 and Route 15. Route 7 connects Leesburg to Washington, D.C. to the east and 
Winchester to the west. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1970, the Leesburg 
Historic District is roughly bounded by North and Union Streets to the north, Morven Park Road 
to the west, Monroe Street to the south, and Harrison Street to the east. The center of town has 
tightly packed governmental, commercial and residential buildings on small lots. As the historic 
district extends outward, the buildings are set on slightly larger lots. This is particularly 
noticeable along West Market Street in the expanded residential area of the historic district. The 
district, as part of this amendment application, has been expanded to include lots on West Market 
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Street, to the west of Ayr Street, a number of lots on South King Street to the south of Monroe 
Street, and a few lots east of the existing district. In addition to the rectangular-shaped lots, there 
are three triangular-shaped blocks between Edwards Ferry Road and East Market Street, between 
East Market and Loudoun Street, and between West Market and Loudoun Street. Furthermore, 
blocks located within the southwest comer of the existing Historic District have been excluded 
from this boundary revision, as modem development that is not consistent with the historic 
architecture has occurred. The expanded areas of the Leesburg Historic District contain 
approximately thirty-seven buildings, resulting in an amended 177.5-acre district. 

Leesburg is defined by a variety of architectural styles and building types ranging from high 
style to vernacular interpretations. Construction dates for buildings in Leesburg range from the 
1760s to infill housing at the tum-of-the-21St century. Building forms and styles extend from the 
Colonial-style log house to the imposing brick Federal-style dwelling to the smaller 2oth-century 
bungalow and modem eclectic designs. Most buildings in Leesburg are modest examples of the 
Georgian, Federal, Italianate, Gothic Revival, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, and Craftsman 
styles. A few high-style Greek Revival, Classical Revival, and Romanesque Revival examples 
are also found. The town is primarily composed of residential resources supported by 
commercial, governmental, educational and religious buildings. Many of the residential 
buildings are buffered from the public streets by sidewalks and those on the outskirts of the 
district have large grassy lawns. The commercial buildings are tightly packed on narrow streets, 
with sidewalks providing access for pedestrians. The courthouse and associated offices 
demarcate the center of town. This complex of buildings is set on a large, open space 
surrounded by a wrought-iron fence. 

Early Architecture of Leesburp: 1758-1830 

The oldest buildings remaining in the Leesburg Historic District date from the middle of the 18Ih 
century. Both residential and commercial development occurred during this early development 
period after Leesburg was created by an act of the Virginia Assembly in 1758, and continued 
well into the second quarter of the 19Ih century.' The buildings range from one to three stories in 
height and are constructed of log, wood frame, stone, and brick. For the most part, the buildings 
have side gable roofs. Influenced by the fashionable architectural styles of the times and 
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traditional building forms, the buildings represent the Colonial, Georgian, and Federal styles of 
architecture. However, a number of the buildings from this period are vernacular in nature, with 
little to no stylistic detailing. 

The Colonial-style buildings in Leesburg are commonly characterized by steeply pitched side 
gable roofs with little or no overhang, massive end or central chimneys of brick and/or stone, and 
small window openings. The halllparlor plan, common to this style, is easily recognized by the 
building's three-bay-wide facade, with an asymmetrically placed entry. Another common plan 
in Leesburg is the central-passage, single-pile plan, distinguished by its one-story height, 
symmetrically placed entry, and steeply pitched side gable roof. 

One of the best examples of the early domestic buildings in Leesburg is the JanneylCox House at 
10 Cornwall Street, N.E. Constructed between 1780 and 1830, the masonry dwelling rises two 
stories in height with a side gable roof and appears to be a wing to the later addition. A one- 
story, full-width front porch obscures much of the fapde  of this vernacular dwelling. The 
original main block of the JanneylCox House is overshadowed by the two-story, five-bay-wide, 
Federal-style addition to the west, which was constructed in two phases between 1800 and circa 
1822. Other Colonial dwellings in Leesburg include the Stone House (1775-1799) at 24 
Loudoun Street, S.E., the original portion of Harrison Hall (1780) at 205 North King Street, and 
the Nancy L. Johnson House (ca. 1750) at 13 Wirt Street, S.W.. 

Commercial buildings from this initial period of growth were often detailed in the same manner 
as the domestic buildings. One of the most noted buildings in Leesburg is the Stephen 
Donaldson Silversmith Shop (ca. 1760), which has been rehabilitated to serve as the Loudoun 
Museum gift shop and offices. The one-story commercial building, located at 14 Loudoun 
Street, S.W., is constructed of log and features a side gable roof with a central interior stone 
chimney. The weatherboard siding has been removed, leaving the log construction visible. 
Four-bays wide, this building has an offset single-leaf entry with a vertical-board wood door. 
There are three 916 double-hung, wood sash windows with square-edged wood surrounds. 
Another example of the early commercial buildings in Leesburg can be seen at 108 Loudoun 
Street, S.W. (1775-1799). Currently the Stone House Tea Room, the one-and-a-half-story stone 
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building is three bays wide with a side gable roof. The centered entry is slightly inset and is 
flanked by 919 double-hung, wood sash windows. 

Also noted in Leesburg are a few examples of the Georgian style of architecture as applied to 
domestic buildings. Typical features of Georgian-style buildings in Leesburg include a central 
paneled front entry door with an ornate crown, a decorative cornice, and symmetrically placed 
double-hung sash windows. This style was employed throughout the colonies and was likewise 
wholeheartedly adopted by residents throughout Loudoun County. The Patterson House at 4 
Loudoun Street, S.E., also known as McCabe's Tavern, was constructed circa 1760 in the 
Georgian style. Built of random rubble stone, the massive building is two stories in height and 
five bays in width. Typical of the style, it features an ornate, heavy molded wood cornice and 
evenly spaced 616 double-hung, wood sash windows. Other examples of the Georgian style of 
architecture are the Dr. John Urquhart House (ca. 1762) at 102 Comwall Street, N.W., the 
Reverend Thomas Birkby House (1780-1830) at 109 Loudoun Street, S.W., and the John Miller 
Ordinary (ca. 1760) at 20 West Market Street. 

A number of the buildings throughout the town of Leesburg are representative of the Federal 
style of architecture, the signature style of America's wealthy mercantile class. Chaste, 
conservative, and gracefully elegant, the style first appeared primarily in important coastal cities, 
but eventually was adapted everywhere in simpler vernacular forms. Brick was the material of 
choice for simplified Federal-style facades in Leesburg, marked by refined decorations and 
elongated proportions.2 Features commonly associated with this style in Leesburg are low- 
pitched roofs, smooth symmetrical facades, elliptical fanlights, and slender sidelights. 

An example of the Federal style in Leesburg is illustrated by the single-family dwelling at 201 
Cornwall Street, NW, which dates from the 1780s. Constructed of brick laid in Flemish bond, 
the main block of the building is three bays wide with a side-passage entry. This main block is 
representative of the urban dwellings or townhouses commonly erected within the town limits 
during this period. Typical of the Federal-style urban form, the building presents a vertical 
thrust, created by the elongation of the first-story openings and the pitch of the side gable roof. 
This dwelling was constructed of brick laid in Flemish bond with queen closures and set on a 
rubble stone foundation. The side and rear elevations feature five-course American-bond brick. 
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The elongated 616 double-hung, wood sash windows on the first story and the standard 616 
double-hung, wood sash windows on the second story create a verticality. Each of the openings 
is detailed with a finely detailed brick jack arch, wood sills, and louvered wood shutters. The 
property is augmented by a t~rn-of-the-19'~~centur~ brick smokehouse, laid in five-course 
American bond. The Federal style with the same vertical emphasis was noted on several 
dwellings, including the house at 202 West Market Street (ca. 1820), 28 North King Street (ca. 
1817), 11 Cornwall Street, N.W. (1800-1826), and 112 Edwards Ferry Road (ca. 1800). 

The exposed brick building at 222-224 West Market Street was originally constructed in the 
Federal style in the 1810s. The structure at 224 West Market Street was partially destroyed in 
1975, and subsequently reconstructed. Rising two-and-a-half stories, the building is constructed 
of brick laid in five-course American bond. The massing is vertical, with a side-passage plan. In 
contrast to the building at 224 West Market Street, the associated Federal-style building at 222 
West Market Street presents a central entry with horizontal massing. The diminutive window 
openings, holding 616 sash with wide muntins, are all standard in size. Additionally, the pitch of 
the roof is not as steep as that of the vertically emphasized Federal-style dwellings. Other 
examples of Federal-style domestic architecture are the Alexander McIntire House (1770, 1810) 
at 24 North King Street, the John Saunders House (ca. 1795) at 208 Edwards Ferry Road, the 
George Head House (ca. 1795) at 101 East Market Street, and the Lott House (ca. 1800) at 307 
South King Street. 

The Federal style was also applied to commercial, retail, financial, and religious structures in 
Leesburg, such as the John Meginnes Ordinary (1760, 1800) at 7 Wirt Street, N.W., the Odd 
Fellows Hall (1790-1820) at 20 Loudoun Street, S.W., the Valley Bank (1818) at 22 East Market 
Street, the William Burr Harrison Law Office (1800-1830), and the Leesburg Presbyterian 
Church (1804). The William Burr Harrison Law Office at 23 East Market Street is one story in 
height with a side-gable roof and exterior-end brick chimneys. Stretching five bays in width, the 
modest brick building features a centered entry flanked by two 919 double-hung, wood sash 
windows on each side. All of the openings on the f a ~ a d e  have brick jack arches. Although 
modest in detailing, the low-pitched roof and symmetrical f a ~ a d e  are characteristic of the Federal 
style. 
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The Leesburg Presbyterian Church is located at 207 West Market Street. The congregation, 
established during the American Revolution, was formally organized in 1804 when the church 
was constructed. The Federal-style church was constructed of brick laid in Flemish bond on a 
rubble stone foundation. The faqade, featuring two single-leaf entries on the first story, was 
historically the side elevation, with the original main entry originally facing e a t .  The alteration 
to the entries appears to have occurred about 1827. Extensive restoration efforts were 
undertaken in 1975. During this work, the original portion of the church, which had been 
substantially enlarged, was dismantled and reconstructed. According to church records, the 
walls and a few roof trusses remained standing, while the remainder was built from the 
foundation upwards. Despite this renovation, the Leesburg Presbyterian Church is believed to be 
the oldest church in Loudoun County in continuous use since its construction. 

Also notable in Leesburg is the Old Stone Church archeological site and cemetery on Cornwall 
Street, N.W. Although the church was demolished circa 1902, the site remains important for its 
status as the oldest Methodist property in the United States, dating back to 1766. The cemetery 
is adjacent to the archeological site, with graves dating as early as 1777. Richard Owings (1738- 
L786), the first American-born Methodist preacher, is buried here. 

~ i d - l 9 ' ~ - ~ e n t u r v  Architecture of Leesburg: 1831-1878 

The second phase of development in Leesburg occurred in the mid- to late 191h century. In 1858, 
the town was once again expanded beyond its original boundaries. By the Civil War, Leesburg 
had reached its zenith as a crossroads town and as county seat, with access to major 
transportation routes by road, ferry, rail, and stage. The majority of the resources constructed in 
this period were domestic, although commercial buildings, educational buildings, and churches 
were also constructed at this time. The range of forms and buildings that characterized the 
previous period continued, with smaller townhouses erected closer to the town limits and larger 
more high-style dwellings placed on larger lots surrounding the downtown area of Leesburg. 

The Kitzmiller-Norris House at 209 Loudoun Street, S.W. continues the architectural style and 
form commonly associated with domestic buildings from the late 181h and early 191h centuries. 
Erected about 1810, the two-and-a-half-story brick building has a Flemish-bond fasade and five- 
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course American-bond side and rear elevations. Offered at auction in 1837, the dwelling was 
described in the local newspapers as a "comfortable and spacious house." The property 
historically was home to a tannery, serviced by an extant brick springhouse that is 
contemporaneous to the main dwelling. 

One example of the townhouse form most commonly erected in Leesburg is the modest brick 
dwelling at 204 Cornwall Street, N.W., which was constructed in the early 1850s. The building 
is constructed of brick laid in five-course American bond with a side-gable roof. Standing just 
one-and-a-half stories, the vernacular building is five bays wide. Stylistic detailing, which 
appears to date from a later period, is applied to the central entry bay of the fagade. 

More typical of the modest single-family dwellings erected during the Antebellum Period (1830- 
1860) in Leesburg is the two-story building at 204 North King Street. Dating from the 1850s, 
the wood frame dwelling is three bays wide and set on a random rubble stone foundation. The 
vernacular house, not associated with any specific architectural influence, is ornamented with 
cornice returns and a two-light transom. The north and south elevations are clad with board-and- 
batten vertical siding, while the remaining elevations are clad with German siding. A turn-of- 
the-20'~.centur~ barn and 1920s garage also mark the property. 

The dwelling at 228 Loudoun Street, S.W. is representative of a common Virginia building form 
known as the I-house. This form is a traditionally vernacular two-story domestic building with 
end chimneys and a full-width porch on the fagade. The I-house always displays a three-bay 
widelone-room deep configuration, with a side-gable roof. In Virginia, this overwhelmingly 
common form began as early as the 1760s and continued well into the 1920s. In Leesburg, the I- 
house form was typically augmented by one- to two-story rear ells and was often more modest in 
scale than those noted in other rural Virginia counties. Examples of this form include the houses 
at 21 1 Cornwall Street, N.W. (ca. 1823), 208 Cornwall Street, N.W. (ca. 1890). and the altered 
15 Liberty Street, S.W. (1890-1905). 

Although a number of the resources throughout Leesburg are vernacular in nature, with little to 
no stylistic embellishment, likewise there are a number of buildings that represent the 
fashionable architecture of the times. From this period of growth, buildings are stylistically 
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embellished with details from the Federal, Greek Revival, Italianate, Gothic Revival, and Second 
Empire styles of architecture. 

The influence of the Federal style of architecture continued into this period of growth in 
Leesburg, as noted at the Presbyterian Manse at 305 West Market Street. The elongated 
dwelling was constructed in 1852 of wood frame. Architectural details associated with a specific 
style are minimal, although the influences of the Federal style are evident. The building has been 
substantially enlarged with two-story additions to both the south and east elevations. The 
property is no longer associated with the Presbyterian Church. 

As a stylistic influence, the Greek Revival filtered down to even the most modest rural 
farmhouses. Grander houses generally featured a columned portico supporting a triangular 
pediment - as on a Greek temple. Builders in Leesburg, and throughout Virginia, accomplished 
the same effect simply by turning the gable end of a house to the street, boxing in the gable with 
a triangular raking cornice, adding pilasters to the corners, and painting the building a pristine 
white. The Greek Revival style was popular from about 1840 to 1860 in Virginia. 

The house at 206 West Market Street and the addition at 201 Loudoun Street, S.W. are examples 
of the Greek Revival style. The stylistic ornamentation seen at 206 West Market Street is 
generally confined to the projecting front portico and entry surround. The raised portico is 
constructed of wood frame with a flat roof. Paired Tuscan posts support the molded double 
architrave of the entablature. The single-leaf entry that is framed by this portico is edged with 
multi-light sidelights and a transom. The house at 201 Loudoun Street, S.W. was constructed in 
two phases. The original circa 1800 main block is overshadowed by the circa 1850 Greek 
Revival-style addition. Like the house at 206 West Market Street, the Greek Revival-style 
detailing at 201 Loudoun Street, S.W. is largely confined to the front portico and entry. The flat- 
roofed portico is detailed with a plain entablature and fluted columns. Beneath the portico, the 
main entry features a door with four molded octagonal panels, a two-light transom, and two-light 
sidelights. Other examples of Greek Revival-style domestic buildings are the Murray House (ca. 
1830) at 308 South King Street and the St. James Episcopal Church Rectory (1858) at 8 
Cornwall Street. N.W.. 
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The Italianate style of architecture was similarly applied to domestic buildings throughout 
Leesburg. Well represented in pattern books, the Italianate style emerged in the 1830s along 
with the Gothic Revival and eventually proved to be even more popular, lasting well into the 
1870s. Stylistic elements noted in Leesburg include, square towers, asymmetrical plans, broad 
roofs, and generous verandahs. 

Although the original portion of Harrison Hall was constructed in the Colonial style in 1780, this 
building was subsumed in the 1840s within a grand Italianate-style building. The high-style 
Harrison Hall, located at 205 North King Street, is constructed of brick laid in five-course 
American bond, with an all-stretcher pressed-brick faqade. The hipped roof, overhanging eaves, 
and scrolled brackets are indicative of the style, as well as the elongated window openings. 

As domestic construction moved further from the corporate boundaries of Leesburg, the lots 
became larger, the dwellings were set back further from the street, and fashionable architectural 
styles of the period were applied. Dating from 1857, the Italianate-style Matthew Harrison 
House at 306 West Market Street was one of the first dwellings erected to the west of Ayr Street, 
outside the boundaries of Leesburg. The house and its smokehouse were constructed on twenty- 
eight acres of land. Architect Charles Haskins designed the dwelling, with noted carpenter John 
Norris supplying all of the building materials and serving as contractor. The house is one of the 
first dwellings in Leesburg erected by the prominent local building firm of Norris Brothers. The 
house stands two stories in height with a four-room plan augmented by a kitchen wing on the 
west elevation. It is constructed of brick laid in five-course American bond with a cross-gable 
roof edged by overhanging eaves and brackets. The masonry building features a two-course 
brick watertable and a fapde  constructed of pressed brick laid in stretcher bond. The 
overhanging cross-gable roof, clad with standing-seam metal, is accented with wooden brackets 
mounted on projecting bricks in a cross pattern. This motif is incorporated within the projecting 
brick frieze that encircles the roof of the structure on three elevations. A one-story wood frame 
portico with Tuscan posts and stylized brackets shelters the main entry. A two-story wood frame 
porch with similar detailing is located on the northern end of the west elevation. The interior of 
the building has a side-passage, double-pile plan. A contract between Harrison, Haskins, and 
Norris specified the dimensions and design of the building, as well as the materials to be used in 
its construction. A standard agreement written by Haskins, the contract directed Norris to 














































































































































































































