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I D E S C R l B E  THE P R E S E N T  I U D  O R I G I N A L  f l f h - )  P H V l l C A L  APPEARANCE I 
The Old and Histor ic  Leesburg D i s t r i c t  includes "a l l  a reas  encompassed by 
the o r ig ina l  town a s  the  boundaries a r e  shown on a map designated 'Grays 

. New Uap of Leesburg,' drawn from epecial  aurvsys in the year 1878 and 
located i n  the town of Leesburg Zoning Office." The exact l ega l  d e s c r i p t i o ! ~  
of the boundaries may be found i n  Ar t ic le  10A, sect ion 1, of the Zoning 
O r d i n m o f  the T a m  of Leesburg a s  amended March 31, 1968. The d i s t r i c t  
covers approximately t h i r t y - s ix  blocks o r  portions of blocks which conform 
t o  a rough gr id  plan and takes i n  the cen t r a l  and major portion of the 

' modern town of Leesburg. 

Near the center  of the d i s t r i c t  is the court  square which is surrounded 
by a rch i t ec tu ra l ly  agreeable commercial and administrative s t ruc tu re s  of 
mostly nineteenth century:origin.  The court  house is located near the  .-
in te rsec t ion  of King-and:Market S t r ee t s  which a r e  the pr inc ipa l  commercial 
s t r e e t s .  The remaining s t r e e t s  i n  the d i s t r i c t  a r e  almost e n t i r e l y  v b  

r e s iden t i a l  and contain  a harmonious assemblage of townhouse types rn 
dat ing  from the la te-eighteenth century through the twentieth century. The 
v i sua l  qua l i ty  and cham of the s t r e e t s  is enhanced by an abundance of  rn 
l a rge  shade trees, br ick  sidewalks, and pleasant,  wel l  maintained yards. -
The approaches t o  the  town from the north and west a r e  a s  y e t  l a rge ly  z 
unspoiled, but those from the south and espec ia l ly  the e a s t  a r e  badly 

UI 
marred by w l g a r  commercial development. Leesburg is surrounded by what 
it considered t o  be s o w  of the most beaut i ful  countryside on the eas te rn  -I 

seaboard. w 
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The town of Leesburg was established im.1758.-by anrAct of the ~ e n e r a l  
Assembly of Virginia authorizing Nicholas Minor t o s e l l l o t s  f r o m a  s i x t y  
acre  t r a c t  surrounding h i s  tavern. The-town..was to  serve as the county 

m sea t  f o r  the  newly formed Loudoun County. A comnittee of three men had 
Z been appointed a year e a r l i e r  to  lay out "proper s t r e e t s "  and t h e i r  

0 . repor t ,  which still  e x i s t s ,  forms the bas i s  for  the present layout of the- community. The sett lement had been known as Georgetown i n  honor of King 

k George I1 u n t i l  the county was formed i n  1758, and the name was changed t o  

U Leesburg i n  honor of Francis Lightfoot Lee. 

The town grew s ign i f i can t ly  during i ts  f i r s t  several  decades, but e x p a s i o n  
slowed considerably from the War Between the States  t o  the post-World War 
I1 era .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  Leesburg possesses an important co l l ec t ion  of 
s t ruc tu re s  dat ing from the late-eighteenth century through the ear ly-
nineteenth century, most of which a r e  wel l  maintained. Especially notable 
s t ruc tu re s  include the following: The l a u r e l  Brigade Inn, an ea r ly  stone 
tavern s t i l l  i n  operation; Osburn's Tavern, scene of a reception f o r  Lafayet1:e 
during h i s  v i s i t  i n  1825; the "Old Tavern," an a r ch i t ec tu ra l ly  dist inguished 
s t ruc tu re  b u i l t  i n  the late-eighteenth century; and the County Office 
Building, a d ign i f ied  Greek Revival building erected circa 1844 a s  the  
Leesburg Academy. The brick Classic  Revival Loudoun County Court House was 
completed i n  1895 on the s i t e  of two previous court  houses. Also located 
i n  the town i s  the s ign i f i can t  s i t e  of t he  Old Stone Church, demolished i n  
1900. The l o t ,  which was purchased by the  Methodists on May 11, 1766, was 
the f i r s t  property owned by the Methodists i n  America. 

The numerous e a r l y  dwellings and commercial buildings,  along with the 
s t ruc tu re s  c i t ed ,  combine t o  make Leesburg one of the  bes t  preserved and 

I 
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most picturesclue communities i n  Virginia. Fortunately the h i s t o r i c  i n t e g r i q ~  
and scenic  qua l i t y  of the town have received protect ion through h i s t o r i c  

i 
zoning es tabl ished i n  recent years. 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Ne-

1 hereby certify that this property is iricluded In the 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L a w  

Nationml Register. 

In the Nntional Register and certify that it has  been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procehres  s e t  
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2. 	 I n  order t o  preserve the unique c u l t u r a l  her i tage represented by the 
o r ig ina l  sec t ion  of the town, there  is hereby established i n  the  Town of 
Leesburg a d i s t r i c t  t o  be known a s  the "Old and Histor ic  Leesburg 

1 Dis t r i c t "  which s h a l l  include a l l  areas  encompassed by the o r ig ina l  
1 town a s  the boundaries a r e  shown on a nap designated "Grays New Map of 

Leesburg," d r a m  from special  surveys i n  the year 1878 and located i n  1 
 the  Town of Leesburg Zoning Office.  The boundaries a r e  a s  follows: 
I "Beginning on the e a s t  a t  the in te rsec t ion  of Loudoun and Market S t r e e t s  ' 
 and running northeast  p a r a l l e l  to Church S t r ee t  t o  the i n t e r sec t ion  p f  a 

l i n e  i n  project ion of North S t r ee t ;  thence northwest i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  
t o  and along North S t r ee t  to  the intersect ion of Church S t ree t ;  thence 
northeast  i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  p a r a l l e l  t o  King S t ree t  t o  the i n t e r sec t ion  
of a l i n e  i n  project ion of Union S t ree t ;  thence i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  
northwest t o  and along Union S t ree t  t o  the in te rsec t ion  of a l i n e  i n  
extension of Liberty S t ree t ;  thence southwest i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  t o  the  
i n t e r sec t ion  of Liber ty  and North S t ree t s ;  thence northwest i n  a s t r a i g h t  
l i n e  i n  extension of North S t r ee t  u n t i l  in te rsec t ing  a l i n e  i n  project ion 0; 
Ayr S t r e e t ;  thence southwest to  and along Ayr S t ree t  t o  a po in t  100 f e e t  
southwest of the in te rsec t ion  of Ayr S t r ee t  and Town Branch Creek; thence 
i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  i n  extension of South S t r ee t  southeast  t o  a point  200 
f e e t  west of King S t r ee t ,  s t i l l  on an extension of South S t r ee t ;  thence 
i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  southwest p a r a l l e l  to  King S t r ee t  t o  a point  500 f e e t  
south of the  ra i l road;  thence e a s t  acrosa King S t r ee t  i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  
p a r a l l e l  t o  South S t r ee t  for  1700 f e e t ;  thence northeast  i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  
p a r a l l e l  t o  King S t r ee t  t o  the in te rsec t ion  of Loudoun and Market Streeta ."  




