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Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Much Haddam is an early-nineteenth-century brick I-house, a little- 
altered example of the formal vernacular domestic architecture of 
northern Virginia. In an excellent state of preservation, the house is 
located in a scenic, semirural setting at the western end of the town of 
Middleburg, just beyond the boundary of the Middleburg Historic District. 
It is situated close to U.S. Route 50, formerly the Ashby's Gap Turnpike, 
and is a conspicuous historic landmark for travelers entering this noted 
community. On the grounds is a rare contemporary two-level kitchen 
outbuilding. 

The main section of Much Haddam has a five-bay facade and stands two 
stories above a full basement of rubble fieldstone painted white. The 
house is covered with a standing-seam sheet-metal roof with an interior- 
end chimney on the east end and a semi-exterior-end chimney on the west 
end. The walls are laid in fivercourse American bond and preserve traces 
of penciling on the mortar joints. Above the window and door openings 
are simple brick jack arches. The front door is currently reached by a 
double flight of curving iron stairs added by the present owner in 1968. 
At one time the front door was sheltered by a wooden Victorian porch but 
this had disappeared by the time the property was acquired by tile present 
owner in 1966. No evidence remains of an original porch. 

The second-floor windows preserve their original six-over-six sashes. 
The larger-proportioned six-over-six sashes on the first floor were 
installed in 1968 to replace two-over-two Victorian sash. Because the 
house is set against a steep bank, the basement is below grade on the 
rear elevation. The first floor of the rear is sheltered by an enclosed 
porch added by the present owner in 1989 to replace a smaller screened 
porch. Projecting from the rear is an early, if not original, brick ell. 
Early photographs in possession of the owner show that the ell was built 
to have only one story. Its roof was raised around the turn of the 
century to accommodate a second story. According to the present owner, 
an early log section was originally attached to the west end of the ell. 
It has long since disappeared but its foundation was discovered intact. 
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STATlWEtW OF S1C;NIPICANCE 

Much Haddam is a well-preserved example of Northern Virginia's formal 
vernacular architecture of the early nineteenth century. The brick 
structure employs the I-house form favored by many well-to-do farmers of 
the period. Located at the western edge of the town of Middleburg, on 
the former Ashby1s Gap Turnpike, the tall, narrow structure is a 
conspicuous historic landmark at one entrance to this noted community. 
The house probably was erected in 1820 by Richard Cochran on a tract 
adjacent to his own home, Capitol Hill, now the office of the Chronicle 
of the Horse. Much Haddam apparently was intended for resale since 
Cochran sold it soon after completion. On the grounds is a rare two- 
story kitchen outbuilding, one of the staters few examples employing a 
square plan. - 

Much Haddam is eligible for inclusion on the National Register of 
Historic Places under Criterion C. It is a little-altered example of an 
early-nineteenth-century brick I-house located in a prominent location on 
the western edge of Middleburg, Virginia. On its grounds is a rare two- 
level kitchen outbuilding. 

The land upon which Much Haddam stands originally was part of a much 
larger tract assembled by Leven Powell, the founder of Middleburg, and 
devised to his son Burr Powell in 1810. Burr Powell sold to Richard 
Cochran in 1819 the three and a half acres of this tract that were then 
located just west of the Middleburp town boundary. Cochran sold the 
property to William Swart in 1820. 
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Verbal Bc rndrry Deacrlptlon 
The boundary of Much Haddam is shown as the solid line on the accompanying map 
which is from Loudoun County Deed Book number 459, page 59. 
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Boundary Juatlflcatlon 
The boundary includes the house and outbuildings that have been historically 
associated with Much Haddam. 
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The present log section, containing the modern kitchen, was added by the 
present owner in 1972. It is built from logs salvaged from an abandoned 
dwelling that formerly stood near Gilbert's Corner in Loudoun County. 
Its ground dimensions matched those of the foundations at Much Haddam. 

The interior of Much Haddam preserves most of its original trim including 
doors, door frames, window frames, and hardware. The most elaborate room 
is the present dining room, which has a built-in two-section cupboard 
with original paneled doors to the left of the fireplace. The mantel 
here has bold symmetrical architrave trim for pilasters, a frieze 
decorated with two large pulvinated strips, and a boldly molded shelf. 
The stair in the center passage is relatively simple, having square 
newels and plain stringer. The room to the west of the center passage, 
now used as a library, has mostly original trim except for the Federal 
mantel that came from a house in Winchester and replaces a Victorian 
mantel. The bookcases were added by the present owner as was the crown 
molding both in this room and in the passage and dining room. The second 
floor preserves original trim throughout, including two simple Federal 
mantels in each of the main bedrooms. The entry into the west room has 
an original batten door with original hardware. A small room at the head 
of the stair, probably originally a nursery or storage room, now serves 
as a bathroom. The stair is continued to the attic; however, the railing 
on the first run is attached to the outside of a vertical board wall 
enclosing the stairwell. The basement is reached by stair leading down 
under the main stair. No partition separates the stair from the western 
half of the basement. The ceilings have exposed joists and an original 
Federal mantel decorates the westfireplace. To the east of the stair 
the space has been divided into utility rooms. 

The grounds of Much Haddam are attractively landscaped and contain 
several outbuildings. The main house is screened from the highway by a 
tall board fence with the space between the house and the fence serving 
as a parking area. To the west of the house is an interesting single- 
cell-plan, two-story brick kitchen outbuilding. The original kitchen is 
on the lower level; the upper level apparently was used for storage since 
it has diamond-shaped vents of brick lattice. The vents on the north 
wall have been replaced with small windows. The slope between the 
kitchen outbuilding and the rear of the main house is treated as an old- 
fashioned flower and herb garden. To the south of the kitchen 
outbuilding is a log outbuilding now used for storage but probably built 
as a smokehouse. At the end of the back yard is a small servants' house 
built in 1987-88. Down the slope from the servants1 house is a wooden 
horse barn dating from around the turn of the century. On the south side 
of the barn are the stone walls of a small outbuilding probably 
originally a dairy. West of the barn is a large pond and a pasture. The 
whole complex, comprising approximately six acres, preserves a tidy rural 
atmosphere despite its location within the town limits of Middleburg. 
The property is separated from the western edge of the Middleburg by two 



United States Department of the lntertor 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Skeet 

Section number Page 2 

noncontributing twentieth-century dwellings. Because the house stands 
very tall it can be seen for some distance on U.S. 50 (Ashby's Gap 
Turnpike), when approaching Middleburg from the west. The southern 
boundary of Much Haddam shares for a short distance a common property 
line with Boxwood, the former home of General Billy Mitchell, a National 
Historic Landmark. 

Calder C. Loth 
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Much Haddam probably was constructed in 1820 by Cochran, a physician who 
is credited with designing and building several dwellings in the area. 
Cochranfs own house, Capitol Hill (renamed Vine Hill after he sold it in 
the 1830s) still stands on what was then the adjoining tract to the east, 
just inside the town limits of Middleburg. The county land tax book for 
1820 does not show any buildings on the Much Haddam tract; the book for 
1821, which reflects the change in ownership from Cochran to Swart, shows 
$1,500 worth of buildings 09 the tract and contains the marginal note 
"buildings since assessed." 

Swart owned the property until 1835, when he sold it to William F. 
Broaddus. Broaddus may have added some improvements between then and 
1840, when he sold it to Mary P. Waugh. The 1840 land tax book reveals 
an increase in the value of buildings on the property from $1,500 to 
$2,300; although 1839-1840 was a reassessment period, it would have been 
likely that a dwelling more than twenty years old would have declin~d in 
value rather than increased, unless some improvements had been made. 

Mary P. Waugh continued to own the property until about 1866, when she 
sold it to Robert C. Leechman, who died in 1869. His estate sold the 
property to Joseph H. Patton in 1872 and Patton owned it until 1899, when 
he sold it to John S. Pancoast. Charles E. Harris acquired the property 
from Pancoast two years later; in 1904 William J. Luck purchased it, and 
in 1905 he sold it to Katherine D. Richards. 

Katherine Richards owned the property briefly, selling it to Archie J. 
Waddell in 1908. He sold the tract in 1914 to Eva V. Leith, who kept it 
until 1950, when she sold it to Emmett A. Roberts. In 1955 Roberts sold 
it to Christopher and Marguerite Greer. After Christopher Greer died, 
his widow sold the property in 1966 to Emily N. K. Church (now Mrs. 
Richard H. Hut~hison,~Jr.). It was Mrs. Hutchison who gave the property 
the name Much Haddam. 

John S. Salmon 
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ENDNOTES 

1. Loudoun County, Will Book I, 1809-1811, Reel 55, pp. 250-268, 
Virginia State Library and Archives, Richmond, Va. (VSL&A); ibid., Deed 
Book 2-2, 1819-1820, Reel 23, pp. 355-358; ibid., Deed Book 3-B, 1820- 
1821, Reel 24, pp. 334-336. 

2. Auditor of Public Accounts, Land Tax Books, Loudoun County, 1820- 
1821, VSL&A. It has been alleged that Much Haddam was constructed about 
1797; the fact that there was no entry for buildings on the tract in 1820 
seems to refute this legend. The phrase "buildings since assessed1J is 
ambiguous, however; usually tax collectors used the phrase "added for new 
buildingsJJ to explain an increase in the column for the value of 
buildings on a piece of property. Lands and buildings were reassessed 
statewide in 1820--a major undertaking. Could the house have been 
standing in 1820 but overlooked by the tax assessor, who then entered the 
change in the 1821 book with a marginal note that really meant "buildings 
accidentally omitted during the 1820 reassessmentJt? Hoping to find out, 
I read both books thoroughly. I found that the phrase "added for new 
buildingsJJ was never used, and that whenever the phrase 'buildings since 
assessed" appeared in the 1821 tax book, there was no amount entered for 
buildings on the same tract in 1820. Likewise, whenever the phrase 
lJadditional buildings since assessedtJ appeared in 1821, there was always 
a lesser amount entered in 1820, and an increase in 1821. Corrections 
were noted in the 1821 land tax book regarding acreage if a taxpayer had 
been charged for more or less land than he actually owned. It seems to 
me, then, that the tax collector was not so flustered by the task of 
reassessment in 1820 that he neglected to record a two-story brick house 
located practically on the very edge of the turnpike leading into 
Middleburg. My conclusion is that the house probably was constructed in 
1820 by Richard Cochran. 

3. Ibid., Deed Book 4-D, 1835, Reel 34, pp. 23-25; Deed Book 4-0, 1840- 
1841, Reel 37, pp. 262-264; Auditor of Public Accounts, Land Tax Books, 
Loudoun County, 1840-1841, VSL&A. 

4. Ibid., Land Tax Books, Loudoun County, 1841-1905, VSL&A. 

5. Loudoun County, Deed Book 8-H, p. 377, Loudoun County Courthouse, 
Leesburg, Va.; ibid., Deed Book 8-V, pp. 285-286; ibid., Deed Book 13-F, 
51; ibid., Deed Book 352, pp. 39-40; ibid., Deed Book 459, pp. 57-59. 
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