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Grassdale i n  a  two-story res idence  whose f r o n t  and s i d e  wa l l s  a r e  la id  
i n  running bond, pressed b r i c k  capped by a  low hipped roof and t h r e e  
i n t e r i o r  panel led  briclc chimneys. The T-shaped p lan  which inc ludes  a  
p r o j c c t i n c  b r i c k  e l l  l a i d  i n  American bond wit11 Flemish a t  t h e  r e a r  is 

p a r t i a l l y  framed by a  broad one-story verandah t h a t  extends across  t h e  main 
( e z s t )  f r o n t ,  halfway along t h e  south  end w a l l ,  bu t  b a r e l y  rounding the 
corner  a t  t h e  n o r t h  end. The brackets  along t h e  porch co rn ice  a r e  diminuti1.e 
ve r s ions  of t h e  l a r g e  b racke t ing  t h a t  occurs  along t h e  deep, p ro jec t ing  
caves of  t h e  roof  corn ice .  The porch pos t s  a r e  ornamented by g r a c e f u l  
snwn~iork i n  t h e  form of ogee-curved brackets .  The p r o j e c t i o n  of the  s ingle-  
bay p a v i l i o n  w i t h  i t s  three-sec t ioned  window i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  a  s i m i l a r  
porch p ro jec t ion .  These windows, formed by adding s i d e l i g h t s  t o  t h e  
r e g u l a r  window s i z e  of t h e  second f l o o r  l e v e l  and t h e  f loo r - l eng th  windows 
on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  a r e  used n o t  only i n  t h i s  c e n t r a l  bay,  bu t  a l s o  on 
the f i r s t  bay of  t h e  no r th  and south  end walls .  Outbuildings inc lude  a  
frame smolcehousc and k i tchen .  The l a t t e r  is a  two-story s t r u c t u r e  with 
b r i c k  noggin covered by board and b a t t e n  shea th ing  and has  a  c e n t r a l  
chimncy t y p i c a l  of  such bu i ld ings  from t h i s  period.  

The f l o o r  p lan  of Grassdale  c o n s i s t s  of a  c e n t r a l  f r o n t  h a l l ,  flanked 
by two rooms, t h a t  l eads  t o  a  c r o s s  h a l l  and s t a i r  wi th  t h e  d in ing  room 
bcyond, on a x i s  wi th  the  f r o n t  h a l l .  The f r o n t  h a l l  is def ined  a t  i t s  
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junc ture  wi th  t h e  c r o s s  h a l l  by a  "screen" of twin p i l a s t e r s  and entabla tur  I Ln 

with  modil l ioned corn ice .  Small porches t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  d in ing  room 
have becn enclosed :or a d d i t i o n a l  space. The i n t e r i o r  t r i m  i s  charac ter ize(  
by t h e  use of r o l l  moldings i n  t h e  a r c h i t r a v e s  framing the  openings,  the 

i : C 

use  of  a  cove i n  t h e  p l a s t e r  corn ices  of t h e  two main rooms and t h e  presencc n 
of white  marble mantcls w i th  rounded openings and curved she lves .  The .-I 
lower sash  of  t h e  f l o o r  l eng th  windows may be f u l l y  r a i s e d  by r e t r a c t i n g  - 
i n t o  t h e  wa l l  above t h e  window t o  form a means of eg res s  t o  t h e  verandah. 0 

Thc approach t o  Grassdale  meanders a c r o s s  t h e  open f i e l d s  and up the 
h i l l  t o  t h e  house,  s i t u a t e d  i n  a  grove of  t r e e s .  The house is separa ted  

z 

from i ts  backdrop of woods by a small  c l e a r i n g  con ta in ing  barns and farm Ln 

bu i ld ings .  



+ i I 
Although there were buildings at the site of Grassdale :n 

~n 'the 18301s,the present house was not constructed until 1861 by 
z I~ames Naury Morris, Jr., a member of one of the leading - families of the region. It is believed that Major Calvin ! 

Crebbs was the master carpenter for Grassdale as well as other 
w !impo?tant houses in the area. In the early nineteenth cenzury 
w ithe Grassdale tract was owned by James Morris's grandfather, 
V) Colonel Richard Morris,and in the early 1830's was acquired by 

Colonel Morris's son, Dr. James Maiiry Morris. Dr. Morris died I I .  In 1844, leaving Grassdale to his son James Maury Morris, Jr. I .  Morris, Jr.'s widow received title to Grassdale and the present 
/house at his death in 1872. James Maury Morris, Jr.ts daughter 
Imogene, who inherited Grassdale from her mother, married her 
cousin, Rear Adniral David Watson Taylor, born at neamy West j 
End, and a member of the distinguished Watson and Taylor i 
fanilies of Louisa County. Distinguished in his own right, 
Admiral Taylor was cited for meritorious performance of duty 
during the Pirst World War. Imogene, the Taylorsl daughter, i 
sold Grassdale to the Walton Lumber Company in Pendleton in 
1943. 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S i G N I F i C A N C E  

Grassdale is a rare example of a fully developed Italian 
Villa Style country. house in Virginia. Few such houses were 
built in the state's rural areas because the stabilization of i 
the population in the ante-bellum era made much new constractioip 
unnecessary. As a result, good examples of the Villa style, I 

I 
such as Grassdale, occur infrequently, in contrast to the 
northern and mid-western states where the style is more corrmon. 
IThe finely detailed house is especially notable for its handsom 

I bracketed verandah and for its splendid setting against the ,woods overlooking the cultivated Green Springs Valley, an area 
/characterized by a broad range of architectural styles. 
I 
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in the  National Register and cerlify that i t  has  been 

evaluated accord~ng to the  criteria and procedures s e t  

forth by the National Pa rk  Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [? State g Local  

I 
Name 

J.R. Fishburne,  D i rec to r  
V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  

Ti t l e  -- . . 

I hereby certify that this property is included i n  the 

National Register. 

Chief. Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

De te 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of Tho Net imsl  Register 

L Du'c _- Ontc 1 
G P O  B 0 1 . 0 ~ '  

_1 






