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[7. BESCRIPTION . T
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[Z] Altered ] Unaltered 1 Moved %] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

partially framed by a broad one-story verandah that extends across the main

Grassdale ia a two-story residence whose frent and side walls are laid
in running bond, pressed brick capped by a low hipped roof and three
interior panelled brick chimneys. The T-shaped plan which includes a
projecting brick ell laid in American bond with Flemish at the rear is

{(ezst) front, halfway along the south end wall, but barely rounding the

corner at the north end. The brackets along the porch cornice are diminutive

versions of the large bracketing that occurs aleng the deep, projecting
caves of the roof cornice., The porch posts are ornamented by graceful
sawnwork in the form of ogee-curved brackets. The projection of the singled
bay pavilion with its thrce-sectioned window is reflected in a similar
porch projection. These windows, formed by adding sidelights to the
regular window size of the second floor level and the floor-length windows
on the first floor, arec used not only in this central bay, but also omn

the first bay of the north and south end walls. OQutbuildings include a
frame smokehouse and kitchen. The latter is a two-story structure with
brick noggin covered by board and batten sheathing and has a central
chimney typical of such buildings from this period.

The floor plan of Grassdale consists of a central front hall, flanked
by two rooms, that leads to a cross hall and stair with the dining room
beyvond, on axis with the front hall., The front hall is defined at its
juncture with the cross hall by a "screen' of twin pilasters and entablature
with modillioned cornice. Small porches to either side of the dining room
have been enclosed for additional space. The interior trim is characterized
by the use of roll moldings in the architraves framing the openings, the
use of a cove in the plaster cornices of the two main rooms and the presence
of white marble mantels with rounded openings and curved shelves. The
lower sash of the floor length windows may be fully raised by retracting
into the wall above the window to form a means of egress to the verandah.

The approach to Grassdale meanders across the open fields and up the
hill to the house, situated in a grove of trees. The house is separated
from its backdrop of woods by a small clearing containing barns and farm
buildings. '
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‘northern and mid-western states wherée the style is more common.

(Morris, Jr.'s widow received title to Grassdale and the present

STATEMENT CF SiGNIFICANCE

Gragssdale is & rare example of a Tully develcoped Italian
Villa Style country house in Virginia. Few such houses were '
bullt in the state's rural areas because the stabilization of |
the population in the ante-bellum era made much new construction
unnecessary. As a result, good examples of the Villa style,
such as Grassdale, occur Infreqguently, in contrast to the

The finely detailed house 1s especially notable for ifs handsome
bracketed verandah and for its splendid setting against the
woods overlooking the cultivated Green Springs Valley, an area
characterized by a broad range of archifectural styles.

Although there were bulldings at the site of CGrassdale in
the 1830's,the present house was not constructed until 1861 by
James Maury Morris, Jr., a member of one of the leading
Tamilies of the region. It is believed that Major Calvin
Crebbs was the master carpenter for Grassdale as well as other
important houses in the area. In the early nineteenth century
the Grassdale tract was owned by James Morris's grandfather,
Colonel Richard Morris,and in the early 1830's was acquired by
Colonel Morris's son, Dr. James Maury Morris. Dr. Morris died
in 1844, leaving Grassdale to his son James Maury Morris, Jr.

house at his death in 1872, James Maury lMorris, Jr.'s daughter,
Imogene, who inherited Grassdale from her mother, married her
cousin, Rear Admiral David Watson Taylor, born at nearby West
End, and a member of the distingulished Watson and Taylor
families of Louisa County. Distinguished in his own right,
Admiral Taylor was cited for meritorious performance of duty
during the First World War. Imogene, the Taylors! daughter,
soﬁd Grassdale to the Walton Lumber Company in Pendleton in
1943.




9. MAJOR BiBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES -

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission files.

[10.. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COQRDINATES CATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 7
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY o DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROFERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE [ LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Dagrees Minutes Seconds | Degroes Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
Nw 38° 02" 507 8¢ 12 04" ° ’ - ° ' "
. o * ~ o
NE 33 02 50 78 11 21.°
a ] " -]
SE 38" 02 11 78 1r 21"
Sy 239 N2 11°® 8 ° ) . AT
APEROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
170, acres
ILiST ALL S5TATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAFPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | couNTY CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: coDE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
ety

1. FORM PREPARED BY. .

NAME AND TITLE!

Virainia Historic Landmarks Commiggion_ Staff

QRGANIZATION

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

DATE

Decegher 1972

STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 1116 Ninth Street State Office Building
CITY ORf TOWN! S5TATE CODE
Rigchmond Virginia 5

(T2 STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAIION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION -

National [ State

Name

forth by the National Park Service,

level of significance of this nomination is:

As the designated State liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89.665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

The recommended

& Local [

J.R. Fishburne, Director
Virginia Historic

Title _ Landmarks Commission

Dute

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chiel, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Regisler

Lrate
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U.5.G.5. 74" quadrangle (scale:1:24000)
Boswells Tavern, Va. 1970

GRASSDALE

latitude longitude
NW380902150n T780121QL"
NE38002 150" , 78011 121"
SE38002'11" . 78011129

SW38902'11™ 78012104





