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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (/f known) PHYSICAL APREARANCE

Hawkwood is a stuccoed brick country house in Italian or Tuacan Villa style.
The former Main eatrance to the house is contained in e projecting two-story

'pavilion with a gable end front. The first floor of this pavilion features

a round-arched opening above which is a Palladian window. On either side

of the pavilion is a one-story hipped roof wing. The south wing is surrounded
on three sides by an arcaded veranda. Rising above the south wing is a threed
story Italian Villa style tower covered by a shallow hipped roof. All the
other roofs have a shallow pitch, and their eaves display unornamented rafter
ends. In 1969, a two~story addition containing a garage and additional
bedrooms was placed on the rear of the north wing,

The ilhterior of Hawkwood is distinguished by an octagonal entrance hall, off
which the principal rdoms radiafe through large, well-proportioned archways,
giving an impression of openness and space flow. Architectural ornament is
kept to a minimum, although the principal rooms contain handsome marble
mantels., A staircase ascends in the tower, and ends in a small room with a

miniature marble mantelpiece.

The picturesque outline of Hawkwood is complimented by its informal and
highly picturesque setting. The house is sited on a knoll, and is surrounded
by irregularly placed boxwood and large shade trees. Both the positioning
and planting of Hawkwood were designed to take advantage of the sweeping
views of the rolling fields and small groves of the surrounding countryside.

In the vicinity of Hawkwood is an earlier two-story frame overseer's house.
The roof of the overseer's-house was altered in-the mid.nineteenth.century
to give the building a more romantic appearance. The extra gables and
deepened eaves of the house now feature scrolled bargaboardsiand scalloping,

typical of the picturesque cottage style.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hawkwood was designed in 1851 by Alexander Jackson Davis, a nationally
prominent New York architect, who designed houses, churches, schools,
courthouses, and state capitols all over America. Combleted’by 1855, the
house was commissioned by Richard O, Morris, a Virginia planter who was
actively interested in horticulture and scientific agriculture.

While much of Davis's work was inspired by both Greek and Gothic forms,
he was a leader in popularization of the Italian Villa style, fostered in
America by Andrew Jackson Downing. Inspired by the vernacular farmhouse
of the Italian countryside, the chief characteristic of the Italian Villa
style was the picturesque, asymmetrical outline of the structure. Of the
twenty-five to thirty picturesque villa houses designed by Davis, only
six are thought to survive. Of these, two are remodeling jobs and two
are not in the pure Italian Villa form. Thus Hawkwood survives as one of
-.only two.of .Davis's original Ltalian.Villa creations. As noted by Jane
B. Davies, a scholar of Davis's work, Hawkwood ''shows his ‘great skill in
 ‘handling:irregudar masses and it emhodies features very characteristic

s e

of his designing in thisstyle. Its arcaded veranda is notable an ‘18
unique among the survivors."
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ATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

" NATIONAL REGISTER VERIEICATION . -

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
In the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
\ level of significance of this nomination is:
National [X] State [} Local
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National Register.

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
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U.5.G.S. 15' quadrangle(Scaie:1: £62500)
Gordonsville, Va. (1961)
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