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Westend i s  a b r i c k ,  two-story s t r u c t u r e  wi th  hipped roof and a two-story, 
t e t r a - s t y l e  p o r t i c o  on the main, three-bay south  facade.  The masonry has  
supposedly always been pa in ted  a l i g h t  color giv ing  t h e  e f f e c t  of a 
stuccoed su r face .  The pedimented p o r t i c o  is i n  t h e  Tuscan Order wi th  the  
caps and bases o f  t h e  columns c a s t  i n  i r o n ;  the  facade f e a t u r e s  three-
sec t ioned  windows a t  e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  en t rance .  One s t o r y ,  three-bay 
wings f l a n k  the  c e n t r a l  block. The f r o n t  po r t ions  of both of  these  wings 
were o range r i e s  u n t i l  the  l a t t e r  h a l f  of t h e  n ine teen th  century ,  dur ing  
which the  wes tern  wing was f i l l e d  i n  and a three-sec t ioned  p r o j e c t i n g  bay 
was placed on t h e  f r o n t .  The main element on the  r e a r  o r  no r th  facade is 
a four  column, one-story Tuscan porch t h a t  extends almost  the  complete 
length  of t h e  c e n t r a l  block.  
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Four dependencies s tand  on the  no r th  s i d e  of  t h e  main bu i ld ing .  D i r e c t l y  
behind the  main block a r e  two long s t r u c t u r e s  wi th  c e n t r a l  chimneys; two 
smal le r  ones w i t h  peaked roofs  a r e  t o  the  e a s t  and west.  
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Al tered  Unaltered 

The c e n t r a l  h a l l  is d iv ided  i n t o  a n  en t r ance  h a l l  and r e a r  s t a i r  h a l l  by a 
framed opening complete wi th  s i d e l i g h t s  and s tandard  Greek Revival t r i m .  
The h a l l  is f lanked on both s i d e s  by two rooms, t h e  e a s t e r n  two be ing  
separa ted  by s l i d i n g  doors .  The mantels a r e  extremely s imple ones 
c o n s i s t i n g  of  p l a i n  p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  a p l a i n  f r i e z e  and s h e l f  and a r e  
i n  b lack  marble i n  the  two e a s t e r n  rooms and i n  wood elsewhere. The e a s t  
wing room and one o f  the  second f l o o r  rooms have smal l  a l coves  framed by 
e l l i p t i c a l  a rches .  

(Check One) 
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Westend is  one of  s e v e r a l  examples of i t s  type b u i l t  i n  Vi rg in i a  u t i l i z i n g  
t h e t e m p l e  f r o n t  w i t h  small f lanking  wings. Among o t h e r  s t ruc tb t res  i n  
the s t a t e  which u t i l i z e d  the  t h r e e - p a r t  p lan  a r e  the  Semple House i n  

. Williamsburg,:Eppington i n  C h e s t e r f i e l d  County, and E s t o u t e v i l l e  i n  
Albemarle County. The C l a s s i c a l  Revival and J e f f e r s o n i a n  t r a d i t i o n  i n  
Virg in ia  obviously were the  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r ~ w e s t e n d ,even cons ider ing  i ts  
l a t e  d a t e  o f  cons t ruc t ion  (1849), a s  evidenced not  only by the  p lan  bu t  
by the  use o f  t h e  Tuscan Order. Although t h e r e  a r e  no remaining p lans  
f o r  the  house, Westend does have extens ive  documentation a s  t o  the c o s t  o f  
ma te r i a l s ,  work, and the  names of the  workmen themselves. Colonel James 
Magruder, who supervised t h e  work, may have inf luenced t h e  des ign  of the  
s t r u c t u r e .  Westend i s  r e l a t i v e l y  unal te red  and i s  i n  an e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  of 
preserva t ion .  I t s  por t icoed  facade,  a somewhat r a r e  Vi rg in i a  r e s i d e n t i a l  
f e a t u r e ,  is a n  impressive p a r t  of  the  Green Spring a r e a ' s  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c .  
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Completed i n  1849, Westend was b u i l t  by Mrs. James Morris on land she  had 
i n h e r i t e d  from h e r  husband Doctor James Morris (1802-1837). Doctor Morris 
was a member of a we l l - e s t ab l i shed  Green Springs family and by h i s  dea th  
i n  1837 had acquired more than 1200 a c r e s  from inhe r i t ance  and purchase. 

A f t e r  h e r  husband's dea th ,  Mrs. Morris ,  who had spen t  her  married l i f e  
l i v i n g  wi th  h e r  mother-in-law, decided t o  have a n  es tab l i shment  of h e r  
own. A f t e r  c a r e f u l  planning she began bu i ld ing  i n  1848, leaving  t h e  
supe rv i s ion  of the  work t o  Colonel James Magruder. The work was completed 
i n  1849, and Mrs. Morris was t o  r e s i d e  t h e r e  u n t i l  her  dea th  i n  1869. 
The proper ty  a t  t h a t  time descended t o  h e r  daughter ,  Mary Minor Watson, 
the  wi fe  of  Henry Taylor.  Westend is now l ived  i n  and owned by Henry 
Taylor and Miss Mary Minor Taylor,  grea t -grandchi ldren  of  Mrs. Morris. 

Westend su rv ives  a s  a well-conceived p l a n t a t i o n  house of the  ante bellum 
per iod .  ' B u i l t  i n  the  h i s t o r i c  Green Springs area of  Louisa,  Westend 
was a working p l a n t a t i o n ,  a s  the  remaining s l a v e  dwel l ings ,  smokehouse 
and o f f i c e  g raph ica l ly  denote. Po r t ions  of  the Ortgirrs l ,  e laborahel formal  
gardens,  surrounded by a n  a n c i e n t  Osage hedge, have survived t o  t e s t i f y  
t o  the  ambit ious na tu re  o f  Mrs. Morris '  p lans .  
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