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From the earliest days of theé settlemént of Piedmont
Virginia the Green Springs area of Louisa County has been known
as a region of exceptional fertility, brosperity, and beauty.
Its farms, buildings, and families represent over two hundred
years of distinct architectural and social history. Contrasted
with the surrounding hilly iand of Louisa with its thin soil
exhausted by the eighteenth century tobacco culture, and fields
barren except for scrub oak and slash pine, the rolling Green
Springs area survives as a viable rural neighbornood composed
of flourishing historic estates.

The geological uniqueness of this compact tract of some
ten thousand acres was defined as early as 1835 in Joseph
Martin's Gazeteer of Virginia in the following account:

This tract lies in an jirregular circle of from
four to six miles diameter; and far exceeds all
the high land in the county, both in native fertility
and in susceptibility of improvement. Its soil
is dark grey, containing very little sand, or

~ stone of any kind; and resting at a depth of 12
or 15 inches, upon a stratum of firm red clay,
scarcely penetrable by water. Thus the Green
Springs land avoids the two great characteristic
defects of Louisa land == too large an intermixture
of sand, and too porous and gritty foundation.
It is particularly suited to wheat, yielding 8
or 10 bushels seed, without manure: and capable
of being made to yield 15, 20 or 30 to one. This
oasis is not heavily timbered: 1ts ocak and hickory
are rather stinted: it has little or no pine, and
a good deal of black-jack -- elsewhere a symptom
of sterility.

The effects of Green Springs' rich soil was noted earlier by
Thomas R. soynes in his Memoranda on a journey to the states
of Chlo and Kentucky in 1810. Joynes observed: "The lands of
Hanover and part of Louisa were very poor; but In the upper

part of the county there was the finest tract of wheat land































