


The e a r l i e s t  p o r t i o n- 'of t h i s  venerable  wooden s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  s e c t i o n  which 
extendsfr ,om e a s t. .. . .--t o  .west- . measuri_ng a p p r o x i m t e l y  5 0 '  x 26 ' ,  was o r i g i n a l l y- - ... 
c o n s t r ~ t e d . ~ . g-1740, The g a l l e r i e s  were xaced- in-e lFher- .end-of  the  bui ld i l  
a t  t h i s  t i m e ' a n i  t h e  p u l p i t  was loca ted  i n  the  c e n t e r  d f  t h e  no r th  wa l l .  
Apparently t h e  v e s t r y  p r o j e c t i n g  from t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  behind t h e  p u l p i t  
was p a r t  of  t h e  c o l o n i a l  f a b r i c ,  bu t  it has been r e b u i l t  more than once. 
Around 1800, t h e  s o u t h  wing conta in ing  t h e  p resen t  nave was e r e c t e d ,  g iv ing

.4;-r..... -. --- -. --
the+hurch a T shape. K'g'alPery was placed i n  t h e  south  end of  t h i s  wing, 
and i n  it was i n s t a l l e d  t h e  church's ce l eb ra t ed  Tanenburg p ipe  organ. 

CONDITION 

I n  1850, the  church underwent a n  extens ive  remodelling. The .o r ig ina l  box 
pe&s !w'e;e'removed and t h e i r  were used a s  wainscot ing and a s  r a i l i n g s  
f o r  the  f r o n t s  of  t h e  t h r e e  g a l l e r i e s .  The o r i g i n a l  wine-glass  p u l p i t  
w i t h  i t s  sounding board was a l s o  replaced'. The c e i l i n g s i n  _the o l d e s t  
po; t ibnof- t h e  b u i l d i n g  and - i n  t h e  f i r s t  bay ~ ~ . . ~o f  . -t h e~ nave-.~ ..-.were. lowered and 
made f l a t .  The second bay of  t h e  A y e  con ta in ing  t h e  organ g a i l e r y  r e t a i n s  
i t s  h igh -ba r re l  vau l t ed  c e i l i n g .  In.1885,  the  f l a t  c e i l i n g s  were adorned 
wi th  decora t ive  f r e scoes  of  r i c h  Vic to r i an  p a t t e r n s  by Guiseppe Oddenino 
who d id  o t h e r  such work i n  t h e  a r e a .  Francis  .,.Staling oT'%rfiS&wrg 5s --
believed t o  have executed pa in ted  decora t ion  under t h e  e a s t  and west 
g a l l e r i e s  and behind t h e  p u l p i t  i n  1870; however, t h i s  work w a s  removed 
i n  1961. 

Although most o f  t h e  church ' s  framing,--. as w e l l  as i t s  r q o g - g ~ s e s  and 
g a l l e r i e s  a r e  "or ig ina l ;  much o f  t h e  q t h e r  _fabric such  _ a s r o o f i n g ,---.--. 
clapboarding,~.~ sash ,  and s h u t t e r s  h a s  been  r e n e w e d  o v e r  _the -years. Much of 
the  f a b r i c  was-repTa?eain.f i61 when t h e  church underwent a major 
renovat ion.  During t h e  renovat ion ,  t h e  s tone  foundat ions oete s trenghtened 
wi th  concre te  block and veneered wi th  br ick .  The nar thex  and p resen t  
v e s t r y  a l s o  d a t e  from t h i s  renovat ion.  On t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  t h e  paneled reredor 
and chancel  f u r n i t u r e  were i n s t a l l e d .  

D E S C R l e E  T H E  P R E S E N T  &NO O R l G l N I L  (If how") P H Y S l C l L  A P P E A R A N C E  

E x c s l l s n i  Good Foir Deteriorated Ruins Unexposed 

Despi te  t h e  replacement of  much of  i t s  m t e r i a l  over  t h e  y e a r s ,  the  church 
r e t a i n s  i t s  p ic turesque  o u t l i n e ,  and an au ra  of age. I ts appearance is  
g r e a t l y  enhanced by i t s  b e a u t i f u l  s e t t i n g  on t h e  top  of a broad r i s e  wi th  a 
backdrop of r o l l i n g  f i e l d s ,  woodlands, and d i s t a n t  mountains. To the  
south  of t h e  church l i e s  i t s  cemetery, f i r s t  used i n  1904, and enclosed by 
a s tone  w a l l  i n  1930-31. A modern,_colonial:style b r i c k  bu i ld ing  housing 
the  church o f f i c e s  and Sunday school  rooms i s  loca ted  t o  t h e  e a s t  of  t h e  
church. 
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. SIGNIFICANCE I 

(STATEMENT O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  I 

C E R l o o  (Check One or Mmrs ea ApproprlareJ 

Pre-Columbion: , 16th Century la th  Century 20th Century 

15th Cen*ury 17th Ccnlury ' @ 19th Century . . 
1740S P E C I F I C  D A T E I S 1  (IIAppllcable llndKnown) 

A R E A S  OF S ~ C N I F I C A N C E  (Check One or More as ~ p p r o p ~ l a t ~ )  

A b o r i g i n a l  Education IJ Political Urban  Planning 

Plahistoric EnL,inccring Rcligion/Phi.  Other (Specify) 

His tor ic  0 Indus t ry  io=ophy 

IJ A g r i c u l t u r e  U Invent ion  Science 

Q Architecture Landscaps Sculpture 

AT+ Archi tec ture  Sociol/Human-

a C o m m ~ w ~ e  , , Literature itorian 

Communlcationr M i l i t a r y  IJ Thcotar 

Conservotian Music  IJ Tran%porlation 

I n  1740, Hebron, the f i r s t  Lutheran c o n g r e g a t i o n J n J i r g i n j a  and the  South, 
b u i l t  a church w h i c h ~ % i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ f i o n ' o fbeing the  -..o l d e s t.. house o f  
worship i n  continuous use by Lutherans i n  the  New World. This s t r u c t u r e  - -.- .me.~ .~ . 
the second church . to  be b u i l t  on the  s i t e - - i s  one of  the  few surviv ing  
frame-colonial  churches i n  Virg in ia .  

... ... .". 
. - .  
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The f i r s t  Lutheran immigrants came t o  Vi rg in ia  i n  1717 t o  work a t  Governor 
Spotswood's f ront ie r -mining community of  Germanna. Others  of t h e i r  
c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s  followed--these were s c a t t e r e d ,  a s  indentured se rvan t s ,  
over t h e  same northem-piedmont region.  I n  1725, most of  the  approximately 
s i x t y  Lutheran f ami l i e s  i n  Vi rg in ia  removed t o  the  Robinson River Valley. 
There: "a t  t h e  v e r y  border of  the  Country under the  Great  Ridge of 
Mountains," they formed the  congregat ion and community of  Hebron. Worship 
se rv ices  were begun i n  1726 i n  t h e i r  roughly-bui l t  "German Chapel." 

Hebron enjbybd some shppor t  from Europe; b u t  the  congregationtwas i t s e l f  
prospering.  The "German Chapel" gave way t o  a l a r g e r ,  handsome church 
- - the  e a r l i e s t  p o r t i o n  of  the  p resen t  building--by Augdst1740. A school 
house was added, and s c h o o l  r e g u l a r l y  conducted, from about  the  same time. 
At the  end of  the -cen tu ry ,  the present  south a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a  church was 
cons t ruc ted  . Hebron's famous p i p e ' o r g i i ,  b u i l t  around. ,1800._by-d~, 
Tannenburg p f  L i t i t z ,  pennsylvania ,  was . i n s t a l l e d - i n t h e  g a l l e r y  of  t h i s  . - --
a z d i t i o n .  A remafkable surv'ival,  t he  organ has  been i n  continuous use  
s ince  i t s  i n s t a l l a t i o n  and remainsa lmos t  completely u n a l t e r e d ,  having 
i t s  o r i g i n a l  p ipes ,  Case,-keyboard and s tops .  Among o the r  valued o b j e c t s  
belonging t o  the  congregat ion a r e  s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s  of  ear ly-e ighteenth  
century  English pewter, and a Germin-made s i lve r .  c h a l i c e  and paten from 
the same e r a .  This communion s e t  i s  the  o l d e s t  of any Lutheran congregat ior  
i n  the South. 
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112. STATE LIAISON OFFICER C~RTIFICAItm NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I 
As the designated Sts te  Lisison Officer far the ~ e -

tionai Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law' 
8 9 4 6 5 ) .  1 hereby nominate th is  property for inclusion 

in  the Netionsl Register and certify that i t  has been 
. . .  . .  

evslueted,according to  the  criteria and procedures s e t  

forth by the Nations1 Perk Service. l 'he recommended 

level  of significance of this nomination is :  

National State Lacs1 

C d m * ,  
D r .  Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 

Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 
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