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Narrative Description 

Contributing Resources: 
The house at  Woodbotrrne i s  3 two-story gable-roofed br ick structure 

bu i l t  between 1805 and 1813. The Madison County Deed Books indicate that 
the property on which th is  house was constructed was bought by Henry Price 

i n  1805. The personal property tax records of 18 15 document the presence 

of a s igni f icant house on the property a t  that  time.2 This improvement i s  

 onfi firmed by the reassessment records of 181 7.3 The house has a chimneq 
positioned at  e i ther gable end (east and west), a f ront  porch, a two-story 
frame wlng attached t o  ei ther gable end, and a one-story rear frame wlng. 
The old kitchen i s  a two-story building adjacent to, but not connected t.o, 
the house. A retaining wa l l  extends f rom the east side of the house In  iron! 
of t.he old kitchen; another extends i n  back of the house and old kit.chen. 1 he 
i o l r r n ~ ~ a t i o  of t.he br ick house, the f i r s t  story of the old kitchen, and t.he 
ret.nlnlng wa l l s  are of fieldstone; the part  of the north retainlny wa l l  !hat 1s 
d i rect ly  behind the house was replaced w i t h  concrete i n  1926. The in te r io r  
of t.he br lck holnse retains many of i t s  original materials, including mant.els. 
f loors, vvindows and doors; the in ter iors  of the wings re i l ec t  la te r  additlotis 
from t.he 1940s and 1990s. The house i s  located i n  ro l l i ng  Piedmont 
~count.ryslde. From the entrance, o f f  State Road 657, the drive descends the 
h i l l ,  crosses a stream and then turns west, past a i a r m  building and into the 
gard, which i s  on a gradual slope opposlte the entry h i l l .  The only bulldlngs 
i n  the immediate v ic lnr ty are nine i a r m  buildings, which probably date to 
t.he 1940s. The surrounding land consists of pastures wr th  woods beyond. 
The f i e l d  i n  f ront  of the house slopes to  the stream, on the other side of 
which l i e  the rlrlns o i  the foundation of an early barn, a contrrbuting site. 
The land behind the house r ises s lowly  to  a rrdge and a smal l  grove o i  trees 
where t.he grave o i  the builder of the house, Henry Price, 1s believed to  be 
locat.ed. 

The i r on t  porch cons~s ts  a t  present of a c~nderblock foundation, palnted 
wooden steps, wooden rai l ings, four plain square columns and t w o  pilasters 
and n shed roof covered i n  standing-seam tin. An 1899 photograph of !he 
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house shows the original porch was supported on br ick piers that *,ifere 
painted white.  Wooden steps extended across the ent i re w ld th  of the porch 
and the four columns, w i t h  decorative moldings, were more closely paired, 
creating a wider  entrance space. There were no ra i l ings on the s ta i rs  and 
the porch ra i l ings had a chinoiserie design. The roof was lo\v and hipped, 
probably covered w i t h  kvooden shakes, and contained a bu i l t - in  gutter.  Plans 
are i n  process t o  restore the porch as closely as pract ical  t o  i t s  oriqinal 
appearance. 

The main house has a fieldstone foundation t w o  feet thick. There are 
t w o  windows i n  th is  foundation, one on ei ther side of the porch. These 
openings were somewhat smaller i n  the original house and were f i l l ed  w l  t.h 
*vertical wooden bars, painted white.  Plans are also under way fo r  
restorat ion of the original fenestration. An original door leads through the 
foundation beneath the porch in to  an earthen floored cel lar. This ce l lar  $%'as 
enlarged toward the back of the house (north) i n  the 1940s t o  accommodat.e 
plumbing. A t  that  t ime  concrete buttresses were placed around some of t.he 
in te r io r  folrndation and a door was created near the southwest corner of the 
cel lar  t o  give access t o  a garage. 

The br ick on a l l  sides of the original house i s  la id  i n  Flemish bond, neatly 
pointed. In general, the br ickwork i s  i n  good shape w i t h  only minor rnortar 
damage and very rare spalling. Some old sett lement cracks on t.he f ront  
\yere pointed up w i t h  Portland cement i n  the past, but th is  has been removed 
recently and w i l l  soon be repointed w i t h  mor tar  resembling the original. 
The window and door frames are original and in  good shape, and many of the 
old window panes are intact .  A l l  of the windows, including those on either 
side of the chimneys i n  the at t ic ,  original ly had shutters. The old hnrd',iu'are 
i s  s t i l l  i n  place, even fo r  the wlndows currently wl thout shutters. The 
cornice consists of heavy, handsome wood molding i n  f ront  and back The 
gable roof i s  covered w i t h  standing-seam metal. The original roof had 
wooden shakes. The original f ron t  door was replaced long ago w i t h  a door 
,with raised panels; however, the original lock was retained and the original 
f ront  door, a simple six-panel pine door, has been found i n  a barn and !"/ill be 
replaced. 

The in te r io r  of the old house has a simple two-over-two roorn plan w i t h  
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an enclosed s t a i r w a y .  T h e  o r i g i na l  s t a i r  opened th rough a nar row door a t  
t h e  rear  ( n o r t h )  end of t h e  w a l l  d i v i d i ng  t h e  t w o  rooms on t h e  ma in  f l o o r  In 
t h e  1Y40s t h e  s t a i r w a y  w a s  reversed,  w i t h  t w o  s teps  a t  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  
ent rance room leading t o  a landing and s t a i r w a y  ascending t oward  t h e  rear  
of t h e  second f l o o r .  T h e  opening i n  t he  w a l l  a t  t h e  ma in  f l o o r  level  w a s  only 
a; w i d e  as t h e  landing and ra the r  heavy ba lus t rades  and newel  posts  f lanked 
t h e  t w o  s teps  leading i n t o  t h e  ent rance room.  The opening i n  t h e  w a l l  has 
been doubled i n  w i d t h  and t h e  balust rades and newel  pos ts  have been 
replaced by a s ing le  w a l n u t  ba lus t rade  and newel  pos ts  salvaged f r o m  the 
F leming L ipscomb house i n  Orange, V i r g i n i a  ( b u i l t  i n  1838) .  T h e  man te l s  a re  
o r ig ina l  t o  t h e  house and are  f i n e  examples of vernacu la r  !vorkmanshlp,  w i t h  
reeding, cones and s t y l i z e d   sunburst.^. T h e  en t r y  room mante l  measures 
105" X 70 11'2" and t h e  d in ing room mante l  1 0 4  X 66". Hear ths a re  of 
f i e l ds tone .  T h e  or ig ina l  hear t  pine f l o o r s  a re  i n  good shape ( t hose  i n  t he  
d in ing room w e r e  covered w i t h  oak i n  t h e  1940s ) .  T h e  i n t e r i o r  windo!.v 5111s 
measure 14 1/2" i n  depth and f l a r e d  revea ls  a l l o w  more  l i g h t  t o  en te r  
through t h e  t h i c k  w a l l s .  T h e  d o w n s t a i r s  w i n d o w s  have n ine panes over s i r ; ,  
<~vh i l e  those  ups ta i r s ,  w h i c h  a re  na r rower ,  have s i x  over  s i x  panes. 

T h e  second f l o o r  of t h e  old house cons i s t s  of t w o  rooms,  a smal l  ha l lway  
a t  t h e  back of t he  house, and a bathroom i n  t he  n o r t h w e s t  corner .  T h e  f l o o r s  
cons i s t  of o r ig ina l  hear t  pine boards. T h e  man te l s  a re  or ig ina l . ,  bu t  s i m p l e r  
and s m a l l e r  t han  those  downs ta i r s .  T h e  hear ths a re  b r i c k .  T h e  a t t i c  has 
o r ig ina l  pine f l o o r i n g  and or ig ina l  f r am ing .  

T h e  present east  w i n g  cons i s t s  of one ma in  room on each leve l :  a 
basement,  k i t chen  and bedroom, w i t h  a laundry room a t  t h e  no r th  end on t h e  
ma in  l eve l .  T h i s  w i n g  w a s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 s  as a k i t chen  w i t h  an enclosed 
porch a t  i t s  f r o n t  ( sou th )  e leva t ion .  However ,  i n  an 1899 photograph, t he  
shed roof  of a lean- to  can be seen i n  t h i s  spo t .  An opening on t h e  ou ts ide  of 
t h e  eas t  chimney f o r  a s tove  pipe, and evidence of t h e  des t ruc t i on  of a 
wooden s t r u c t u r e  at tached t o  t h e  gable end of t h e  bu i ld ing  (ho les i n  t he  
b r i ck  no r th  of t h e  chimney f o r  c e i l i n g  j o i s t s ,  smoke d i sco lo ra t i on  of t he  
b r i c k s  and charred remains  i n  t h e  ground bet ! reen t h e  east  w i n g  and the  old 
k i t chen )  suggest t ha t  a k i t chen  w a s  at tached t.0 t h i s  s ide  of t h e  o ld  house at  



United States Department of the lnterlor 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic PIacas 
Continuation Sheet 

Woodbourne 
Madison Co., Virginia 

Section number 7 Page Ir 

on early date. 
The west  wing was added i n  the 1940s and consists also of one room on 

each level: garage, l ibrary, and bedroom. A one-story addition !",as recentl!J 
constructed at  the back (north end) of th is  wing, creating a hallway, closet. 
and bathroom. 

The back wing i s  the present l i v ing  room. When acquired by the current 
ownet-i t  contained a bathroom at i t s  west end, t w o  closets and a small 
room w i t h  a door leading in to  another enclosed porch, which, i n  turn, opened 
in to  t.he kitchen. The closet i n  the former exter ior  wa l l  of the dining room 
was made in to  a display cabinet, the other closet and the bathroom were 
removed, the doors and windows were rearranged, the door t o  the enclosed 
porch a t  the east end was removed, and that  porch was made in to  the 
present laundry room. The present Dr. George Nathaniel Thr i f t ,  a direct  
descendant of the f i r s t  T h r i f t  owner, remembers w e l l  the t ime spent at  
\qoodbourne as a small boy; he reports that the fami ly  had i t s  meals i n  th is  
back room. Apparently f rom early t imes the door on the north w a l l  of the 
entry room opened onto a porch and the door created f rom a window i n  the 
north w a l l  o f  the present dining rootn led tu the early dining room. I t  i s  
clear then that  f o r  most of i t s  existence the house has had one-room frame 
additions t o  i t s  east and north sides. 

The old k i tchen consists of a stone f i r s t  story w i t h  a large stone 
chimney w i t h  a br ick stack at  i t s  eastern end. The second story i s  frame 
clad t,vith weatherboard, and the roof i s  covered i n  standing-seam metal .  
There i s  a galvanized metal  roof attached t o  the f ront  of the kitchen. The 
area i n  f ront  of the kitchen and extending t o  the east side of the house i s  
paved w i t h  old bricks. The in te r io r  consists of a single room on the main 
f loor  w i t h  a stone f ireplace and stone hearth at  the east end. The f loor  1s 
concrete covered w i t h  asphalt t i les .  The i n te r i o r  wa l l s  have been 
whitewashed and then painted various colors. The room has a beaverboard 
cei l ing and an enclosed s ta i r  to  the second f loor. The second f loor  has one 
room w i t h  t w o  windows on the front (south) w a l l  and one on the back inat-th) 
wa l l .  The f loor  conzists of crude planking, the wa l l s  are ~ n f i n i ~ h e d ,  and the 
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cei l ing beams are exposed. A hole i n  tl ie siding on the east wa l l  ga8ve 
passage t o  a stove pipe which fed in to  ttie chirnney. The 1893 photograph 
shows that th is  kitchen was or ig inal ly a story and a hal f  w i t h  s r i~a l l  
windows on the upper level at  the west  gable end. Also the window on the 
front (south) side of ttie main f loor  was s sniall single window. kt some 
t ime during th is  century, and during T h r i f t  fanl i ly  ownership, the roof was 
raised and tl ie l o f t  was converted in to  a room. A t  that  t ime probably the 
window on the f ront  (south) wa l l  was enlarged and the chimney was raised 
fo r  clearance over tlie new roof. During recent work on the chimney the 
original chimney was found to  be i n  f a i r l y  good shape and required only 
repainting; however, the extension added when the roof was raised was i n  
deteriorated shape. Therefore, since there i s  no plan to  use th is  f ireplace 
and since the original co l lar  to  the old chimney was s t i l l  intact ,  i t  was 
decided simply t o  remove the 20th-century addition. Restoring the int.erior 
and retaining the present fralning f o r  ttie second f loor  are planned. 

The ruins of the foundation of the old barn, another contr ibuting site, are 
located across the creek t o  the south of the house. This was the main barn 
f o r  the property; i t  i s  described i n  the WPA Histor ical  Inventory of l q f 7  as 

"a large barn on rock f ~ u n d a t i o n . " ~  i n  the la te  1940s the drylaid stone 
foundation Was reinforced w i t h  concrete and the log and handhewn t i r i ~be r  
framing, v<hich was by that t ime i n  bad shape, was replaced. The year 
fo l lowing th is  work the barn was struck by l ightning and has been i n  ruins 
since then. 

Floncontri buting Resources: 
The frame farm buildings have, i n  general, s ln i i l a r  construction, w l t h  

cancre1.e block foundations and vyeatherboards or board and batten. Probably 
tall bu i l t  during the 1940s, they c o n s ~ s t  of a two-story shed and granary, a 
three-bag shed, a hen tiouse, a barn and shop, a ca t t le  barn, a hog barn, two  
hey barns and a spnnghouse. 
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Notes 

I. Madison County Deed Book 4, p. 76  
2. Madison County Personal Property Tax Books, 1793-1 8 18, on r n ~ c r o f i l m  
f rom the Archives Division, The Library of Virginia, reel  241 
3. Madison County Land Books, 1793-1829, on m ic ro f i lm  f rom the Library o i  
Virginia, reel  * I 8 4  
4. Works Progress Administrat ion of Virginia, Histor ical  Inventory f o r  
Madison County *107, March 2, 1937, on m ic ro f i lm  f rom the Library of 
Virginia 
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Narrat.ive Statement of Signficance 

The house at  Woodbourne i s  a f ine example of the Federal s ty le  of 
architecture i n  the Piedmont area of Virginla. Bu i l t  between 1805 and 18 I4 
for  Henry Price, Woodbourne i s  a rc l~ i tec tu ra l l y  dist inqu~shed by the f ine 
qual i ty of i t s  masonry, the handsome crown molding of i t s  cornlce, the nlce 
proportion of i t s  rooms, the monumental qual i ty of i t s  main f loor  mantels, 
end the in tegr i t y  of tr11~Ch of i t s  original architectural fabric. A f t e r  Henry 

Price's death the property was purchased by Dr. George N. Thr i f t ,  a 
physician who achieved some notor iety because of a threatened duel w i t h  
James L. Kemper who l a te r  became a Confederate general and governor of 
Virginia. Woodbourne remained i n  the possession of the T h r i f t  fami ly  f o r  
approximately a century. Laid i n  a f ine  Flemish bond, the br ick work has 
been at t r ibuted t o  master mason, Wi l l iam 6. Phil l ips, who had worked fo r  
Mr. Jef ferson and who was later, i n  1828, involved w i t h  work on the Madison 

Col1nt.y  ourt tho use.^ However, the at t r ibut ion to  Phi l l ips  cannot be 
established on architectural evidence alone. The simple, p la in l ines of t.he 
house, combined w i t h  the evident craftsmanship of the builders and the 
rus t l c  charm of the countryside surrounding i t  present a beautiful pict!rre i l l  

an early- 19th-century Virginia farmhouse. 

In general, the design of Woodbourne i s  s ~ m p l e r  than that of many 
Federal-style houses i n  the reglon (the plain br ick l in te ls ,  the absence o f  
t.ransoms, fanlights, and sidelights; the absence of a center hal l ;  the 
enclosed stairway). Woodbourne resembles the Price fami ly  home, 

Coolwater, i n  Hanover However, the relat ionship o f  Henry Price t o  
the Prices of Coolwater has not been established. Henry Price, a prominent 
landowner, tvas purchasing land i n  Madison County as early as 1795 and by 

1806 owned 886 acres.4 
Henry Price i s  reported t o  have requested that his grave s i te  be marked 

by a twenty-foot square wa l l  of stone, f i l l ed  i n  w i t h  stone.5 Some of th is  
stone remains as a mound on the h i l l  behind the house. In 1848 the Pr0pert.y 
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was bought by a physlc~an, Dr. George Nathan~el Thr i f t ,  son of Robert T h r i i t  
o f  Albemarle County. Dr. T h r i f t  was promlnent local ly and achieved national 
not.oriety when, as the resu l t  of a courthouse argument w i t h  his attorney, 
.James Lawson Kemper, a duel was scheduled between the two. A local judge 
had both men arrested before the duel could occur, but the disagreement led 
to t.he publication o i  pamphlets by each of the men, putt ing fo r th  the i r  

arguments.' The controversy b i t t e r l y  divided the community f o r  a long 
t ime. Dr. T h r i f t  rernained an active physician i n  th is  area; Kemper became a 
Civ i l  War general and l a te r  governor of Virginia. The descendants of Dr. 
T h r i f t  continued t o  farm Woodbourne, the name they gave the property, and 
l ived here un t i l  1943. There have been four owners since that t ime. 

Despite the lapse of t ime and the number of owners, the t w o  main-f loor 
rooms of the old house remain essential ly unchanged, except f o r  the 
reversal of the s ta i rs  and the creation of t w o  doorways. Additions were 
necessary f o r  fami ly  l i f e  and a l l  indications point t o  the presence of east 
and north wings f rom the early years of the house. The west  wing, although 
i t  dates f rom the 1940s, gives some symmetry that  seems appropriate t.0 
t.he simple l ines of the main house. The early wings were frame and i t  
seems f i t t i n g  that  the 1940s wings should be frame. This choice also 
avoided the need to  paint the main house i n  an e f f o r t  t o  hide discrepancies 
between old and new brick. 

The general appearance of the house, therefore, i s  not harmed by the east. 
and west wings. The house remains an attractive, simple farmhouse, 
looking much as i t  must always have looked, i n  i t s  tranquil, bucolic sett ing. 

1. Madison County Deed Book 19, p. 4 
'11. Dove, V., Madison County Homes, p. 10 
3. Lancaster, R. B. Old Homes of Hanover County, p. 121 
4. lladison County Land Books, 1793- 1829, on microf i lm, reel * 184 
5. Dove, V., ibid. 
rj Woodward, Howard R., The Confederacy-gotten Son, pp. 33-22 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundaries of Woodbourne a re  described i n  Madison County Deed Book 
237, pp. 653-65k, and indicated on the  accanpanying map, o n t i t l e d  "Woodbourne, 
Madison County, Virginia," a copy of the  map i n  Madison County P l a t  Book 20, p. 1. 

Boundpry J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The bounduios  include tho house, o ld  kitchen d the  fa118 buildings, a l l  
sf which, together  with t he  mrrounding land, am h i s t o r i c a l l y  aaseciated with 
the  property. 
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