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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Corbin Cabin was b u i l t  ca .  1910 by George T. Corbin. . A s  o r i g i n a l l y  cons t ruc ted ,  
t h e  cabin  cons i s t ed  of  a l i v i n g  room and an u p s t a i r s  room d i r e c t l y  overhead. The 
k i t chen  was added by Corbin a t  a l a t e r  da t e ,  and a lean-to bathroomhad been 
p a r t i a l l y  completed when M r .  Corbin was ev ic t ed  from t h e  proper ty  i n  1938. The 
proper ty  was purchased by t h e  Commonwealth of  V i rg in i a  f o r  eventua l  i nc lus ion  wi th in  
Shenandoah National  Park. From t h e  t i m e  of i t s  abandonment i n  1938 t o  1953 t h e  
cabin  w a s  vacant .  I n  1954 t h e  Potomac-Appalachian T r a i l  Club renovated t h e  cabin 
f o r  use  a s  an overn ight  s topping po in t  f o r  h i k e r s  i n  Shenandoah National  Park. 

, . . . .  

E x t e r i o r ' - A s  i n  t h e  days when the  cabin was f i r s t  cons t ruc ted ,  no  roads l ead  t o  
t h e  cabin.  Today, t h e  c l o s e s t  road i s  Skyline Drive in shenandoah  National  Park, 
approximately 1.5 miles d i s t a n t .  The cabin i s  a 22 foo,t by 16 f o o t  s i n g l e  ropm 
sadd le  and "V" notched l o g  cabin  wi th  s i d e  and r e a r  l o g  lean-tos.  The 11 f o o t  
by 12-112 f o o t  lean- to  on t h e  'nor theas t  ' s ide  w a s  under cons t ruc t ion  when t h e  cabin 
was vacated by t h e  Corbin family i n  1938. It was l a t e r  completed by t h e  Potomac- 
Appalachian T r a i l  Club and i s  now used a s  a s l eep ing  a r e a .  The 9 f o o t  by 16 foo t  
r e a r  lean-to has  a smal le r  s tone  chimney b a n d  t h e  s tone  cab in  chimney and i s  used 
a s  a k i tchen .  The cabin and r e a r  lean-to r e s t  upon an enclosed s tone  foundation. 
The s i d e  lean- to  r e s t s  on suppor t ing  s tones  under t h e  co rne r s .  A t i n  roof covers  
t h e  e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e  inc luding  t h e  f r o n t  porch. This  roof has  been covered over 
by l a y e r s  of  a s p h a l t i c  roof ing  compound t o  preserve  it and s e a l  l e a k s .  A f r o n t  
porch and s t a i r q l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  f r o n t  porch which were p a r t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  con-
s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  cabin  have been replaced i n  kind by t h e  Potomac-Apdachian T r a i l  
Club. - T o  reduce vandalihm, t h e  c l u b . h a s  added b a r s  and s h u t t e r s  on t h e  windows 
and ba r s  on t h e  doors. Sca t t e red  about t h e  one-acre t r a c t  surrounding t h e  cabin  a r e  
f e a t u r e s  which were once p a r t  of t h e  farmstead of George T.  Corbin. They inc lude  s tone 
w a l l s ,  fences ,  and bu i ld ing  foundat ions.  . ,  : , , ' . ,  
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I n t e r i o r  - The i n t e r i o r  c o n s i s t s  of t h e  previous ly  mentioned l i v i n g  and k i t chen  

a r e a s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s i d e  lean-to. An a t t i c  o r  l o f t  a r e a  above' t h e  main ' l i v i n g  

room i s  reached by a s ta i rway t o  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  f r o n t  door.  The a t t i c  c e i l i n g  

i s  made up of peeled l o g s  running t h e  f u l l  l eng th  of t h e  bui ld ing .  On top  of t h e  

l ogs  a r e  r a f t e r s  which a r e  f l a t  boards l a i d  on t h e i r  s i d e s  wi th  l a t h  on top. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE --CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 


-1400-1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 


-1 500-1599 AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 


-1600-1699 &RCHlTECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

-1700-1799 A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 


-1800-1899 -COMMERCE XEXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 


-1 900- -COMMUNICATIONS JNOUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER ISPET'CV' 


-INVENTION 


in 


SPECIFIC DATES 1909-10 BUILDER/ARCHITECT unknown 


STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE * 
Corbin Cabin is significant inthat it is the only structure in Shenandoah ,~ 

~ational park which remains as an intact example of a ,mountain cabin. It is 

'typical of those buiit and used b; 'residents of the various "hollow" communities 

which existed prior to the establishment of Shenandoah National Parlc. Hollows 

are small, remote mountain valleys,in this case where small groups of people 

resided. 


The area in which Corbin Cabin is located is known as Nicholson Hollow, which is 

thought to have been permanently settled in the late-18th century. The hollows 

of the area were occupied by families whose livelihoods were dependent upon grazing, 

farming, distilling, apple growing, and similar agricultural pursuits. In purchasing 

land for the establishment of the Shenandoah National Park, families which formerly 

occupied the area were moved and the culture which once existed in the area was 

dispersed. George T. Corbin was typical of the residents who lived in the vicinity, 

and his former home remains as the sole complete testimony to the lives of the 


.- mountain farmers. 

i tone 
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The altera'tions that have been made to the cabin such as the completion of the side 
lean-to which was partially constructed at the time the cabin was abandoned, the 
replacement of the front porch and steps, and the addition of a covering to the 
original metal roof, do not detract from the significance of the structure. Because 

of the relative isolation of the structure, most alterations have been carried out 

in a fashion similar to that used in the original construction, that is, simple 

hand tools have been used. 


Originally the area around the cabin contained several out-buildings. Because of 

lack of maintenance, these buildings and structures such as various pens, hen houses, 

and other storage facilities necessary to mountain life have fallen into rubble. 

Remnant features of the structures can still be found in the vicinity of the cabin. 

Stone fences and non-native plants left behind as the Corbins departed are still 

evident. The land around the cabin completes the picture and provides physical 

evidence of the occupation of the property. 


The Potomac-Appalachian Trail Club continues to maintain and use the cabin as a 

back country, overnight facility. 


*Corbin Cabin qualifies for the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria 

A, because it is associated with events that have made a significant contribution 

to the broad patters of our history: the exploration and settlement of the.Blue 

8idge Mountains in the southern Appalachians; and Criteria C, because it embodies 

the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, and method of construction: 

the mountain cabin. . 
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DWL L L d  LlJ-lUl 
I n  Nicholson Hollow a t  end of Corbin Cabin cut-off t r a i l ,  1 .5 mi les  from Skyline 
Drive a t  Milepost 37.9 i n  Shenandoah National  Park. (See Henry Heatwole, Guide t o  
Skyline Drive.) Accessible  only by f o o t  t r a i l .  Boundaries a r e  defined a s  a one-
a c r e  square  wi th  t h e  cabin i n  t h e  cen te r  and coinc ide  wi th  t h e  one-acre enclave 
of non-wilderness l a n d s  surrounding t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  
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