


Madison County Court  House is  a b r i ck ,  two-story, temple-form s t r u c t u r e .  
Its wa l l s  are f i n e l y  l a i d  i n  even colored  Flemish bond. On t h e  facade 
the  groundtfLoor becomes a n  open arcade four-bays wide and one-bay deep 
wi th  t h e  courtroom behind; the  f l o o r  of  the  a rcade  i s  paved i n  a he r r ing -  
bone b r i c k  p a t t e r n .  The tops of  the  a rches  a r e  marked wi th  white  keystones 
and t h e  s o f f i t s  a r e  stuccoed. Each of  t h e  windows i n  the  bu i ld ing  is 
surrounded by a p l a i n  a r c h i t r a v e  and each has the  o r i g i n a l  dark  green 
s h u t t e r s .  Several  windows on t h e  s i d e s  a r e  f a l s e  with the  s h u t t e r s  
permanently c losed .  The whole of the bu i ld ing  is  surrounded by a n  academic 
c o r r e c t  Tuscan e n t a b l a t u r e  wi th  Tuscan pediments a t  e i t h e r  end. The center  
of  the  f r o n t  pediment f e a t u r e s  a l a r g e  semi -c i r cu la r  f an  window; over t h e  
pediment is a t a l l  octagonal  domed cupola which may be o r i g i n a l .  La te r  
chimneys have been cons t ruc ted  on the  s i d e  and r e a r  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  

( 7 .  DESCRIPTION 1 

Except f o r  t h e  lowering of  the  c e i l i n g  s e v e r a l  f e e t ,  and the  r a i s i n g  of  the 
f l o o r  s e v e r a l  inches ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  courthouse surv ives  almost 
e n t i r e l y  i n t a c t .  I t  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  i f  t h e  courtroom ever  had a co rn ice  o r  
e n t a b l a t u r e  but  t h e r e  would be room f o r  one i f  the c e i l i n g  were r a i s e d  t o  
i ts  o r i g i n a l  he igh t .  The r e a r  g a l l e r y  a s  wel l  a s  the t h r e e  rooms over  
the  a rcade ' . a r e  reached by two s t r a i g h t  s t a i r c a s e s  a t  e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
courtroom. The s t a i r s  a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  t h a t  they have t h e  turned  
e ighteenth-century- type  of  b a l u s t e r s  r a t h e r  than  t h e  more contemporary 
square suppor ts .  The same type o f  b a l u s t e r  appears  in t h e  r a i l i n g  which 
s e p a r a t e s  the  c o u r t  from t h e  publ ic  seats. The g a l l e r y  is supported on 
Tuscan columns. The bu i ld ing  has  never  been r e s to red  but  has  surv ived  i n  
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A v i r t u a l l y  untouched example of  J e f f e r s o n i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  the  Madison ' 

County Court House was b u i l t  i n  1828 by Malcolm F. Crawford, t h e  p r inc ipa  
b u i l d e r ,  w i th  two o t h e r s ,  P h i l l i p s  and Boneval, a s s i s t i n g .  The unusual ly 
f i n e  workmanship found i n  the  s t r u c t u r e  is a t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  a b i l i t y  of 
these  t h r e e  men, a l l  of  whom had worked a few years  e a r l i e r  on the  
Univers i ty  of V i rg in i a .  The Commissioners of Madison County a l s o  had 
a hand i n  the  des ign  a s  they had s p e c i f i e d  i n  the  c o n t r a c t  t h a t  t h e  roof 
was "to have a pediment p i t c h  wi th  a Tuscan co rn ice  drawn i n  propor t ion  
t o  the  h e i g h t  of  t h e  bui lding."  The bu i ld ing ,  wi th  i t s  pediment, temple 
form, and b r i c k  arcade ,  i s  reminiscent  of  J e f f e r s o n ' s  des igns  f o r  t h e  
Un ive r s i ty  of  V i rg in i a ,  and demonstrates the  s t rong  in f luence  t h a t  h i s  
work had on t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of  c e n t r a l  Virg in ia .  Some of  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  
i n  t h e  courthouse i s  o r i g i n a l ,  and v i r t u a l l y  a l l  of  the  c o u r t  records  a r e  
i n t a c t .  It was i n  t h e  Madison County Court House t h a t  William Wir t :  began 
h i s  i l l u s t r i o u s  l e g a l  ca ree r .  

The bu i ld ing ,  s e t  i n  the  middle o f  an unspoiled v i l l a g e  wi th  the  Blue 
Ridge Mountains a s  a backdrop, s e rves  a s  t h e  foca l  po in t  f o r  a n  e s p e c i a l 1  
b e a u t i f u l  environment. f 
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Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 
T i t l e V i r g i n i a  His tor ic  Landmarks Corn. 
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National Register. 
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