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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OR{GINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mathews County Courthouse Square is a collection of six eighteenth-, nineteenth«
and twentieth-century buildings reflecting the growth of the county since 1790, when
the county was set off from adjacent Gloucester County.’

The courthouse, in the northeast corner of the square, is a T-shaped, Flemish-

bond brick building constructed in 1792~95 by Richard Billups, the builder of a
number of distinctive houses in and around the village. The leg of the T is one-
and-one-half stories high and contains the courtroom., The one-story arms join the
main block at the lower (eastern ) end of the courtroom, and each xtontains a single
room. The entrances to the building, one into each section, are at the east end.
The intersecting gable of the courtroom section is treated as a pediment  and is
provided with a three-part, semicircular window with intersecting tracery, Billups'
trademark. The three doors are the only other openings in the facade. Over the central
door, there is a rectangular transom with muntins radiating from a central point,
while the other doors have plain tramsoms. Late nine-over-nine sashes are used in each
of the building's windows. 1Two gabled dormers, with six-over-six sashes, fluted
pilasters and open pediments each containing a blind fanlight, are located on each slope
of the courtroom roof. There is a small interior end chimney on each of the three
sections. A small brick room has recently been built at the rear of each of the arms
of the T. The interior of the courthouse contains no origiral trim; what is there
is mostly Georgian-style stock woodwork of modern origin.

South of the courthouse is  the clerk's office, built in 1859 by William H. Brown.
It is a three-bay, one-story structure built of brick laid in five-course American bond.
It has six-over-six sashes, original metal shutters on the windows and doors, and semi-
exterior end chimneys. A heavy partition with an iron door separates the smaller re-
cords room from the main room of the building. '

Directly west of the clerk's office is the sheriff's office, formerly the jail.
It is a single-cell, two-bay building with a Flemish-bond front and three-course
American bond sides and rear, and a stepped water table, The present flue is a late
nineteenth-century replacement of the original chimney. Strap-iron bars remain on
the windows. '

" Along thesouth side of the square is the county office building. Built of brick,
the comparatively long structure is a drab 1950s essay in the Colonial style. It has
nine bays with two-bay cross~wings framing the central five bays with a centered, over-
sized Classical doorway.

" West of the office building is the "0ld Jail," mow a furnace room. It is a
two-bay, two-story, five-course American bond building with a corbelled brick cornice.
The roof and fenestration of the mid-nineteenth-century building have been heavily
altered in the course of its adaptation to its present use.

(See Continuation Sheet #2)
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_STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mathews County Courthouse Square is a handsome, well~integrated complex of
buildings and monuments which spans the history of the county, and which reflects
its growth and the events which have shaped its citizens' lives. The T-shaped
courthouse, the first and only courthouse the county has had, is particularly
noteworthy as the oldest of the group and as the work of Richard Billups, the
major builder-architect in Mathews County in the late eighteenth and early nine-
teenth centuries.

Mathews County was set off from Gloucester County in 1790 and was named
in honor of Colonel Thomas Mathews, a local Revolutionary War hero. In December
of that year the county justices were instructed to meet at the house of Thomas
Williams to decide upon a central location for the courthouse and to arrange for
thé erection of public buildings, By 1792, the county sheriff was making paymeunts
to Richard Billups for work on the building as it progressed. Billups was well
qualified for the work, having built several large houses in and around the court-
house area. Like the courthouse itself, they all bear his trademark, a distinctive
three~part lunette with intersecting tracery, set in a cross-gable. It is not
certain when Billups finished the work on the courthouse, but payments were being
made as late as 1795. Billups himself was sheriff in 1794,

The jail, now the sheriff's office, may have been built at the same time as
the courthouse and the original clerk's office., The latter was so decrepit by
the late 1850s that commissioners were appointed to contract for the building of
a new one, the present structure. The work was undertaken by William H. Brown,
and by March 1859, the commissioners reported that the office was completed
except for whitewashing the interior. They considered the building to be "fully
fireproof and built in a substantial manner according to contract,” except for a
leak in the roof and the fact that "the floor has sunk," defects which the con-
tractor agreed to remedy,

Additions of a library in 1930 and of the county office building in the mid-
twentieth century are the only modern alterations to the square.

DU




FIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Mason, Polly Cary, ed. Records of Gloucester Count;x. Newport News: 1948.
Mathews County Order Book G.

Street, Elwood.'Wellsprings of Democracy in Virginia, No. 17, Courthouse of
Mathews County," Richmond Times-Dispatch, Dec. 21, 194l.

ID)GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _Approximately one acre
UTM REFERENCES

L8l 13 §2[§§g ‘4,1|4t3!5|610l BI A

ZONE EASTING NOHTHiNG ZONE EASTING NORTHING

el 4| L L L=,_ Dl_|_|l| Ly o bbbl

VERBAL BOU NDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY S CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

fE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Staff ~
ORGANIZATION DATE

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission November 1976
STREET & NUMBER ; — TELEPHONE

221 Governer Street (804) 786-3143
CITY OR TOWN o " STATE

Richmond Virginia

FPISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANGE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE- X - 1ocaL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Haglstar and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedure t h by tiye Mational Park Servica.

STATE #ISTORIC PRESERVATIO FICER SIGNATURE

TITLE Juniﬁs R. Fishburne, Jr., Executive Director

DATE I 2 % 10
Virginia HlStorlC Landmarks Comma.sszon bEC 21 1978
FOR NPS USE ONLY 2

1 HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PRO PERTY s NCLUDED IN THE

DIRECTOR. OFF!CE QF ARCHEOLOGY AND HlSTORIC PBESERVATION
ATTEST:. & i

KEEPER OF THE NAT!ONAL REG!STER

GPO 892.453




{Rev. 10-74|

UNITED-STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR |

- Form No. 10-300a

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET #1

ITEM NUMBER

|mEceiveD - -

DATE ENTERED .

FORNPSUSEONLY . "¢

6 =~ PAGE 1

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

(2) Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Survey

1968, 1969, 1973 1975

State

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

Richmond,

Virginia

GPO 892 455




Form No. 10-300a
{Rev 10-74} .

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS.USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE gt et

'R'Eéerv's'b"
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES | = .. '
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED . _
CONTINUATION SHEET  #2 ~ ITEMNUMBER 7 ~ PAGE 1

In the northwest corner of the square is the Mathews County Library,
a one-story, five-bay, common-bond brick building with interior end chimneys
and a Roman Doric portico. It was built in 1930,

Several monuments occupy the square, notably the Confederate monument

in the northeast corner, the 1928 Fort Cricket Hill monument at the sogutheast -

corner, and a World War I cannon at the center of the green.

I

GPQ 892 455




State Route 1003
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