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17. DESCRIPTION 
I r--- ,GI,esL One> 

Good Fair U 0et.riorotsd Ruins U Unexposed 
CONDITION 

(Check One) (Check One) 

The Methodist Tabernacle s t ands  i n  a f l a t ,  c l ea red  f i e l d  amids t  t h e  woods of  
Mathews County. It is surrounded by a shal low d i t c h  t h a t  he lps  t o  d r a i n  t h e  
low-lying land,  and i n  a d d i t i o n  r epu ted ly  prevented worshippers from d r i v i n g  
too c l o s e  t o  t h e  bui ld ing .  A l a r g e ,  open pav i l ion ,  i t  was b u i l t  i n  1922 t o  
cover  t h e  meeting a r e a  and r ep laces  a n  e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e  e r e c t e d  around 1879 

- Unoltsred 

The hipped roof  of  t h e  t abe rnac le  i s  s l i g h t l y  longer  than i t  i s  wide, i s  
covered by a s p h a l i  s h i n g l e s ,  and is surmounted by a hipped c l e r e s t o r y  monitc 
w i t h  wooden s h u t t - r s  which might be  opened t o  a l low t h e  h e a t  t o  escape. The 
whole is supported on square  wooden p o s t s  s e t  i n  t h e  ground and s t ead ied  by 
ang le  braces .  There a r e  twenty-one rows of wooden benches on t h e  d i r t  f l oo r  
arranged a long t h r e e  a i s l e s .  These a i s l e s  a r e  expressed on the  facade by 
t h r e e  l i g h t  wooden a rches  between t h e  pos t s  and t h r e e  corresponding s t e e p l y  
p i tched  g a b l e t s  a long t h e  eaves above them. 

Moved (fP Original Si ts  

At the  oppos i t e  end of the  b u i l d i n g  i s  the  speakers  p la t form which s t r e t c h e s  
the  f u l l  width of  t h e  bu i ld ing  and i s  faced wi th  v e r t i c a l  matchboard. A 
c e n t r a l  p u l p i t  i n  a r e c e s s  is f lanked on each of t h r e e  s i d e s  by fou r  ascend- 
ing  t i e r s  of pews f o r  t h e  c h o i r  and o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  Lat t icework screens  
c l o s e  t h e  o u t s i d e  edges of  t h e  p la t form which can be reached by two f l i g h t s  
of  stairs a t  t h e  r e a r .  

P W I 5 1 C A C  A P P E A R A N C E  

The i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  Tabernacle i s  pa in ted  whi te  throughout.  The whole i s  i n  
a good s t a t e  of p re se rva t ion ,  and a l l  of i t s  accoutrements a r e  i n t a c t .  The 
new owner i n t e n d s  t o  make necessary  r e p a i r s  and then r e t u r n  t h e  bu i ld ing  t o  
r e l i g i o u s  uses.  
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STATEMENT O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The Methodist Tabernacle i n  Mathews County is a r a r e  example i n  V i r g i n i a  of 
a n  e a r l y  twen t i e th  cen tu ry  r e v i v a l  meeting f a c i l i t y .  It i s  e s p e c i a l l y  no te  
worthy f o r  having been preserved w i t h  i t s  o r i g i n a l  f u r n i s h i n g s  and i t s  r u r a  
s e t t i n g  i n t a c t .  

I I 

Revivals  have been a r e c u r r e n t  f e a t u r e  of American s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  s i n c e  t h e  
F i r s t  Grea t  Awakening of the  1740s. These were be l i eved to  b e  spontaneous 
d i v i n e  g i f t s ,  however, and i t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  Second Grea t  Awakening of 
the  e a r l y  n ine teen th  c e n t u r y  t h a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of c r e a t i n g  a r e v i v a l  by 
"the r i g h t  use of c o n s t i t u t e d  means", i n  t h e  words of one l ead ing  proponent 
was recognized. Camp meetings grew o u t  of  t h i s  movement t o  c r e a t e  r e v i v a l s  
The e a r l y  meetings cons i s t ed  p r imar i ly  of exhor t a t ions  by a number of 
preachers ,  o f t e n  hold ing  f o r t h  s imultaneously a t  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s  throug 
o u t  t h e  encampment, a long  wi th  some congregat ional  hymn s i n g i n g ,  

The Wethodists were among t h e  f i r s t  and most e n t h u s i a s t i c  suppor t e r s  of  t h e  
r e v i v a l s ,  and a s  t h e  n ine teen th  century  wore on and the  p r a c t i c e  grew more 
r o u t i n e  and more i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d ,  they e a s i l y .  adopted "pro t rac ted  meet- 
ings" a s  a r e g u l a r  f e a t u r e  of Methodist l i f e .  I n  t h e  l a t e r  yea r s  of t h e  
cen tu ry ,  many r e v i v a l i s t s  had become h igh ly  pol ished performers.  Some ac -  
complished preachers  l i k e  Ihright L.  Floody and, i n  t h e  e a r l y  twen t i e th  cen t r  
ry,  B i l l y  Sunday s taged  e l a b o r a t e  product ions f e a t u r i n g  such amen i t i e s  a s  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c h o i r s .  

The Methodist Tabernacle i n  Mathews i s  a product of t h i s  e r a .  Revivals  
were no longer  e i t h e r  s u r p r i s i n g ,  a s  i n  the  e igh teen th  cen tu ry ,  o r  i n f r e -  
quent products  of  i t i n e r a n t  e v a n g e l i s t s ,  a s  i n  the  n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,  bu t  
r a t h e r  r e g u l a r l y  scheduled even t s .  Thus, i t  was reasonable  t o  b u i l d  a  
permanent s t r u c t u r e  t o  house them. This bu i ld ing  has a  p l a t fo rm which i s  
r e a l l y  a  s t a g e  wi th  the  preacher  placed a t  the c e n t e r  and hi:: c h o i r  a r r ang  
ed i n  t i e r s  on t h r e e  s i d e s  of him. There i s  a  "mourners' ber~ch" a long t h e  
f r o n t  of the platform, a f e a t u r e  conccivcd by the  Methodists  du r ing  the  
Second Great  Awikening. F i n a l l y ,  because t h e  Tabernacle i s  a product  of 
the  automobile  age ,  t h e r e  was no need a c t u a l l y  t o  l i v e  a t  t h e  s i t e ,  So 
many people drove,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  i t  was necessary  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  d i t c h  
around the  bu i ld ing  t o  keep thern from d r i v i n g  r i g h t  t o  t h e  th re sho ld ,  a s  
they d id  a t  t h e  nearby t lol iness  Tabernacle,  no longer  ex tan t .  
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