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Prestwould occupies a commanding p o s i t i o n  on t h e  high land overlooking 
t h e  Roanoke River  Valley. The mansion i t s e l f  i s  a g r e a t  r ec t angu la r  s tone  
a s h l a r  s t r u c t u r e ,  two-s tor ies  i n  he igh t ,  crowned by a hipped roof .  The 
p r i n c i p a l  facade i s  seven-bays wide and f e a t u r e s  a diminution of t h e  
window s i z e  from t h e  f i r s t  t o  t h e  second f l o o r .  Both t h e  en t r ance  and 
garden f r o n t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  one s i d e ,  f e a t u r e  nea r ly  i d e n t i c a l  one-story 
po r t i coes  suppor t ing  s l e n d e r  Tuscan columns. 

(7 .  DESCRIPTION 

The i n t e r i o r s  of  Prestwould a r e  completely i n t a c t  and r e d i n  v i r t u a l l y  
e n a l t e r e d  s i n c e  they were i n s t a l l e d .  Both t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s  
f e a t u r e  f o u r  nea r ly  i d e n t i c a l  rooms a t  each c o m e r  wi th  t h e  stair h a l l  
and e x t r a  room between them. 

CONDITION 

I N T E G R I T Y  

To t h e  west  of t h e  mansion i s  a grouping of outbui ld ings .a r ranged on a 
broad s t r e e t  t h a t  descends t h e  h i l l  towards the  r i v e r .  

Although p a r t  of  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  has been developed f o r  housing, t h e r e  i s  
s t i l l  enough land around t h e  house t o  r e t a i n  i ts  o r i g i n a l  remote, r u r a l  
atmosphere. 

D E S C R l B E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( I f  hol*nJ P H I S I C I L  A P P E A R I N C E  

(Chsck One) 

Excal lont  Good Fmr Deterlorotsd R u m s  Unc ipossd  

(Chock One) 

Al ta rsd  0 Unal1er.d 

(Chock Ono) 

Moved Oroplnol Sale W 



Prestwould, i n  i ts  almost untouched cond i t i on ,  provides a n  a l l  too  r a r e  
glimpse i n t o  t h e  l i f e  and t a s t e s  of a prominent landed family o f  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  century .  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C * N C E  (IncIude Perdonage., Dates. E-ntB.  E l = . )  

Prestwould i s  one of  t h e  most p e r f e c t l y  preserved e ighteenth-century  
p l a n t a t i o n s  i n  Virg in ia .  B u i l t  by S i r  Peyton Skipwith, one of  ~ i r g i n i a ' s  
few ba rone t s ,  t h e  house took seven yea r s  t o  b u i l d ,  and was probably 
completed about  1795. The g r e a t  s tone  mansion s t i l l  r e t a i n s  much of t he  
b e a u t i f u l  s c e n i c  wal lpaper ,  and even some of  t h e  c u r t a i n s  i n s t a l l e d  by 
Lady Jean  Skipwith. I ts f i n e  c o l l e c t i o n  of f u r n i t u r e  was a l s o  acqui red  
by t h e  Skipwiths.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  house, Prestwould possesses  
a  complete s e t  o f  p l a n t a t i o n  ou tbu i ld ings ,  inc luding  a  charming oc tagonal  
p a v i l i o n ,  s a i d  t o  be used f o r  card  games. Traces of  t h e  ex t ens ive  gardens 
a r e  s t i l l  t o  be seen.  S i r  Peyton and h i s  second w i f e ,  Lady Jean,  a r e  
bu r i ed  i n  t h e  family cemetery i n  t h e  garden. 
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evaluated according to  the  criteria and procedmres s e t  

forth by  the National Park Service. The recommended 

level  of significance of this nomination is: 
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