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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL i l i  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Boyd's Tavern i s  a rambling, tvm-story frame s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  s e v e r a l  campaigns dur ing  
t h e  course of the  n i n e t e e n t h  century .  The bui ld ing  i s  c l a d  with beaded and p l a i n  
westherboards, has a  b r i c k  basement, and is covered with a  standing-seam shee t  meta l  
roof .  The main block has f o u r  l a r g e  e x t e r i o r  end chiianeys l a i d  i n  Flemish bond, raith , 
corbeled  caps. The f r o n t  plane o f  the  roof  i s  broken by a c e n t r a l  gab le  w i t h  s t i c k -  
s t y l e  decora t ion  and by two dormers with deep pediments. The b i l i ld ing ' s  va r ious  s e c t i o n s  
a r e  u n i f i e d  by a f u l l - l e n g t h  two-story porch with sawn-work decora t ion .  The porch is 
supported on  s l ender  bracketed columns along t h e  wings and by l a r g e  square  bracketed 
columns a t  t h e  main block. 

B y d ' ;  Tavern was b u i l t  i n  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  s t a g e s .  The c e ~ ~ t r a l  block, wi th  i t s  douLle- 
p i l e ,  cen t ra l -passage  p l a n  and i t s  f l ank ing  one-story,  s i n g l e - c e l l  wings, was i n  ex i s t ence  
by about 1812 vhen i t  was d r a m  i n  t h a t  £ o m  on a "P la t  of t h e  Tom of b y d t o n ,  V i r -  
g in ia ."  A major mid-nineteenth-century renovat ion  a t  t he  hands of Jacob Holt ,  a  North 
Carol ina  a r c h i t e c t  who was a l s o  r e spons ib le  f o r  t h e  Boydton Nethodis t  Church and f o r  
nearby Eureka, r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  r a i s i n g  of t h e  c i n g s  t o  two s t o r i e s  and t h e  remodeling 
o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  i n  t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,  a trro-story, 
s i n g l e - p i l e  a d d i t i o n  wi th  a  s t o r e  a t  t h e  f a r ' e r d  !.:as added t o  t h e  sou th ,  and t h e  porch 
was b u i l t  o r  r e b u i l t  t o  t i e  t h e  whole together .  

Remnants of t h e  e a r l i e s t  decora t ion  s u r v i v e  i n  the  form of s e v e r a l  mante ls ,  t he  most 
e l a b o r a t e  o f  which i s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  p a r l o r  of t h e  main b l o c k ,  F l a t  panels  r e p l a c e  
p i l a s t e r s  t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  opening,  and four  s h i l a r  pane l s  form the  
f r i e z e ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  two extending upiTard i n t o  t h e  extremely h e a v y  molding of t h e  
s h e l f .  Less e l a b o r a t e  b u t  s i m i l a r  mantels o f  t h i s  cur ious  type  a r e  found i n  s e v e r a l  
second-floor  chambers of t h e  main block. On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  sou th  wing i s  a  
no re  convent ional  type  of e a r l y  n ine teenth-century  mantel ,  wi th  paneled p i l a s t e r s ,  a  
molded s h e l f  and a p l a i n  c e n t r a l  t a b l e t .  

Eiuch of t h e  t a v e r n ' s  c u r r e n t  i n t e r i o r  appearance, horrever, i s  the  resul ' t  o'f Ho l t ' s  
mid-nineteenth-century Eemodeling. The f r o n t i s p i e c e  doonray of t h e  main block,  wi th  
i t s  rounded s i d e  and transom l i g h t s ,  i t s  roundels  i n  t h e  upTer co rne r s ,  and leaded 
mull ions i n  p l a i n  p a t t e r n s ,  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  rihich Holt  executed f o r  t h e  Eureka 
p l a n t a t i o n  house. 

The squ*st p a r l o r  c o n t a i n s  the  most e l a b o r r t e  of H o l t ' s  vork a t  Boyd's Tavern. A 
p l a i n  mantel  wi th  a  s i n g l e  h o r i z o n t a l  panel  in  t h e  f r i e z e  se rves  a s  a  f o i l  f o r  t h e  
f lanking cupboards having double g l a s s  doors with the  two s l ender  l a n c e t  arches i n  
each l e a f ,  The r.rindoru frames a r e  o f  the  heavy I t a l i a n a t e  v a r i e t y ,  w i t h  applied-mold 
b i b  panels  under each opening. 

Throughout t h e  r e s t  of t h e  house a r e  p l a i n  mantels of Greek 'evival and Gotliic Iievival 
design.  The evidence of Eureka and of r e m a i ~ i n g  t r a c e s  i n  t h e  seconcl-floor roo-is of 
t h e  wings sugges t  t h a t  t h e  woodwork i n  the  main block may have been e l a b o r a t e l y  grained 
and rnasbelized a t  one time. 

The st:ore a t  t h e  sou th  end is essentially unaLtered from i ts  o r i g i n a l  appearance wi th  
natclihoasd wainscot  and a pressed t i n  cei.lj.ng. The s t o r e  f r o n t  is handsome. 

A dr,u!,le l e a £  door and f i ~ l l - h e i g h t  f l ank ing  cicdows wi th  l a r g e  two-over-tr,~o sash  a r e  
s e t  i n t o  a  h e a v i l y  molded t r i p l e  frame t h e  wi6th oE the  s t o r e .  

( see  Cotr t in i~at ion  S h e ~ t  1'13) . . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The o r i g i n a l  c o r e  o f  Boyd's Tavern was e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  probably 
by Alexander Boyd, Jr,, a bus iness  man and founder of Goydton. Long a popular  h o s t e l r y  
f o r  i ts  Souths ide  county s e a t ,  t he  bu i ld ing  evolved i n t o  a rambling frame s t r u c t u r e  high- 
l i g h t e d  wi th  f a n c i f u l  sarmr~ork decora t ions .  E.luch o f  t h e  handsome mid-nineteenth-century 
e x t e r i o r  and i n t e r i o r  woodworlc was designed by Jacob Holt,  a Eor th  Caro l ina  a r c h i t e c t .  

Alexander Boyd, Sr . .had  emigrated t o  America frai l  Scotland i n  1764, one year  be fo re  t h e  
o rgan iza t ion  of Mecklenburg County, and s e t  himself up a s  a 'merchant i n  t h a t  a rea .  H i s  
bus iness  prospered,  and he e v e n t u a l l y  became a j u s t i c e  on t h e  County Court ,  dying on t h e  
bench i n  1801. P a r t l y  through h i s  in f luence ,  t h e  f i r s t  county cour thouse  was b u i l t  on 
h i s  land,  nea r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  of Boydton, and t h e  second, a l s o  on h i s  l and ,  on t h e  s i t e  

. of  the  p resen t  courthouse.  Eoyd took advantage of t h e  bus iness  o p p o r t u n i t y  and acquired 
a t ave rn  l i c e n s e  i n  1795. A f t e r  h i s  dea th ,  t h e  f i rm o f  Alexander Boyd and Sons was 
c a r r i e d  on by h i s  sons ,R icha rd  and Alexander, Jr., bu t  t h e  t a v e r n  was ope ra ted  by Alexander 
" the Younger" alone.  

Alexander Boyd, Jr. (1773-1836), may h a v e b u i l t  t h e  present  b u i l d i n g  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  
f a t l ~ e r ' s  dea th .  It was h i s  b o a s t ' t h a t  i t  had a "Table amply supp l i ed  wi th  a l l  t he  meats 
r a i s e d  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  Country, and a c e l l a r  furn ished wi t11  t h e  Liquors  of Europe, 
Af r i ca ,  and America," a t  p r i c e s  "as reasonable  a s  a t  any o t h e r  Court House i n  Virg in ia ,"  
H i s  neighbors,  however; and TJilliam Baskerv i l l e  t h e  c o ~ l n t y  c l e r k ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  p ro te s t ed  
t h a t  Boyd's ownership ~f t h e  l and  on which t h e  courthouse s tood ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a l l  t h e  land 
around i t ,  allowed him t o  s t i f l e  " a l l  compet i t ion  i n  en te r t a in ing . "  I n  1809, they  asked 
t h e  General Assembly e i t h f r  t o  move t h e  courthouse o r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a town around it. 
Boyd c a p i t u l a t e d  and i n  1811 donated t o  the county the  two. ac res  o f  l a n d  on which t h e  
cotrrthouse s t o o d ,  and i n  t h e  next  year  gave f i f t y  more a c r e s  t o  a group o f  t r u s t e e s  f o r  
a new town, c h a r t e r e d  by t h e  Assembly a s  "Eoyd T01.m." He r e t a i n e d  c o n t r o l  of t e n  of t h e  
f i f t y  a c r e s ,  and an e a r l y  p l a t  map of the  v i l l a g e  shows t h e  t a v e r n  l o c a t e d  conveniently 
next  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  o r  courthouse, square.  

By 1835, eclydton had grorm t o  about  80 houses and 400 people, and could  boas t  o f  t h e  
prcsence of Randolph->lacon College. Boyd's Tavern, s o l d  by Boyd i n  1824, grerr wi th  the  
town and was added t o  and redecorated s e v e r a l  t imes.  

I n  illore r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  Poyd's Tavern has f a l l e n  i n t o  decay and has  been d iv ided i n t o  apa r t -  
ments ,  bu t  t h e  Boyd Fainily 1.Iemorial Associa t ion  i s  i n  t h e  process  of purchasing i t  with 

i the: hope o f  r enova t ing  i t .  
. ~ .  
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Iloyd's T a v e r n h a s  been d iv ided  i n t o  apartments  i n  r ecen t  yea r s ,  and s e v e r a l  sma l l  frame 
add i t ions  were appended t o  t h e  r e a r  t o  provide k i t chen  and ba throon f a c i l i t i e s .  A t  
presen t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  only p a r t i a l l y  occupied. 
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