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Boyd's Tavern is a rambling, two-story frame structure built in several campaigns during
the course of the nineteenth century. The building is clad with beaded and plain '
weatherboards, has a brick basement, and is covered with a standing~seam sheet metal
roof. The main block has four large exterior end chimneys laid in Flemish beond, Ulth .
corbeled caps. The front plane of the roof is broken by a central gable with st1ck~
style decoration and by two dormers with deep pediments, The building's various sections
‘are unified by a full~length two-story porch with sawn-work decoration. The porch is
supported on slender bracketed columns along the wings and by large square bracketed
columns at the main block,

Boyd's Tavern was built in at least three stages. The central block, with its double~
pile, central-passage plan and its flanking one-story, single-cell wings, was in existence
by about 1812 when it was dravn in that form ea a "Plat of the Town of Poydtom, Vir-
ginia.” A major mid-nineteenth-century renovation at the hands of Jacob Holt, a North
Carolina architect who was also responsible for the Boydton Methodist Church and for
nearby Fureka, resulted in the raising of the wings to two stories and the remodeling

of the interior in the Italianate style. Later in the nineteenth century, a two-stoxry,
single~pile addition with a store at the far end was added to the south, and the porch
was built or rebuilt to tie the whole together

Remnants of the earliest decoration survive in the form of several mantels, the most
elaborate of which is in the northeast parlor of the main block. Flat panels replace
pilasters to either side of the fireplace opening, and four similar panels form the
frieze, the central two extending upward into the extremely heavy molding of the
shelf, Less elaborate but similar mantels of this curious type are found in several
second-floor chambers of the main block. On the first floor of the south wing is a
more conventional type of early nineteenth-century mantel with paneled pilasters, a
molded shelf and a plain central tablet. :

Much of the tavern's current interior appearance, however, is the result of Holt's
mid-nineteenth-century temodeling. The frontispiece doorway of the main block, with
its vounded side and transom lights, its roundels in the upper corners, and leaded
mullions in plain patterns, is similar to that which Holt executed for the Eureka

plantation house.

The squtheast parlor contains the most elaborate of Hole's work at Boyd's Tavern. A
plain mantel with a single horizontal pamel in the frieze serves as a foil for the
flanking cupboards having double glass doors with the two slender lancet arches in
each leaf. The window frames are of the heavy Ttalianate variety, with applied-mold

bib panels under each opening.

‘Throughout the rest of the house are plain mantels of Greck Revival and GDtth Revival
design, The evidence of Furcka and of remairing traces in the second-floor rooms of
the wings suggest that the woodwork in the main block may have been elaborately grained

and marbelized at one time.

The store at the south end is essentially unaltered from its original appeavance with
matchboard wainscot and a pressed tin ceiling. The store front is particularly handsome.
A double leaf door and full-height flanking wirdows with large two-over-two sash are

set into a heavily molded triple frame the width of the store.
(see Continuation Sheat #3)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The original core of Boyd's Tavern was erected in the early nineteenth century, probably
by Alexander Boyd, Jr., a business man and founder of Boydton. Long a popular hostelry

for its Southside county seat, the building evolved into a rambling frame structure high-
lighted with fanciful sawnwork decorations. Much of the handsome mid-nimeteenth-century
exterior and interior woodwork was designed by Jacob Holt, a North Carolina architect.

Alexander Boyd, Sr._ had emigrated to America from Scotland in 1764, one year before the
organization of Mecklenburg County, and set himself up as a merchant in that area., His
business prospered, and he eventually became a justice on the County Court, dying on the
bench in 1801l. Partly through his influence, the first county courthouse was built on

his land, near the present site of Boydton, and the second, also on his land, on the site
of the present courthouse. Boyd took advantage of the business opportunity and acquired

a tavern license in 1795. After bis death, the firm of Alexander Boyd and Sons was
carried on by his sons Richard and Alexander, Jr., but the tavern was operated by Alexander
"the Younger" alone. ' : . .

Alexander Boyd, Jr. (1773-1836), may have built the present building shortly after his
father's death. It was his boast that it had a "Table amply supplied with all the meats
raised in this part of the Country, and a cellar furnished with the Liquors of Europe,
Africa, and America,' at prices "as reasonable as at any other Court House in Virginia."
His neighbors, however, and William Baskerville the county clerk, in particular, protested
that Boyd's ownership ¢f the land on which the courthouse stood, as well as all the land
around it, allowed him to stifle "all competition in entertaining.” In 1809, they asked
the General Assembly either to move the courthouse or to establish a town around it.

- Boyd capitulated and in 1811 donated to the county the two- acres of land on which the

courthouse stood, and in the next year gave fifty more acres to a group of trustees for
a new town, chartered by the Assembly as "Boyd Town." He retained control of ten of the
fifty acres, and an early plat map of the village shows the tavern located conveniently
next to the public, or courthouse, square.

By 1835, Boydton had grown to about 80 houses and 400 people; and could boast of the
presence of Randolph-acon College. Boyd's Tavern, sold by PBoyd in 1824, grew with the
town and was added to and redecorated several times.

In more recent years, Boyd's Tavern has fallen into decay and has been divided into apart-
ments, but the Boyd Family Memorial Association is in the process of purchasing it with
the hope of renovating it.
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DESCRIPTION

Poyd's Tavern has been divided into apartments in recent years, and several small frame
~additions were appended to the rear to provide kitchen and bathroom facilities. At
présent the building is only partially occupied.
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