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I, hereby certify that this property is: 
- entered in the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
- determined eligible for the 

National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
- determined not eligible for the National Register 
- removed from the National Register 
- other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper 

Date of Action 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

X private 
X public-local 

public-State 
X public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
building(s) 

X district 
site 
structure 
object 

Number of Resources within Propert) 

Contributing Noncontributing 
199 - - 130 buildings - 6 - 0 sites 

6 - - 16 structures 
2 - 0 objects - 146 Total 213 - - 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 2 
Mecklenburg County Courthouse VDHR 173-0006, Boyd Tavern VDHR 173-0001 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 
NIA 
6. Function or  Use 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: Domestic Sub: Single dwelling 
Multiple dwelling 
Secondary structure 
Hotel 

CommerceiTrade Business 
Professional 



SPS Form 10-900 
(Rev. 10-90) 

U. S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

Government 

Education 

Religion 

Funerary 

Financial 
Restaurant 
Specialty store 
Department store 
Post ofice 
Correctional facility 
Courthouse 
City hall 
School 
College 
Library 
Church 
Church-related residence 
Cemetery 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Domestic Sub: Single dwelling 

Multiple dwelling 
Secondary structure 
Hotel 

Cornmerceflrade Business 
Professional 
Financial 
Restaurant 

Government Fire station 
Courthouse 
City hall 
Post office 
Correctional facility 

Education Library 
Religion Church 
Funerary 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

Colonial other: vernacular 
Early Republic Early Classical Revival 

Federal 
Mid-l Y ' ~  Century Greek Revival 

Gothic Revival 
Late Victorian Queen Anne 

StickEastlake 
Late lYLh and 20"' Century Revivals Colonial Revival 

Classical Revival 
Late 191h and Early 20 '~  Century Commercial Style 

American Movements Bungalow/Craftsman 
Other: I-house 

Modem Movement Moderne 
International Style 
Other: Nostalgic 
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Cemetery 
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Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
Foundation: brick, concrete block, concrete, stone 
Roof: asphalt shingles, built up roof, standing seam metal, metal shingles, slate shingles 
Walls: wood weatherboard, brick, vinyl siding, asbestos shingles, stone 
Other: 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheew) 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

X A Propeny is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a signiticant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "Xu in all the boxes that apply.) 
A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 
B removed from its original location. 
C a birthplace or a grave. 
D a cemetery. 
E a reconstructed building, object or structure. 
F a commemorative property. 
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 
Commerce 
Education 
Ethnic Heritage 
Law/Politics/Government 
Religion 
Transportation 

Period of Significance 1760-1950 

Significant Dates 
1764 Mecklenburg County founded on November 10 
1765 Alexander Boyd arrived from Scotland; county seat located at Boydton site 
1770 First courthouse constructed 
1786 Boyd Tavern constructed 
1812 Boyd Town established on 50 acres of Alexander Boyd's land 
1819 Presbyterian Meeting House (for all denominations) constructed 
1834 Boydton incorporated 
1838 St. James Episcopal Church constructed 
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1842 Present courthouse completed 
1873 Boydton Methodist Church constructed 
1880ca African-American, Trinity Episcopal Church constructed 
I889 Atlantic & Danville RR completed, passing through Boydton 
1907 Fire destroys most of commercial district 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) NlA 

Cultural Affiliation NIA 

ArchitectIBuilder 
Matthew Mills, builder 
William A. Howard, architectmuildel 
James Whitice, contractor 
Jacob W. Holt, buildericraftsmen 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET, SECTION 9, PAGE 46 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 

- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 
requested. 

- previously listed in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 
Primary Location of Additional Data 

X State Historic Preservation Office - 
-Other State agency 

Federal agency 
- Local government 
-University 
- Other 
Name of repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET, SECTION 10, PAGE 47 

11. Form Prepared By 
Nameltitle: Anna Martin 

Organization: Virginia Department of Historic Resources date: November 29, 2000 

Street &number: 2801 Kensington Avenue telephone: (804) 367-2323 

City or town: Richmond state: Virginia zip code: 23221 



NPS Farm 10-900 
(Rev. 10.90) 

U. S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

O M B  So. 1024-4018 

Boydton Historic District 
Meeklenburg Count), Virginia 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name Muiti~ie. see attached list 

street & number telephone 

city or town state- zip code 

Pspenvork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected far applications to the National Register of Htston~. Places ro nomtnate 
p ra~en i r s  for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend exisring listing. Response to thin request i n  requtred to obtain . . 
a benefit in accordance wlth the ~ a t i o n a l  Historic Preservation Act, as amended ( I 6  U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Stalement: Public reporting burden for this form is esumated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time tbr rev~ewtng 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Dlrecr comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Admmistratwe Services Division, Nat~onal Park Sen,lce, P.0  Box 37127, Washington, DC 2001 3-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 



SPS Farm 10-900 O M 8  So. 1024-4018 
(Rev. 10-90) 

U. S. Department of the Interior Boydton Historic District 
National Park Service Mecklenburg County, Virginia 
National Reeister of Historic Places Continuation Sheet Section 7 Page 1 
Summary Description 
The Boydton Historic District includes a total of 215 contributing resources and 146 non. - 
contributing resources within a large part of the incorporated area of the county seat of 
Mecklenburg County, Virginia. Two properties in the district, the Boyd Tavern and the 
Mecklenburg County Courthouse are already listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 
The district consists of the Courthouse Square, the commercial blocks from the late 1 91h and the 
early 20Ih centuries on Bank and Washington Streets, as well as surrounding residential areas 
with dwellings ranging from the late 18Ih century to 1950. Several churches of various 
denominations from the 1 9 ' ~  century survive in excellent condition. A handful of dwellings and 
the courthouse predate the Civil War, while the expansive Boyd Tavern dates to the 1 8Ih century. 
Much of the historic commercial district was built in the first half of the 20Ih century due to a fire 
in 1907. Architectural styles throughout Boydton include Roman and Greek Revival, Colonial 
Revival, Bungalow, Queen Anne, and commercial vernacular. 

Architectural Analysis 
Sitting atop low rolling hills, the town of Boydton is one of the few earlier Virginia towns that 
was not built along or near a river; hence, it has never suffered from severe floods, nor has it 
suffered from any other natural disasters. Most of the original commercial buildings that lined 
Washington Street were destroyed in a fire in 1907. Another fire in the 1920s destroyed the 
several of the commercial structures on the west side of Bank Street before it was quelled. 

Long before Boydton was founded and incorporated, its site acted as a social hub for the 
residents of Mecklenburg County. The Meherrin River forms the northern boundary of the 
county, while the North Carolina state line is the southern boundary. Brunswick County sits to 
the east, Halifax to the west, and Charlotte to the northwest. As early as 1770, a courthouse, 
prison, tavern, and several houses occupied the area where Boydton is now located. The justices 
of the county allowed Richard Swepson to build the first courthouse and its dependencies on his 
land shortly after the formation of the county government in 1765. As recorded on March 12 of 
that year, they selected the site near the county's geographical center, "it being according to the 
Quantity of Land in this County after an Allowance of one Mile and a half for the Inconveniences 
of the Inhabitants on the southside of the Roanoke ~ i v e r . .  ."' The county hired John Lynch to 
build the prison in 1765, which apparently was needed more desperately than a courthouse, as 
contractor Matthew Mills did not complete the latter until 1770.' It is believed that he 
constructed the courthouse's first story of brick and the second story of wood.' 

One lasting testament of 1 81h and 191h century life in Boydton still stands on the west side of 
Washington Street north of the Court Square. Some believe that this building may have been 
used as the courthouse at one point. Alexander Boyd, Sr. built the nucleus of the Boyd Tavern 
(1 73-0001) around 1785 and lived there until his death. Due to its popularity, the frame structure 
was expanded with several additions. Architect-builder Jacob W. Holt added Victorian 
ornamentation prior to 1880. The tavern closed at some point before the turn of the century, and 
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was converted to a boarding school for a short time. It accommodated apartments in the early 
20Ih century. The Boyd Family Memorial Foundation rescued it from neglect and has maintained 
it since 1 974.4 

Other than the tavem and one or two residential dwellings, little remains from the late 18Ih 
century or early 19Ih century. Most houses were frame structures, covered with thin boards, 
roofed with wood shingles, featured shutters rather than glass windows and clay-coated wooden 
chimneys. Structures built of such ephemeral materials rarely lasted. The tavem survived 
because it was in continual use, calling for regular maintenance and several additions to serve a 
consistent flow of people and activity. 

The 181h century courthouse and 1815 clerk's office, built by the Prestwould contractor Jacob 
Shelor, was demolished when the thriving county outgrew the facilities and replaced them with a 
grander courthouse (173-0006) in 1838. William A. Howard, who had already built a courthouse 
in the Jeffersonian idiom for Lunenburg County, and James Whitice were employed as the 
contractors. They built a Roman Revival structure unique among other Jeffersonian courthouses 
in central Virginia. Resembling the State Capitol, it has a hexastyle portico in the Roman Ionic 
order rather than the common Tuscan tetrastyle portico found on other courthouses in the region. 
They constructed the building at a cost of $8000 with local brick and wood and built the 
columns out of brick covered with stucco as Thomas Jefferson had often done.5 In 1950, the 
county added onto the rear of the courthouse. With the discovery that the old and the new 
structure had different color bricks, the county painted the old and new sections white, giving the 
original courthouse a more monumental appearance. People felt that it mirrored the state capitol. 

Other buildings and structures related to the county and town administration were constructed 
around the courthouse square. Located on the north side of Madison Street across from the 
square, a new municipal building (1 73-002 I), which was leased to the federal government for 
many years of first floor use, was built of brick and wood in 1905 in a conglomeration of styles, 
including Queen Anne and classical revival. With a large assembly hall on the top floor, it 
served the community for various sorts of political and social affairs. Due to storm damage, the 
structure lost the tower that had dominated the front faqade. It was renamed the Town Hall in the 
1960s. Soon after the municipal building's construction, the Confederate Monument across the 
street on the northeast comer of the Court Square was dedicated in 1907. 

Built around 1870 for Colonel Thomas F. Goode in a simple classical style, the brick law office 
at the southeast comer of Jefferson and Bank streets south of the courthouse is still owned by a 
descendent of Judge W. E. Homer, who acquired it from Goode. Tradition holds that it was built 
from some of the original materials of the Western Building, a dormitory of Randolph-Macon 
College, which Goode had acquired and razed.6 East of this law office stands a two-story brick 
building built before 1843, perhaps by James Bruce and Beverly Sydnor. It sewed as Duggar's 
Tailor Shop in the 19Ih and early 201h century, and since the 1920s, it has accommodated one or 
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more law offices (173-5001-0123,0162). Right to the east of these buildings, the Edward Wren 
Huggins Courts Building (173-5001-0122) was built in 1975 in a revival ofthe classical style 
with the Tuscan order. 

Jacob W. Holt of Christiansville, now Chase City, rose to particular importance as a builder of 
public and private structures within Boydton. In 1870, he constructed the old jail (1 73-5001- 
0015), which now houses offices and stands on the NE comer of Madison and Monroe streets a 
block west of the Court square.' Laid up in five-course American bond, the three-story, three- 
bay structure has unusually shallow depth. Due to variation in the third-story windows, it seems 
that the top floor may have been added at a later date. A portico and one-story frame addition 
were added in the late 1960s. A modem jail facility (1 73-5001-0145) located on Monroe Street 
replaced it in 1962. 

The business district encircling the Court Square offers a chronological range of vernacular 
commercial structures. Destructive fires spared some of the western side of Bank Street across 
from the courthouse, including a circa 1890 front-gabled, frame structure on brick piers (1 73- 
5001-OOOI), and an 1880 building that has been drastically altered over the years always with the 
function of a bank (173-5001-0003). Around 1918, other buildings on that block were 
constructed of brick with display windows and brick, lattice vents adorning the attic level 
beneath plain parapets (173-5001-000416). Also built in 191 8, the Beales, Bedinger, and 
Gregory, Inc. car dealership building (173-5001 -0046) at the southwest comer of Bank and 
Jefferson streets features an elaborate, ornamental, metal facade. Though closed and 
deteriorated, the unusual structure remains intact with large display windows and a recessed 
drive-through under the sign, "Gregory Motors." The Methodist Church has used the frame 
Washington Tavern (173-0012), built sometime in the very early 191h century, for Sunday school 
classrooms since its removal from Washington Street to Bank Street in 1973. West of Gregory 
Motors on Jefferson Street, contractor Otis Wilkerson built a post-World War I1 Quonset hut 
(173-5001-00451, adjacent to the brick County School Board offices converted to a physician's 
office in the 1950s. 

The styles and ages of the buildings vary along the commercial stretch of Washington Street 
directly across from the courthouse. A well-maintained neo-classical structure that was 
originally built in 1908 for the Williams and Goode Bank (1 73-5001-0059) stands at the comer 
of Washington and Jefferson streets on land acquired by Goode in 1899. On the northeast comer 
of that same intersection, a brick vernacular 1920s structure (I 73-5001-0058) with central 
parapet sits vacant though it once housed Park Motor Company. Built in 1920 north of the Park 
building, a plain one-story, yellow-brick structure (1 73-5001-0057) with an aluminum storefront 
long housed Coleman's Grocery. Rebuilt around 1935 ofbrick with latticework vents, the next 
building (173-5001-0056) along the 300 block of Washington Street replaced a wooden building 
that once served as the Boydton Department Store, which burned in 1933. In 1910, at the 
southeast comer of Washington and Madison streets, H. L. Turpin and Ben Watson built two 
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brick structures (173-5001-0054155) with classical detailing and brick latticework vents for their 
feed and supply business. In 1985, a fire consumed the building to the south, sparing only a 
portion of the back wall. On the northeast comer of Washington and Madison, another 191 0 
brick structure with classical detailing stands in excellent condition as the current pharmacy 
(173-5001-0053). With its signs plastered all along the main street structures, "Boydton Farm 
Supply Company" occupied several buildings from the 1970s through the 1990s. The 
commercial structures further north on Washington Street date to 1960 or later. 

With the advent of the mid-2oth century, businesses and offices began to expand up and down 
Madison Street. In 1948, the Atlantic Refining Company erected a new Colonial Revival 
structure (173-5001-0009) west of the Town Hall. A Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control store 
(173-5001-0012), now the Mecklenburg County Building Department, was built in 1949 in the 
modeme style uniformly seen in all other ABC stores of that era. A new brick post office (1 73- 
5001-0013) was attached to the west side of the ABC store in 1958. Also in the modeme style, a 
service station (1 73-5001-0007) with white enamel panels and a central parapet across from the 
post office was built in 1948. Several historic outbuildings and sheds are located behind and 
around the buildings along Madison Street. A circa 1920 water tower and neoclassical pump 
house (1 73-5001-001 I) sit north of the Atlantic Refining Company building and the Town Hall. 
Open commercial lots along Madison Street on the east and west side of Washington Street have 
been filled in over the last fifty years with various prefab or brick-veneer structures. 

The center of public education in Boydton sat for a number of years on a large town lot west of 
School Street to the south of Madison Street and to the north of Jefferson Street a few blocks 
west of the Court Square. A vernacular structure, the law office of Walter R. Beales I11 at 157 
Madison Street (173-5001-0022) directly north of the newer school buildings served as the 
Boydton schoolhouse from 1886 until 1912, when there were proposals for a bigger structure. 
Completed in 1913 on the west side of School Street, the new school (173-5001-0179) was a 
two-and-a-half-story brick structure in the Colonial Revival style. In 1948 directly north of this 
building, Boydton saw the construction of a new one-and-a-half-story school (1 73-5001 -0026) in 
the Colonial Revival style. The older school underwent a few minor changes to accommodate 
the evolving student body. The newer school took on an air of importance with an octagonal 
cupola with a copper, standing-seam roof. Eventually the county outgrew these two facilities and 
built new schools outside of the historic district. The school board installed a number of trailers 
(1 73-5001-01 81) for administrative purposes to the rear of the old schools. Moved from outside 
of town, the Easters School (1 73-5001 -01 80), a late 19Ih century schoolhouse with stamped-metal 
roofing, now occupies the land behind the 1948 s c h o o ~ . ~  

The Southside Regional Library (173-5001-0061) was built of brick in the Colonial Revival style 
in 1939 with funding from the then-anonymous benefactor, David K. E. Bruce. It still fills its 
original function on the east side of Washington Street, south of the Court Square. 
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Boydton's surviving churches are scattered throughout the historic district. Located on Hull 
Street, the presbyterian Meeting House (173-500i-0097) has remained almost as it was when 
first built in 181 9. There is, however, some speculation whether the doors and pulpit were once 
located on the long side, but evidence is not definitive. It has a false faqade with weatherboard 
siding, metal standing-seam roof, and gable-end entry on the north side of the building. When 
first built the church likely served as a meeting place for all denominations as it stood on 
Alexander Boyd's land.9 Not until August 29, 1824, did he, a Presbyterian himself, deed the 
property to the Presbyterian trustees for one dollar.'0 Due to dwindling numbers in the 
congregation, the area Presbytery has recently donated the property to the town of Boydton. 

Beverly Sydnor of Boydton deeded to the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia the land on 
which Saint James (173-5001-0081), the second oldest church, stands." In the Convention of 
1837, Bishop William Meade mentioned plans to build a new Episcopal Church in a more 
convenient locale for Boydton. With a proposed $3000 price tag, Howard and Whitice erected 
the church between 1840 to 1841 in the Greek Revival style on the east side of Jones Street. 
Saint James was consecrated on November 5, 1842 with Francis H. McGuire serving as the 
rector. When Bishop Whittle visited in 1876, he insisted that avestry room should be added 
toward the back of the single long room as he was forced to put on his robes in the presence of 
the congregation. Along with its addition, the church closed off the two front doors, and added a 
large central set of double doors, which opened into a vestibule, which in turn cut off the length 
of the gallery. From the vestibule, two doors swung into the aisles. The contractor built a square 
recess chancel into the rear along with the vestry room on the east side of the structure. On Saint 
James Day, July 25, 1909, the congregation installed and dedicated a pipe organ.I2 

A Methodist Meeting House had been built shortly after the Presbyterian one. It was used for 
only a few years as it is recorded that the Methodist congregation began to worship in the chapel 
at Randolph-Macon College when it was built for the Virginia Methodist Conference in the 
1830s. Due to the school's removal to Ashland, Virginia after the Civil War, Boydton 
Methodists turned to their own resources to find a place to congregate. In 1871, the parishioners 
commissioned Jacob Holt, who had built the jail, to construct a church for their congregation on 
Bank Street (173-0003).'~ Dedicated as the "Methodist Episcopal Church" in October of 1873, it 
featured 5-course American bond with a gable-end roof and steeple above a recessed entry on the 
front of the building. 

Moved to its present site on the north side of Madison Street in 1879, Boydton Baptist Church 
sanctuary (173-5001-0020) was previously the chapel in the west wing of the Mecklenburg 
Female College once located at 197 Madison Street. Originally a Gothic Revival clapboard 
structure, the congregation installed a common bond brick veneer in 1995. The original, simple, 
stained-glass windows remain in fine condition. Brick additions are located on the north and 
west sides of the church. 
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With James Solomon Russell as the first trustee of the congregation, the African-American - - 
Trinity Episcopal Church (173-5001-0016) was constructed in the late 1890s.'~ Built in the 
Gothic Revival style with clapboard siding and simple stained-glass windows, the church is 
complemented by a bell tower on the south entry end, which features patterned shingles on its 
upper portion. In recent years, the diocese closed the church and sold it to the Boydton Life 
Station. Like the Presbyterian Church, the congregation felt the strain of a diminishing 
population. 

On the south side of Jefferson Street at the west edge of town flanking either side of Park Street, 
stand the large gray stone "Boydton Cemetery" gates (1 73-5001-0148) dated July 1941. A plot 
with two marked gravesites, one dating to 1910, is near the gates. 

Jefferson Street has many of the most prominent and oldest residential dwellings in Boydton. 
East of Washington Street, most of the houses sit on the south side of the tree-lined lane 
overlooking a vast field behind Saint James Episcopal Church. William 0. Goode hired a 
contractor to build Cedar Crest (173-5001-0166) circa 1825 at 1571 Jefferson. Under the current 
ownership of Landon "Bumps" Carter, the Federal house and its many dependencies remain in 
good condition after several additions. Hugh Garland had a Federal house built at 1550 Jefferson 
in 1821 (173-5001-0165). 1508 Jefferson (173-5001-0101) was built in 1863 with later 
Victorian additions, which were uncharacteristically symmetrical. Four generations of the 
Homes family have lived in the grand 1870 vernacular farmhouse, known as the Homestead, at 
1458 Jefferson Street (173-5001-0103).'~ In 1929, Frank C. Bedinger hired William Maxey to 
build a red brick Georgian house along the stately street at 1470 Jefferson (173-5001-0102). 

Styles range widely in a short period of time to the west of Washington Street on the north side 
of Jefferson Street. Just behind Bank Street, there is a small vernacular 1890 structure. West of 
that at 1225 Jefferson, a large, rambling bungalow/craftsman style house (173-5001-0161) built 
in 1920 serves as several apartments now. A two-story 1910 vernacular structure at 1209 
Jefferson stands adjacent to a circa 1900 structure, 12 15 Jefferson (1 73-5001 -01 60,0158); the 
latter to the northwest likely was a dependency of the former. Further west across Monroe Street, 
the 1929 Colonial Revival house at 1161 Jefferson (1 73-5001-0033) was built for Judge Charles 
Sterling Hutcheson, an avid local historian. In 1940, Otis B. Crowder built the Dutch Colonial 
Revival house next door at 1145 Jefferson (173-5001-0032). At 1089 Jefferson Street, a large 
craftsman-style house (173-5001-0029) was built in 1910. Facing "On the Hill" at the northeast 
comer of Jefferson and School streets, Haskins Williams hired the contractor, Ozlin, in 1905 to 
build a vernacular cottage (I 73-5001-0027) with Tuscan columns, hints of Queen Anne 
decorative elements, and a stamped-metal shingle roof, similar to that on the Easter School. 

Along the south side of Jefferson Street, the styles of houses vary to the same degree as their 
neighbors across the street. Walking west of the Court Square, several houses dating from 1920 
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to 1950 fall in the Colonial Revival or vernacular category. One 1880 Queen Anne structure 
(I 73-5001-0037), now the Southern Heritage Bed and Breakfast, stands out at 1100 Jefferson 
with an octagonal turret at the northwest comer and elaborate sawn work. Further west, yet 
another Queen Anne house (173-5001-0126), 982 Jefferson, is highlighted among the other 
revival homes. George B. and Alice Marrow Finch hired the popular contractor Jacob Holt in the 
early 1880s to remodel "On the Hill." He transformed the early 19Ih century farmhouse into a 
Queen Anne mansion, which perched atop a hill overlooking the future site of Boydton's public 
schools. 

West of the School Board trailers on Jefferson, the street experienced post WWII development 
among the older houses. While some homes were built with a grander Colonial Revival motif, 
others were built in the more modest Cape Cod and ranch styles. On the north side of the street, 
an 1880 once-clapboard farmhouse (173-5001-0129) has recently been covered with a brick 
veneer. 832 Jefferson (173-5001-01551, west of the "On the Hill" property, was built in the 
craftsman style in 1920. 

Like Jefferson, Washington Street is lined with the oldest and grandest houses within the 
Boydton Historic District. George Wells commissioned 625 Washington (1 73-5001 -01 76), the 
Wells Cogbill house, to be built in the 1880s in a very elaborate and decorative Queen Anne 
manner with a three-story, circular tower. In 1912, the contractor Joseph Wilkerson built an 
impressive Queen Anne dwelling at 579 Washington (173-5001-01 11). Marvin Carter currently 
owns the more modest 1875 Beehive house at 543 Washington (173-5001-01 10). In 1870,475 
Washington (173-5001-0107) was built with ornate sawn work next to the Boyd Tavern. The old 
depot was once located in this area of Washington Street, adjacent to where train tracks are still 
visible. 

On the south side of the business district and constructed in 1935 by Charles M. Buchanan, the 
Colonial Revival house at 267 Washington (1 73-5001-01 20) possesses very fine classical 
detailing and brickwork. 250 Washington (173-5001-0063), built around 1850 for the Clacks, 
stands as a stately classical revival dwelling with a full faqade portico and ionic columns that 
may have been added later by E. C. Goode, who bought it in 1901 . I h  221 Washington (I 73- 
5001-0163) on the west side of the street was built in the 181h century in Dinwiddie County and 
was moved to Boydton in 1989. A dependency original to the property and a Williamsburg 
reproduction dependency stand in perfect condition in the backyard. Other vernacular and 
Colonial Revival homes from 1900 to the 1940s line the eastern side of the street as well. The 
Faulkner House at 136 Washington (1 73-5001-0067) was built circa 1880 with late Victorian 
details. An 1890 dwelling further south at 50 Washington (173-5001-0070) displays elaborate 
Victorian detailing as well. At the end of the street down Finch Lane stands an 1820 Federal- 
style house (173-5001-0071) built for a Boyd family member. A nearby vernacular house (173- 
5001 -0072), built circa 1850, may have originally served as a dependency for the grand Federal 



NPS Form 10-900 
(Rev. 10-90) 

OMB So. 1024-4018 

U. S. Department of the Interior Boydton Historic District 
National Park Service Mecklenburg County, Virginia 
National Register of Historic Places Continuation Sheet Section 7 Page 8 
Madison Street claims several, prominent historic structures as well, with homes dating from the 
mid-191h century to the present. East of Washington Street, few older farmhouses and cottages 
stand among more modem commercial and residential development. 530 Madison, a 1930s 
structure (173-5001-0175), may have been an old gas station. The more significant structures are 
located west of the Court Square and commercial area. The 1890 E. E. Yancey house at 341 
Madison Street (173-5001-0017) remains largely in its original form as a vernacular clapboard 
structure with Victorian elements. 267 Madison Street (1 73-5001-0019) was built in 1850 in the 
Federal style with weatherboard siding, and may have served as one of the many private 
academies in the area. Built in the Craftsman style, architect William Maxey and builder Joseph 
Wilkerson constructed West Hill at 197 Madison Street (173-5001-0021) for the Beales family 
on the site of an older structure that had been the Mecklenburg Female College. A little further 
west on Madison, two houses (173-5001-0023124) dating to around 1900 stand in good 
condition. A vernacular Eastlake house (173-5001-0025) is located on the south side of the 
street, while a vernacular farmhouse faces it from the north side of the street. 

Monroe and Decatur streets both have short stretches of residential dwellings. 100 Monroe (173- 
5001-0047), on the east side of the street, was built possibly as a dependency circa 1880. On the 
west side of the street, at 99 Monroe, a small, one-story 1933 house (173-5001-0049) has unique 
basket-weave brick coursing. An 1890 side-gable farmhouse at 8 1 Monroe (1 73-5001 -0050) 
stands in a dilapidated state with a sagging porch roof. A well-kept, vernacular structure, 67 
Monroe (173-5001-01 12) was built in 1894. Adjacent to the comer where Monroe and Decatur 
meet, an 1895 rambling farmhouse, 45 Monroe or the T. W. Gregory house (1 73-500 1-01 16), 
stands with a back chimney that predates the house. 22 and 38 Decatur (173-5001-01 1819), both 
on the south side of the street were built in the Colonial Revival style in 1950. 

With the need for new homes following World War 11, nearly identical ranch and Cape Cod 
houses were built to infill lots along streets with older development or along streets that had very 
few historic structures. Jones Street experienced rapid growth as modest homes were built 
among its few historic dwellings in the 1940s. One small house with multiple rooflines at 209 
Jones Street (113-5001-0087) likely dates to 1800, while another larger farmhouse at 168 Jones 
(173-5001-0090) dates to about 1820. Several simple structures that had served as military 
housing at Fort Pickett during WWII were moved to Boydton and located on Jones Street in the 
1950s. Resembling those on Jones Street, other vernacular cottages appeared along Hull Street 
during this same period. 1890 and 1860 vemacular structures stand on Hull Street, as do two 
modest 1910 houses with Queen Anne elements. 

With the railroad industry gone and the old tobacco warehouses all razed or burned, industry no 
longer exists in Boydton. The town thrives off of the Court Square and the people who work 
there and who are drawn there on court days. Private businesses and government-associated 
services provide the life force of Boydton. 


















































































