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1. Name 
historic SHADOW LAWN 

and/or common N/ A 

2. Location 

street & number-. - '  27 North ~~i~ street. 7 A,;. ; . . I,- .- .. N / A n o t  tor publication 

city, town . Chase Ci ty  N/B vicinity of 5 t h  congressional district rrl. C. Daniel 
~ ~ - ,,'-*.-. ~ ~ . -  .. . .~ -....- ~. . .  . . 

state Virg in ia  code 5 1  county Mec!<lenburg code 117 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-district - public 1L occupied -agriculture - museum 
X building(s) X private - unoccupied -commercial - park 
-structure - both -work in progress - educational X private residence 
-site Public Acquisit ion Accessible - entertainment -religious 
-object - in process X_ yes: restricted -government -scientific 

-being considered -yes: unrestricted - industrial -transportation 

N/A - no -military -other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Gladys and Mary EcKinney 

street & number 27 North Main S t r e e t  

city, town Chase City N/" vicinity of state Virg in ia  23924 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. ,. 
street & number N/A 

city, town Boyton 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comissio~,",":hF;roperty been determined elegible? -yes no 

date 1981 -federal L state -county -local 

depositoryfOrSuNeyre~0rdS Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landnarks Commission, 221 Governor S t r e e t  
I 
I 

i city, town Richmond, state Virgin ia  23219 

I 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent -deteriorated 1L unaltered 1L original site ?!/A 
_X_ good - ruins - altered -moved date 

. -fair -unexposed 
- - - - - -- 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
Shadow Lawn rests on a well-shaded l o t  defined by a  decora t ive  wi re  fence a t  27 North 

Vain S t r e e t  i n  Chase City. Jacob W. Holt  added t h e  present  f r o n t  s e c t i o n  cons i s t ing  of t h r e e  
bays with a  c e n t e r  passage i n  1869-70 t o  a  ca. 1834 dwelling. The roof l i n e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  
po r t ion  was r a i s e d  a t  t h a t  d a t e  t o  match t h e  f r o n t  a d d i t i o n ,  and t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l  of t h e  
add i t ion  was extended through t h e  e a r l i e r  s e c t i o n  c r e a t i n g  t h e  present  appearance of a  two- 
s t o r y ,  double-pi le  house wi th  a  central-passage plan.  Covered i n  standing-seam shee t  metal ,  
t h e  gable roof wi th  re turned  ends is p ierced  by t a l l  i n t e r i o r  r i d g e  chimneys. A paneled 
f r i e z e  wi th  heavy b racke t s  suppor ts  t h e  deep overhanging eaves. 

The main (west) facade  is d i s t ingu i shed  by a  center-peak gable  framing a round window 
wi th  a  pinwheel mot i f .  The double en t rance  doors have round- headed s i d e l i g h t s ,  a  round- 
ended transom, and two c i r c u l a r  c o m e r  windows, a l l  of which a r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of H o l t ' s  
work. Framing t h e  doors  i s  a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  c o n s i s t i n g  of a  saw-cut appl ied  ornament. A 
s ing le - s to ry  porch which extends ac ross  t h e  facade s h e l t e r s  t h e  entrance.  Square, paneled 
columns wi th  c a p i t a l s  composed of  grouped b racke t s  support  a  paneled f r i e z e  d iv ided  by 
paired brackets .  Fenes t r a t ion  throughout the , 'L  house c o n s i s t s  of double round-headed 
sash ,  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  windows be ing  l a r g e r  than  those  above. The corners  of t h e  bu i ld ing  
a r e  accentuated by paneled boards wi th  brackets  i n  i m i t a t i o n  of c a p i t a l s .  

A s ingle-s tory  enclosed porch,embellished with b racke t s  s i m i l a r  t o  those  on t h e  f r o n t  
porch, s t r e t c h e s  a c r o s s  t h e  no r th  e l eva t ion .  A semi-hexagonal bay window marks t h e  south  
e l e v a t i o n ' s  f r o n t  room. The d e t a i l i n g  of t h e  window is a l s o  reminiscent  of t h e  d e t a i l i n g  
found on t h e  f r o n t  porch. The e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  house is  covered by a  two-story porch; 
t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y i s  open except f o r  i t s  southeas t  bay, while  t h e  e n t i r e  second s t o r y  is 
enclosed. Traces of t h e  ca. 1834 s t r u c t u r e ,  mainly beaded weatherboards, a r e  p ro tec t ed  
by t h e  porch. 

The i n t e r i o r  05 t h e  house is  a t r a d i t i o n a l  central-passage,  double-pi le  plan.  The 
wide ent rance  h a l l ,  running t h e  depth of t h e  house through both s e c t i o n s ,  i s  dominated 
by a  ha l f - tu rn ,  open-str ing s t a i r .  Its round, ramped b a n n i s t e r  r e s t s  on two s l ende r ,  t u r n e l  

.~ 
~ a l ~ s t e r k ~ ~ ~ 7 t T ~ ~ & ~ T h ~  s t a i r i s f u r t h e r  .decorated:by a  heavy turned newel and recessed panel  

spandrel .  A Federa l -s ty le ,  qua r t e r - tu rn  s t a i r  w i th  turned newel and squared b a l u s t e r s  i s  
loca ted  d i r e c t l y  behind t h e  main s t a i r  i n  t h e  ca. 1834 sec t ion .  

- The two f r o n t  rooms added by Holt a r e  t h e  most e l abora t e  i n  t h e  house. Deep, molded 
baseboards and symmetrically molded door and window t r i m  decora t e  each room. The p a r l o r  
(south)  conta ins  a  Federa l  mantel,  poss ib ly  taken from t h e  o l d e r  s e c t i o n ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of 
pa i red  s l ende r  f l u t e d  columns below a f r i e z e  wi th  appl ied  sunburs t  carv ing  i n  t h e  cen te r  
t a b l e t  and endblocks. The bay window is f in i shed  wi th  a  decora t ive  c e i l i n g  panel.  The 
northwest room has a  s i m i l a r  mantel except t h a t  t h e  f r i e z e  i s  carved wi th  pinwheel and 
s t a r  motifs .  A b u i l t - i n  cupboard wi th  molded a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  and glazed Gothic doors  
f l anks  t h e  mante l ' s  n o r t h  s ide .  

The p lan  of t h e  ca. 1034 s e c t i o n b '  be l ieved  t o  have had o r i g i n a l l y  a  ha l l -pa r lo r  p lan ,  .. 
has  been obscured t o  accommodate t h e  present  c e n t r a l  passage. The two r e a r  rooms which 
comprise t h i s  s e c t i o n  have Federa l -s ty le  woodwork inc luding  recessed-panel wainscot,  cha i r  
r a i l ,  and molded a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m .  The mantels each have columns suppor t ing  a  carved f r i e z e  
wi th  chevron molding bands below a h igh ,  s tacked s h e l f  which breaks forward over  t h e  
c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  and endblocks. 

The f i r e p l a c e s  i n  a l l  of t h e  second-story rooms have Vic tor ian  mantels.  The f r o n t  rooms 

(See Continuat ion Sheet b l )  



Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1 799 
& 1800-1 899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning l a n d s c a p e  architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic -conservation - law - science 
- agriculture -economics - literature - sculpture . . L architecture -education - mllltary - soclall 
- art -engineering music humanitarian 
- commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications -industry - politicslgovernment - transportation 

-invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates ca. 1834; 1869-70 BuilderlArchitect Jacob W. Holt  (1869 add i t ion )  

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Shadow Lawn, an imposing I t a l i a n a t e  dwell ing f r o n t i n g  on Chase C i ty ' s  Main S t r e e t ,  is 
t h i s  Southside community's key landmark s t r u c t u r e .  B u i l t  i n  two s t a g e s ,  t h e  house evolved i n  
tandem.with.Chase.~Cityts .eme~gence.i+,~from a ,  c rossroads  v i l l a g e  .known.as C . b i s t i a n s v i l l e  to 
a t h r i v i n g  colony of Northern immigrants, a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War. Shadow Lawn began ca.  1834 
a s  t h e  home of Richard Puryear,  o n e o f  Christiansville.~k,leading c i t i z e n s  and landholders  
I t  was enlarged  t o  i t s  p resen t  form. in.1869-70 by ~ a c o b . . , ~ .  Holt f o r  George Endly, . t he  

" 

CO-founder of Chase C i ty  who moved t o  t h e  a r e a  from Pennsylvania i n  1868. Hol t ,  A 
Yirginian-born a r c h i t e c t  who l i v e d  and worked i n  North Carol ina before  resuming residence 

i n  h i s  n a t i v e  s t a t e ,  was r e spons ib le  f o r  an i n t e r e s t i n g  body of  wooden s t r u c t u r e s  employ- 
i n g  an a s s e r t i v e  and d e l i g h t f u l l y  ornamented I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Shadow Lawn s t ands  on land  which formerly belonged t o  F5.chard.C. Puryear ,  s c ion  of a  
pioneering Mecklenburg County family. I n  1820 Puryear purchased a  t ave rn  i n  C h r i s t i a n s v i l l e  
and over t h e  next  twenty years  assembled a  1,300-acre t r a c t  of land  ou t s ide  t h e  v i l l a g e  
a s  wel l  a s  s e v e r a l  l a r g e  t r a c t s  i n  t h e  Finneywood and Woodpecker d i s t r i c t s  of Mecklenburg 
County. Puryear began cons t ruc t ion  of a  house on t h e  C h r i s t i a n s v i l l e  t r a c t  sometime 
a f t e r  h i s  marriage t o  Mary A. P e t t u s  i n  1834. Land t a x  records ,  which i n d i c a t e  s u b s t a n t i a l  
improvements t o  t h e  proper ty  over  t h e  nex t  s i x  yea r s ,  d a t e  completion of t h e  Puryear 
dwelling by 1840. One of t h e  l e a d e r s  of C h r i s t i a n s v i l l e ,  Puryear served a s  t h e  v i l l a g e  .- 

. . postmaster and a s  chairman of i t s  , L i t e r a r y  Fund. A n  o r i g i n a l  sha reho lde r - in  t h e  Boydton 
Savings Bank i n  1851:and C h r i s t i a n s v i l l e ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on a  committee t o  r a i s e  a  volun- 
t a r y  company of middle-aged men f o r  t h e  Confederacy i n  1861, Puryear died i n  1863. The 
inventory of h i s  personal  e s t a t e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  h i s  dwelling house a t  C h r i s t i a n s v i l l e  had 
n ine  or ten f i n e l y  furn ished  . ~ rooms,:; - :: ; . , !  .> . . L ,  . . ,  , , . ,  . - .  . . 

. . ' . ' . L .  . #  

After  t h e  Civi.1 War, t h e r e  were organized e f f o r t s  i n  Mecklenberg County t o  promote 
economic recovery through t h e  recru i tment  of immigrant l a b o r e r s  from New York. By 1867 t h e  
Roanoke Land Colonizat ion Company was formed, and an e f f e c t i v e  a d v e r t i s i n g  campaign was 
launched through newspapers i n  t h e  North and i n  Europe. The campaign succeeded i n  bring- 
ing  more new s e t t l e r s  t o  Mecklenburg County than t o  any o the r  county i n  Vi rg in i a .  Chr is t ians-  
v i l l e  became known i n  p r  motional  t r a c t s  a s  " the  l a r g e s t  and w e a l t h i e s t  Northern Colony 
i n  t h e  Southern S t a t e s .  "' 'Among t h e  new a r r i v a l s  was George A. Endly, a  n a t i v e  of Ohio 
l i v i n g  i n  Pennsylvania,  who came t o  C h r i s t i a n s v i l l e  i n  1868. I n  t h a t  year  Endly bought 
t h e  C h r i s t i a n s v i l l e  t r a c t  from Richard Puryear ' s  e s t a t e  and s e t  about having t h e  house 
changed and enlarged. 

The ca. 1869-70 enlargement of Shadow Lawn is  ascr ibed  by f i rm family t r a d i t i o n  t o  
Jacob W. Holt  (1811-1880), a  l o c a l  b u i l d e r  whose r epu ta t ion  was w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  both i n  

(See Continuation Sheet # l ) .  
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10. Geoqraphical Data 
Acreage of nominated property B p p r ~  

Quadrangle name Chase C i tv ,  VA 

UMT References 

Zone Easting 
u 
Northing 

Quadrangle scale 24000 

Zone Easting Northing 

G w I I I I  I I I I I I I I I 1 I i I - . L . a . , * L , .  
Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and  just i f icat ion Beginning a t  a  p o i n t  on t h e  E  s i d e  o f  Main S t .  about 
69'. S. f r o m t h e ,  intersecti.nof F i p  S t .  and ~ ~ c k l e n b u r ~  Dr.: , , . thence extending about  184'E; 
thence about  1 4 7 ' s ;  thence about  55'E; thence about  1 2 ' N ; t h e n c e  about .133'  W t o  t h e  E s i d e  of 
Main S t . ;  thence about  148'N along t h e  - E s i d e  of Main S t .  t o  t h e  (See cont inuat ion  Sheet ; 2 )  

86t%Si#8tounties for propert ies overlapping s ta te  o r  county boundaries 

state N/A code county N/A code 

state N/A code county N/A code 

1 1. Form Prepared By 
nameltitle Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comiss ion  S t a f f  

organization V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Cowiss ion  date December 1981 

street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3143 
- - -* . d . 

Richmond . state 
Vrigin ia  23219 

city or town 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
- 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national 2- state - local 
-- 
As the desionated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- . . - . . . . - - - . ~ 

665). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in th Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature L$Q%@ 
H. Bryan Mitchel l ,  Executive Di rec to r  u I 

title Virqin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date MAY 1 0  1382 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

are the most decorative with symmetrical architrave trim and carved corner blocks as well 
as glass transoms over the entrance doors. The rear rooms are plain with the exception 
of the mantels and chair rail in the rear hall. 

The broad, flat lawn is well maintained and is landscaped with scattered shade trees, 
flowers, and a shrubbery border. 

.~ ~ 

- - a 1  . . . . ~  ~ . .  

. . .. ~ ,~ ~ . . . . . . .. ~. 
8. SIGNIFICANCE - ~istoricii Background '. 
Mecklenburg County, Virginia, and Warren County, North Carolina. Holt was born and 
raised in Prince Edward County, Virginia, where he also served his apprenticeship. His 
master was probably William A. Howard, a successful carpenter working in Prince Edward 
and nearby counties in the 1820s and 1830s. Holt moved to Warrenton, North Carolina, 
in the early 1840s and soon "reshaped the architectural character of the town and outlying 
county."' Working in Mecklenburg County as well as in North Carolina in the decade before 
the Civil War, he remodeled Waverly for William R. Baskerville in 1855 (no longer extant) 
and then built' Eureka (listed on the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Register 
of Historic Places) for Baskerville's son, Robert D. Baskerville. The latter is considered 
his masterpiece. Holt lost his business in Warrenton during the Civil War, and attracted 
by the growing influx of Northerners into Mecklenburg, moved to Christiansville in 1869. 

Soon after Holt completed Shadow Lawn, Endly was joined by his brother-in-law John 
E. Boyd, who had also . .  come . ~ to Virginia from Pennsylvania. Together they bought up as 
much land asvpossible in and around the village and had it surveyed and subdivided into 
lots and alleys for sale to the new settlers. By April 1873 the two entrepreneurs had 
succeeded in having the village renamed and incorporated as the Town of Chase City, for 
which they are remembered as its Founding Fathers.. .. . , 

. .  . 

In 1902 Endly sold Shadow Lawn to the Mecklenburg Mineral Water Company, by whom it 
was used as a club house in conjunction with the Mecklenburg Mineral Springs Hotel, 
completed in the following year. After the hotel burned in 1909, the hotel manager, 
Col. William T. Hughes, lived in the house until 1914. The property was sold at auction 
in 1927, and after a succession of occupants, it was purchased by the McKinney family 
in 1935. Mary and Gladys McKinney make Shadow Lawn their home today. 

'Susan L. Bracey, Life by the Roaring Roanoke, (Richmond, 1978), p. 305. 

2~atherine W. Bishir, "Jacob Holt, An American Builder," Winterthur Portfolio, Vol. 
16, No. 1, Spring 1981, p. 2. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -- Boundary Justification 
Boundary Justification: The nominated acreage for Shadow Lawn consists of a $-acre lot 
which is all of the property remaining of the original estate. 




