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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions
in How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A).
Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If any item does
not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable.” For functions, architectural classification,
materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions, Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or
computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Clarksville Historic District

other names/site number VDHR ID No. 192-0121

2. Location

street & number _various (see boundary map) not for publication N/A
city or town __Clarksville vicinity
state _VA county _ Mecklenburg code 117

zip code __ 23927

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that
this X__nomination _____request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _ X __meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. |
recommend that this property be considered significant ___ nationally ___ statewide _ X __ locally. {( ___ See

continuation sheet for additignal comments.) )
el 2og—

Signature of certifying official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
{ ___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
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4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register
___ See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the

National Register

___ See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register

removed from the National Register

other {explain}:

Signature of Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
X__ private
X_ public-local
____public-State
X __ public-Federal

Category of Property {Check only one box)
___ building(s}

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

A7 24 __ buildings
2 0 _ sites
1 0___ structures
0 Q0  objects
174 24 _ Total
Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 2

{Clark Royster House, (VDHR No. 192-0071), listed 12/16/1996; Judge Henry Wood, Jr. House (192-0060), listed
9/24/1999]

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) _N/A
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: Single dwelling
COMMERCE / TRADE _Bank
COMMERCE / TRADE Specialty Store
COMMERCE / TRADE Warehouse (Tobacco)
RELIGION Church
RECREATION / ARTS Movie Theater
EDUCATION School

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: Singte dwetling
COMMERCE / TRADE Specialty Store
COMMERCE / TRADE Office Building
COMMERCE / TRADE Restaurant

_RELIGION Church
RECREATION / ARTS Theater / Arts Center
__EDUCATION Library
GOVERNMENT Town Hall
GOVERNMENT Post Office

7. Description
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal

MID-19™" CENTURY: Greek Revival, Gothic Revival

LATE VICTORIAN: ltalianate, Queen Anne

LATE 19" AND 20" CENTURY REVIVALS: Beaux Arts. Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival

LATE 19™ AND EARLY 20"" CENTURY MOVEMENTS: Prairie School, Bungalow/Craftsman, Commercial Style
MODERN MOVEMENT: Moderne

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)

Foundation Brick, stone, concrete block, poured concrete, parged,

Roof Slate, agphalt shingles, standing seam metal, built-up_
Walis Brick, stucco, weatherboard, wood shingles, stone
other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
{See Continuation Sheets, Section 7]
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register

listing)
X A
X B
X C
D

Property is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction
or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A

m O O om

F

G

owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object or structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
ARCHITECTURE

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

TRANSPORTATION

COMMERCE

INDUSTRY

RELIGION
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

Period of Significance 1818 ~ 1952

Significant Dates

1818; 1867; 1893; 1898; 1947

Significant Person {Complete if Criterion B is marked above) Clark Royster

Judge Henry Woad, Jr.
Major _General William Mahone, CSA, U.S.
Septator, Va., 1881-1887
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Cultural Affiliation N/A

Architect/Builder Thomas Day, Master Carpenter of Milton, North Carolina (Henry Wood House . 192-0121-0147)
H.A. Poole, Builder of Oxford, North Carolina (Planters Bank, 316-320 Virginia Avenue {192-
0121-0010)

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets. )
[See continuation sheets, Section 8]

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
[See continuation sheets, Section 9]

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

___preliminary determination of individual listing {36 CFR 67) has been requested.
__ previously listed in the National Register

___ previously determined eligible by the National Register

___designated a National Historic Landmark

___recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

___recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
_X_State Historic Preservation Office
____ Other State agency
__ Federal agency
__Local government
_University
_i_ Other
Name of repository: VA Department of Historic Resources; Mecklenburg County Courthouse, Boydton, Virginia;
Southside Regional Library at South Hill and Boydton, Virginia; Clarksville Area Public Library, Clarksville, Virginia;
Prestwould Foundation, Prestwould Plantation, Clarksville, Virginia; Library of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia; Virginia
Historical Society, Richmond, Virginia

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property __approximately 109 acres

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Morthing
A 17 718350 4056150 E 17 718240 4055210
B 17 718660 4055350 F 17 717750 4055340
17 719000 4055410 G 17 717680 4055630

17 718890 4055150 H 17 718100 4055940
See continuation sheet.

UO

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
[See continuation sheets, Section 10]
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11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte _Edna Johnston & Kathryn Gettings Smith

organization _History Matters date _September 21. 2001
street & number _1722A Wisconsin Avenue. NW, Suite 21 telephone__202-333-8593
city or town __Washington state _DC Zip code 20007

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets [Sections 7, 8, 9, 10, Photo List]
Maps
A USGS map {71/2 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional itemns)

Property Owner

{Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name _ X Multiple Owners

street & number, telephone

city or town state zip code

o e e L s Ao e o S B e e e e A i e e . O kb e e . e A . gy Y S e S . e S

Pttt f— et ———— f=p—t— ==t _— —_———— ====

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of
Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibiiity for listing, to list properties, and to amend
existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic

Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response
including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.
Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services
Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and

Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project {1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The Clarksville Historic District is located in Clarksviille, a small, river-oriented town in the southwestern section of
Mecklenburg County in the Southside region of Virginia. The district encompasses approximately 109 acres of the
town’s historic core. Established in 1818 at the confluence of the Dan and Roanoke Rivers, the town now stands
adjacent to the John H. Kerr Reservoir that was created in 1953 when the rivers were dammed. There are 195
buildings located within the district boundaries. Approximately 150 of these are dweliings, the rest are commerciai or
institutional in nature. Of these, 171 contribute to the historic and architectural significance of the historic district, and
24 do not. Two residential properties are currently listed as individual properties on the National Register of Historic
Places. In addition, the district incorporates two contributing archaeological sites and one contributing structure. All
three are located on the National Register-listed, Clark Royster House property. The town's main street, Virginia
Avenue, exhibits a representative collection of late-18" century and early-20™ century commercial styles. Clarksville's
residential buildings also display a well-preserved and diverse compilation of building forms, construction materials,
and architectural styles that include examples from the early founding of the town to the end of the period of
significance in 1952. The town’s domestic architecture includes excellent examples of several popular national styles,
along with many examples of local, vemacular building forms.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Setting / Landscape

Originally iocated at the confluence of the Dan and Staunton Rivers where they once met to form the Roanoke River,
the town of Clarksville, Virginia now stands on the southwestern shore of the John H. Kerr Reservoir, The Kerr
Reservoir, known locally as Buggs Island Lake, was formed in 1952 when the U.S. Corps of Engineers completed the
Buggs Istand Dam several miles downstream on the Roanoke River. The present town encompasses approximately
1,216 acres, of which approximately 109 acres comprise the Clarksville Historic District.

Located adjacent to the shoreline of the reservoir, the Clarksville Historic District is characterized by rolling hills and
deep gullies formed by small streams that drain to the lake. The district centers on the town’s main street, Virginia
Avenue (once Virginia Street or Main Street), that divides it into northern and southern sections. Virginia Avenue
occupies a relatively level ridge that runs generally east to west. The topography remains level for approximately one
block both north and south of Virginia Avenue, but then drops down steeply into natural gullies on either side. The
northwestern portion of the historic district is located at a siightly higher elevation than the rest of the district. Another
high point in the district is located in its northeastern section along Rose Hill Avenue.

The town of Clarksville was laid out in 1818 as a standard series of 21 blocks organized around an orthogonal grid
of streets, Each square block contained eight, half-acre lots. The town’s main thoroughfare, Virginia Street, as it was
originailly named, was laid out to be 80 feet wide, while the five streets that run parallet to Virginia (East, Commerce,
Caroline, Market and West) were each laid out to be 60-feet wide, and each of the numbered streets (1%, 2™, 37, 4"
and 5") that ran north-south were 45 feet wide. In the late 19" century, when the town expanded, four additional
numbered streets, 6" through g™ were laid out; they were each made 60 feet wide. The town has retained most of
its original block pattern along with the late-1 9" century expansion blocks. However, Clarksville’s topography
prevented the town from fully extending several of its streets. The historic district includes the western portion of the
original town grid (much of the eastern half was inundated when the reservoir was filied), along with large portions of
the western extension that were made in the late 19" century. In addition, the district includes an area north of the
original town grid along 3™, 4™, and 5™ Streets and Rose Hill Avenue. Starting in the 1840s, this area developed into
an exclusive residential district.

The greatest change made to the town’s setting occurred in 1953 when the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers flooded
the Dan and Roanoke River valley to create the John H. Kerr Reservoir. The reservoir covered the easternmost edge
of Clarksville along with a number of buildings and structures. 1t changed the overall setting of the town.

Today, Virginia Avenue is lined on either side by concrete sidewalks. Overhead electrical wires and standard modemn
streetlights also extend along the iength of the avenue within the historic district. Sidewalks exist along segments of
the district's residential streets; they appear to have been added during the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s. Except for
Virginia Avenue, the majority of Clarksville’s streets have no curbing.

The Clarksville Historic District includes a mix of commercial and residentiai resources. The commercial buildings are
clustered along Virginia Avenue, which has served as the town's main commercial district since the town's inception.
In addition, Virginia Avenue has historically served as the setting for some of the town’s most substantial and
elaborate dwellings. This is still the case today although a number of early residences have been replaced by
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commercial structures. Residential architecture still dominates both the northern and southern sectors of the historic
district on either side of Virginia Avenue.

Commercial Architecture

The blocks between 2™ and 7" Street along Virginia Avenue comprise the historic commercial core of Clarksville's
historic district. A devastating fire in 1893 destroyed many of the buildings that once lined the blocks between the river
(now the Kerr Reservoir) and 5" Street. Thus, the majority of the town’s commercial architecture post-dates the fire.
This is reflected in the styles and materials disptayed here.

Clarksville’s historic commercial buildings stand facing the sidewalk and are generally aligned along a continuous
setback line located approximately ten feet from the street. The commercial buildings range in style from very simple,
vermnacular forms (192-0121-0009, 314 Virginia Avenue) to omately detailed, Late-Victarian buildings (182-0121-0010,
316-320 Virginia Avenue). The commerciail resources include one-, two-, and three-story structures of both frame and
masonry construction, and encompass examples of Modeme, Colonial Revival, and Late Victorian-style architecture.
The buildings are sometimes attached, but more commonly freestanding. They are set close together with only
occasional alleyways or driveways to separate buildings.

. The majority of Clarksville's commercial buildings consist of masonry structures or masonry-ciad structures that are
one or two stories in height. Most of these are composed of brick and incorporate traditional, ground level storefronts.
Many of these storefronts have been altered. The number that remain intact illustrate the common use of large,
uninterrupted display windows, inset entrances, transom windows, low bulkheads, and boldly decorated comices. The
typical upper stories of Clarksville's multi-story, commercial buildings contain evenly spaced rows of windows that are
ornamented by decorated lintels or hoods. Several commercial structures that date to the early decades of the 20"
century employ round-headed windows with decorative drip molds. Other common architectural elements found
among the town's commercial buildings include prominent, corbelled brick cornices, bracketed wood or sheet metal
cornices, and brick pilasters that divide the fagade bays.

Three of the oldest commercial structures on Virginia Avenue incorporate centered, sheet metal pediments that crown
the facade. These decorative paediments are inscribed with either the date or the name of the building that they adorn.
In addition, the pediments include decorative elements that biend with the main facades. The Planters Bank at 316-
320 Virginia Avenue {(192-0121-0010) is the best exampie of this architectural device. Built in 1909, the building
features a symmetrical fagade that incorporates two ground-level storefronts, a centered entrance to the second story,
round-headed windows, and an ornate, brick cornice crowned by the central pediment that carries the bank’s name
and the date of construction.

Building Types / Functions

The district inciudes approximately 28 historic commercial buildings that contribute to its architectural and historic
significance. Of these, there are two historic banks, two historic movie theaters, two historic tobacco warehouses, one
historic hotel, one historic automobile dealership, and two historic automabile service stations. The remainder of the
contributing buildings first housed a variety of specialty stores, including hardware stores, dry goods stores, drugstores,
barbershops, restaurants, and groceries.
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The Planters Bank at 316-320 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0010), was built in 1909 by Oxford, North Carolina builder
H. A. Poole. A carved stone plague located near the center entrance to the building records Poole’s invoivement. The
building displays architectural features found in a number of other commercial buildings on Virginia Avenue, which
indicates that Poole may have been involved in the design of several of Clarksville's commercial structures. The
second historic bank building stands at 325 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0019). Built as the Citizens Bank & Trust circa
1925 and now occupied by the Town Hall offices, this commercial structure displays architectural elements that are
typical of the Beaux Arts style. However the monumental front pediment that once crowned the building has been
removed.

In Clarksville’s commercial corridor, there are three historic buildings that were associated with the movie theater
business. According to historic maps, the building at 324 Virginia Avenue once housed a “moving pictures” theater
on the second floor. However, current research indicates that onty two extant buildings in the district were purpose-
built as movie theaters. These are the building at 321 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0018) that now houses the Town
Hali, and the structure now used as a church at 334 Virginia Avenue {192-0121-0013). The former was built circa
1925 as the first State Theater, and was replaced circa 1940 by the latter building, built as the second State Theater.

Clarksville once had a number of historic tobacco warehouses and tobacco factories. Today, only two historic tobacco
warehouses remain. The oldest of these is the Planters Brick Tobacco Sales Warehouse at 610 Virginia Avenue (192-
0121-0034). Current county tax assessment records indicate that it was built circa 1840, however its architecture
indicates that significant changes have been made since that time. The building consists of a 2-story, flat-roofed front
section, backed by a 1-story brick warehouse. A second historic tobacco warehouse stands at 601 West Street (192-
0121-0127), a block off Virginia Avenue at the corner of West and 6" Streets. Maps show that this site has been
associated with a tobacco warehouse ever since the tumn of the 20" century. However, the former, three-story frame
warehouse at this site was replaced by the present building circa 1940. The present structure is frame with brick
cladding. Both of these tobacco warehouses are characterized by large, uninterrupted interior spaces that are covered
by gable roofs. The former also includes a characteristic feature of tobacco sales warehouses: numerous skylights
to provide light to the interior sales floor.

At its height, Clarksville supported two substantial hotels, both of which were located on Virginia Avenue. While the
Grace Hote! was demolished in 1968, the former Gilliland Hotel still stands at 308-312 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-
0008). Built circa 1900, the building is an excelient example of a late Victorian era commercial structure. Like several
other commercial buildings along Virginia Avenue, the Hotel Gilliland once incorporated a multi-story porch that
extended across its fagade. The building retains its architectural integrity despite some alterations and deterioration.

Among the specialized building types in the historic district are three automobile-related resources. One, an
automobile dealership, was built by a group of Clarksville businessmen in1928 at 214 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-
0004). Two historic service stations also stand along Virginia Avenue. One, the former McGee Service Station, stands
at 400 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0023) and was built there circa 1940. The station exhibits a standard Moderne
design with enameled-metal panels cladding the exterior. The second historic filling station, built circa 1920, stands
at 501 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0029) and has been remodeled for use as an office.

The Russell's Furniture building at 500 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0027) is among the oldest commercial buildings
in Clarksville. Local historians suggest that this two-story, front-gable, brick building was erected prior to the Civil War.
Further research is necessary to determine its date of construction. The storefront has been significantly altered, but
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otherwise the form remains. One of the best-preserved commercial storefronts stands at 328 Virginia Avenue (192-
0121-0012). Built between 1902 and 1807 as a furniture store, this frame building features a first-story storefront that
is characterized by two, four-light shop windows and a recessed entry, all crowned by a decorative wood cornice.

Another notable historic commercial building in Clarksville is the former tobacco company office at 203 7" Street (192-
0121-0183) that now stands behind the Morton-Sizemore House at 617 Virginia Avenue. This one-story, frame
ltalianate-style structure was moved to its present site from an unknown location. Built circa 1880, the building served
as an administrative office for a Clarksville’s tobacco company.

Institutional Architecture

The only historic institutional building that survives in the historic district is the former Clarksvilte High School building,
which stands at 914 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0053). Now occupied by an arts center, a radio station, and the
Clarksville police department, the building was erected in 1934 with funds provided by the federal Works Progress
Administration (WPA). When first buiit, the school served as an extension of the original Clarksville High Schooi
{1913) that once stood just behind it. The building housed the schoo! auditorium and additional classrooms. It retains
its original stripped-classical styling that characterized much W.P.A. architecture of the 1930s and 1940s.

Religious Architecture

Clarksville’s six historic churches range in date from circa 1832 to 1947. They fali within two stylistic categories: Greek
Revival or Gothic Revival. The two earliest church buildings, the former Clarksville Presbyterian Church at 209 4™
Street (192-0121-0139) and the Mount Zion Baptist Church at 201 Market Street (192-0121-0083), are in the Greek
Revival style. The former, a 2-story, brick building, was originally built circa 1832 to house a local Presbyterian
congregation. When the congregation moved to a new church building on Virginia Avenue in 1809, the old building
was sold and is now occupied by the Second Baptist Church. This restrained, Greek Reviva!l edifice retains its
architectural integrity, and is an outstanding example of its form and buiiding type.

The second Clarksville church designed in the Greek Revival style is Mount Zion Baptist Church on Market Street.
Erected by an African-American congregation circa 1875, this simple, frame church has been aitered through the
addition of brick ctadding on the exterior. However, the building retains its formal, pedimented fagade and round-
headed windows, as well as its two-stage tower.

The remainder of Clarksville's religious architecture can be characterized as Gothic Revival, with varying
interpretations. Three of the four Gothic Revival-style sanctuaries are brick, with only one frame exampie. With the
exception of the Catholic church, built in 1947, the others display signature Gothic Revival decorative elements. These
inciude lancet windows, pointed arches, crenellated towers, external buttressing, and stained glass windows.

Built in 1901, the Jamieson Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church at 219 5" Street (192-0121-0161) is an excellent
example of Gothic Revival church architecture. The brick building features a prominent square entry tower adorned
by external buttresses, pointed-arch openings, and a crenellated cap. The church also features ornate stained glass
windows and patterned slate shingles in the front-facing gable. The nearly contemporary (second) Clarksville
Presbyterian Church {1807-1809) located at 502 Virginia Avenue (192-0121-0028) employs similar architectural
devices. This one-story, brick structure is dominated by a three-story, entry tower that is crowned by a steep, conical
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roof. Again, the facade prominently features lancet-type windows, stained glass, and pointed arches.

In 1917, St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church was built on 6" Street (192-0121-0180). This simple, frame chapel is a good
example of a common church type used throughout the latter half of the 18" century and through the first three
decades of the 20" century. The one-story, front gable church features a projecting, front-gable vestibule and a
decorative wooden cross set at the apex of the gable. Lancet-type windows pierce the front and sides of the
sanctuary.

The most recent of Clarksville’s historic churches is St. Catherine of Siena Roman Catholic Church at 805 Virginia
Avenue (192-0121-0049). Completed in 1947, this brick structure features few omamental devices. Its steeply-pitched,
front gable main block that is fronted by an enclosed brick vestibule characterizes the building. One-story, brick
transepts extend from either side, forming a cruciform-shaped plan.

Residential Architecture

The Clarksville Historic District encompasses a wide variety of ages, forms, and styles in its residential building stock.
The contributing dwellings range in date from the 1820s and 1830s to 1952 and are scattered along the town's
residential streets. Most occupy relatively small town lots that approximate one-quarter acre or slightly more. The
houses generally face the street, and are iocated an average of 20 to 40 feet from the street.

There are several distinct neighborhoods within the town. The larger, more elaborate houses are generally grouped
together at the higher elevation and along the main thoroughfares. These include Rose Hill Avenue, Virginia Avenue,
5™ Street, and 6™ Street. More modest residences from the early 20" century stand along the south side of Buffalo
Road, along portions of Rose Hill Avenue, and on several of the named streets that run east to west. Two historically
African-American neighborhoods exist within the town, and are included within the historic district. One is in the
southeastern-most areas, and inciudes the eastern ends of Market Street and East Street. Another is located in the
southwestern section of Clarksville, along 8", Caroline, and Market Streets.

During Clarksville's period of significance, 1818—-1952, the choice of residential building styles and forms reflected both
local economic conditions and national building trends. As in most small towns and counties located outside of
Virginia’s largest metropolises, Clarksville’s domestic architecture reflects a general reluctance to abandon traditional
- building practices well after newer forms and styles had been adopted in larger cities. During the 19" century, building
forms, materials, and styles were mainly dictated by the availability of construction materials, labor, and traditional
methods of construction.

At the time of Clarksville’s founding in 1818, domestic architecture in American cities was turning from the Colonial
Georgian style to a new national style known as the Federal style. However, identifiable examples of this fashion were
not built in Clarksville until several decades later. Instead, the earliest residences still standing in the town illustrate
vernacular building forms and simple ornamentation. Vernacular refers to the traditional and indigenous building
methods, materials, and forms passed from generation to generation in any particular iocality.

The oldest extant buildings in Clarksville's historic district are dwellings. Several appear to date as early as the 1820s
or 1830s, however, further research is necessary to determine the exact dates of construction. The earliest domestic
buildings in Clarksville are generally characterized by wood, frame construction, one-and-a-half-story heights, side-
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gable roofs, high, boxed cornices, and substantial, brick, gable-end chimneys with both attached and detached stacks.
The house at 103 5" Street (192-0121-0150) is a unique example. The present building is composed of two, circa-
1820 frame dwellings whose ridgelines stand at right angles to one another. The two structures are connected by a
20™century frame hyphen. Both dwellings retain their original forms nearly intact and are the best examples of the
simple, vernacuiar houses built in Ciarksville during its earliest period of occupation.

Other early residences include the modest, one-story, frame house at 300 East Street (192-0121-0078), and a small,
frame house with massive brick end chimney at 301 Commerce Street (192-0121-0071), and the one-and-three-
quarters story tall, frame dwelling at 214 5" Street (192-0121-0155). The latter building incorporates several additions
and alterations that have obscured the ariginal form. Another example of this simple, early house type stands at 310
5" Street (192-0121-0165). This building has also been altered and added to, however, its originai end chimney and
distinctive side-gable form are stiil evident.

The town of Clarksville experienced an economic hoom from the 1830s until the onset of the American Civit War. The
extant domestic architecture reflects this upswing in the number of relatively sophisticated houses in Clarksville that
date from the 1830s, 1840s, and 1850s. The most popular architectural style seen in Clarksville during this period was
a local, vernacular version of the Greek Revival style. However, a few scattered examples of Federal style domestic
architecture were also constructed between 1830 and 1850. Clarksville's premier example of the Federal style is the
Clark Royster House that is located at 300 Rose Hill Avenue (192-0121-0099). Built in 1840 by Clark Royster who,
in 1818, donated the land upon which the town was founded, the house stands two stories tall, and is of brick
construction with a side-gable roof and two gable-end brick chimneys. The house incorporates a restrained Classical
door surround and plain, stone window lintels and sills. Another substantial brick, Federal-style residence stands a
short distance west of the Royster House at 309 Rose Hill Avenue (192-0121-0106). Known as the G.A. Young
House, this structure was built around 1840, and it displays similar features. However, the Young House was
substantially altered during the late 19™ and early 20" centuries. The monumental porticos on both the front and back,
along with the dormers and side wing ali date to the remodeling.

The Greek Revival style is best represented by a number of brick and frame examples that are scattered throughout
the histeric district. While none of these approach a fully mature example of the Greek Revival style, they generally
reflect the proportions and fagade organization that are identified with that style. These houses are generally two
stories in height and have low-pitched side gable roofs. Exterior ornamentation is reserved to the comice, and around
the front door. The houses all have symmetrical facades with centered entries. The door is generally framed by
rectilinear sidelights and surmounted by a transom. The Henry Wood House at 404 4" Street (192-0121-0147) is an
excellent example of Clarksville's restrained Greek Revival style rendered in a two-story, brick residence. Buiit
between 1850 and 1854, the Wood House, along with two related historic outbuildings, was listed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1999. Another intact example of a Greek Revival-style dwelling in Clarksville is the two-
story residence at 204 5™ Street (192-0121-0153). Built circa 1835 for A.T. Turner, this simple, frame house
incorporates a Greek-style, sidelight-and-transom combination, and a Gothic Revival-style entrance porch. The A.C.
Finley House at 304 5" Street (192-0121-0162) is another good example of the Greek Revival style in Clarksvilie. Built
in 1842, this house inciudes wide, sash windows that diminish in height on the second story.

The remodeling of older residences to meet current needs and tastes is an ongoing theme in Clarksville’s domestic
architecture. In the 19" and early 20" centuries, it was uncommon to demolish an intact house. instead, out-dated
buildings were moved or expanded to accommodate new functional needs and to incorporate current architecturai



























































































































































































































