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I L o c ~ ~ t c d  i n  tlic vi1lal:c of Cl i r i s t  Cliurcl~ aboilt two and a  li:ilf 1 !,,iilcs c ; ~ s t  of  Srlllidil, cutd t l ~ c  s;li;ic c l i s tansc  so1itlica:;t of Urbanna, tilt Second 
1)iirisli cillircli of  C l ~ r i s t  Cliurcli Pari:;li i n  Niddlcncx County is a  r c c t a n g i i l a r  
biiildiil?: w i t l i  ;I giiblc roof and e s t c r i o r  di1;icnsions of s i x t y  f e e t  by t h i r t y  
t h r e e  and 3 l ia lf  fcclr. Tile f i n e  Flclnisli bond on tlic soutlicrn and wes tern  
w a l l s  is c l ~ a r a c t c r i z e d  by i t s  glazed headcrs  and a l though t h e  remaining w a l l s  I 

1 i d  1 1 c 1 1 i s  b o d  t h e i r  s u r f r ~ c e  i s  only  o c c a s i o n a l l y  marked by the  
i:liizcd oiasonry. Scvc ra l  cour scs  j u s t  bclow the  c o r n i c e  have bccn r e b u i l t .  
I n  tile or i i : iur~l  o r d e r  f o r  t h c  c o n s t r t ~ c t i o n  the b r i c k s  werc t o  be two and one 
l ia lf  l ~ r i c k s  tliiclc above t l ~ e  w a t c r t a b l c  and onc and one h a l f  i n  tile gab le s .  
'i'irt: ovolo w;~tcrL;tblc wliicli e n c i r e l c s  tlic b u i l d i n g  was ordcrcd  t o  hc t h r c c  
1)riclcs lrliick and appea r s  t o  iiave bccn rcpoin tcd  c s p c c i a l l y  on t l ~ c  sou th  w a l l .  
Tlic v c s t r y  o r d e r s  a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the  gable  roof was o r i g i n a l l y  intcnded 
t o  bc c l ipped .  Today rubbcd b r i c k  and quecn c l o s e r s  mark t h e  co rne r s  o f  t h e  
u l l d i n g .  'I?ie quccn c l o s e r s  which flanic many of t h e  p r e s e n t  window openings 

:biw i l la t  t h e  windows have been a l t e r e d  and t h a t  they  had p rev ious ly  hung a t  
a  s l i g i i t l y  l i ighcr  l e v e l .  

4 gabled roof  v e s t i b u l g w h i c h  was added t o  t h e  church i n  t h e  
1843 r e s t o r a t i o n ,  s h e l t e r s  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  the wes tern  end. The v e s t i b u l e  

' h a s  a rched  four-panel  double door s ,  t h e  s u p e r i o r  panels  o f  which form a  1 .  1 i 
o l s c c t e d  f a n l i g h t .  Br ick  p i l a s t e r s  f l a n k  t h e  door and above t h e  en t r ance  a  i 'molded c o r n i c e  enc loses  the  b r i c k  pediment which i s  p ie rced  by a  b l i n d  oculus,.  1 Uion t h e  glazed header  base  of  t h i s  wes tern  w a l l  s i t s  t h e  r e p a i r e d  gab lc  end I 0 , , ~ / w h i c 1 1  i s  d i s t i n g u G h e d  by an oculus  and ralcing co rn ice .  

. .. . ~ - .  On t h e  sou th  s i d e  of  t h e  church glazed headers  a r e  used i n  a  
s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  w a l l .  Today four  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  a rched  windows 
l i g h t  t h e  sou th  s i d e  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  The f o u r t h  was c r e a t e d  i n  1931 when 

; t h e  door  t o  t h e  chance l  on t h e  souti1 s i d e  was made i n t o  a  r a t h e r  diminished i 
wlndow. The o r i g i n a l  doorway hung a t  a  lower l e v e l  than  t h e  o t h e r  wiildows i 
and r e s u l t e d  i n  t h i s  d iminut ion  of  t h e  s c a l e .  Although t h e  bay i s  now four  ! 

wide,  the  e a r l y  doorway was ordered  t o  be  s ix  f e e t  f o u r  inclies t a l l  by 
t n r c e  f e c t  wide. Below t h e  w a t e r t a b l e  t h e  queen c l o s e r s  t h a t  mark t h e  i 

c o l o n i a l  opening h e l p  t o  suppor t  t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  door  was fou r  f e e t  / 
wide. When augmented by t h e  t y p i c a l  t r i m ,  t h i s  width  would probably be 

, n c c c s s a r y  t o  form a  f i n i s h e d  opening o f  s i x  f e e t  fou r  inches  by t h r e e  f e e t .  i I I t  sccms t h a t  t h e  jambs of  t h e  windows on t h i s  s i d e  have been rcplaccd  o r  I 1 i c p o i n t e d  . 
, . i 
1 .  The n o r t h e r n  w a l l  has t h r c c  windows s i m i l a r  t o  thosa on the  ; 
; s o u t h  s i d c .  I n  1931 a  doorway was c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  co rne r  of t h e  1 
/ w a l l  t o  g i v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  newly c o n s t r u c t e d  s a c r i s t y .  Although i t  i s  
I p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  doolrway r ep laced  a  wLrLdow, p a r i s h  opin ion  g e n e r a l l y  
r c c o l l c c t s  on ly  t h r e e  windows i n  e x i s t e n c e  b e f o r e  1931. Of t h e  o t h e r  t h r c c  ~ 
churches b u i l t  i n  t h e  p a r i s h  d u r i n g  t h i s  decade none had more than  t h r e e  1 
winciows t o  a  s i d e .  The one bay s a c r i s t y  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  has  a  hipped roofi 
p i e rced  by a  chimney and a door  on t h e  n o r t h .  1 

On t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  church where a  g r e a t  chancel  wiadow 1 
once occupied t h e  space ,  t h e  w a l l  Ls c u t  by a  s m a l l e r  arched window wnic;? was1 
i n s t a l l e d  i n  1843. Although t h e  e x a c t  shape and h e i g h t  of  t h e  e a r l i e r  bay I 

f e e t  can be determined by t h e  ev idence  o f  queen I 

c;osers "hic), f l a n k  t h e  p r e s e n t  bay. The e x a c t  shape of t h e  window can c o t  
window head extended beyond surviving i 

See c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  
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c i l r ly  briclivorlc. A r a t h e r  viigucl s e t  of s p c c j l i c n t i o n s  dccri l>cd t}lc 
l o  ' t o  1 I t i  i c  I s i x  i c e  o I 1 ,  t e n  f o o t  widc." 
'l'liis i s  t o1~11  by J;l~ncs S c o t t  Ikiwli~igs,  tlic ni l t l ior i ty  oil V i rg i i i i a ' s  c o l o n i a l  
cl:iirclics, to ii~cnil t h a t  tlic window was ten i c c t  wide a ~ l d  tile hcigirt  of  the  
window was t o  cs tcnd  frolii the bottom of  tlic a r c h  down t o  w i t h i n  s i x  f e e t  of the  
woodcn f l o o r .  Ililwlings spec i i l a t e s  t h a t  t h e  window might have been s i m i l a r  t o  
tlic s e m i - c i r c u l a r  window a t  S t .  P e t e r s  i n  New Kent County o r  t o  ano the r  of  
comparable dimensions a t  t h e  Lower Chapel a t  C h r i s t  Cl~urch.  

On t h e  i n t e r i o r  t h e  low box pews l i n e  t h e  c e n t r a l  a i s l e  which 
is paved w i t h  f l a g s t o n e s  bought i n  1931 from the  Upper Church o f  1773 Located 
a t  Cliiirchview. Today the  c e i l i n g  curves  i n  a low g r a c e f u l  e l l i p s e  above the  
i n t e r i o r  wliicii was conipletely des t royed  dur ing  t h e  "Dises tablishmcnt:. " I t  is  1 
n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  s a y  how the  pews and the  p u i p i t  were a r ranged because a l t n o u g h t  
t h c  v e s t r y  records  e x i s t ,  they supply on ly  i ssued  r e q u e s t s  and make no d i s -  
t i n c t i o n  between those  ordered  and those  c a r r i e d  o u t .  During one of  the  
r c s  t ~ s r a t i o n s  when $ p l a s t e r  was be ing  removeu, a l a r g e  square  ho le  i n  the  c o r t h  
w a l l  twelve f e e t  froin t h e  e a s t  w a l l  was d iscovered  and may have been t h e  ! I socliet  of  t h e  l a r g e  beam of  t h e  rood sc reen .  This  rood s c r e e n  was undou'oredl$ 1 wooden wi th  b a l u s t e r s  o r  t r a c e r y  above t h e  lower pane l s .  The C h r i s t  Church I 

/ Vestry Book of  1 6 6 6 ' c i t e s  the  precedent  of  a rood s c r e e n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  C h r i s t  1 1 Church: "Item. That ye Mother Church be c a l l e d  by t h e  name of C h r i s t  Ciiurch 
I 0 / . . . . . . b u i l d i n g  t h e  Mdther Church, i n  every  r e s p e c t  t o  be done and f i n i s h e d  

according  t o  the  Middle Plantacon Church ( i n  Wil l iamsburg) ,  t o  be  f i n i s h e d  i n  i I s i x  nionths, g l a s s  and i r o n  worke convenient  time t o  be g iven  f o r  i ts  t r a n s -  / 1 p o r t a t i o n  o u t  of  England." 
I n  1942 t h e  Garden Club of  V i r g i n i a  en larged  t h e  a r e a  of  the  1 

c o l o n i a l  churcllyard and e n c i r c l e d  t h e  reg ion  wi th  a high b r i c k  w a l l .  An , ou t s t and ing  a s so r tmen t  of c o l o n i a l  tonbs a r e  l a i d  o u t  t o  the  sou th  and the  i / c a s t  o f  t h e  church.  To t h e  south  a r e  found t h r e e  t a b l e  tombs whose panel led  ! 

s i d e s  end i n  c o r n e r s  sp layed  w i t h  bulbous s c r o l l s .  Other  d e c o r a r i v e  mot i f s  I 1 .  
such a s  e l l i p s e s ,  f a n s ,  f l u t i n g ,  and acanthus  l eaves  ornament t h e  m a ~ n i f i c e n t  1 c o l l e c t i o n  of  tomb s c u l p t u r e .  An a t t empt  t o  r e s t o r e  some o f  t h e  tombs has  a t ;  
l e a s t  r e u n i t e d  t h e  fragments which had been s c a t t e r e d  abou t  t h e  churchyard.  

I 
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Begun i n  1712 and f in is l ied  i n  1714, C h r i s t  Church i n  Niddlcscx 
County i s  t h e  second p a r i s h  churcli t o  be c o n s t r u c t e d  on t h i s  s i t e  and i s  
a n  i n v a l u a b l e  v e s t i g e  of  one of V i r g i n i a ' s  most s i g n i f i c a n t  c o l o n i a l  
p a r i s h e s .  Preserved i n  i t s  coun t ry  s e t t i n g ,  amid e l a b o r a t e l y  scu lp tu red  
c o l o n i a l  tombs, C h r i s t  Church evokes the  t r a d i t i o n  of  such i l l u s t r i o u s  

V i r g i n i a n s  a s  S i r  Henry Chicheley ,  a  seventeenth  c e n t u r y  deputy governor 
and Ralph Wormeley of  R o s e g i l l .  The o r i g i n a l  mother church was b u i l t  i n  
1666 when C h r i s t  Church p r i s h  was e s t a b l i s h e d  from a  union of  k . n c a s t e r  

cont inued t o  bea r  ev idence  of  t h e  e a r l i e r  d i v i s i o n s  i n  t h a t  i t  was composed 
1 and Peanckitanck p a r i s h e s .  I n  s p i t e  of  t h i s  union, C h r i s t  Church P a r i s h  1 

i 
I of t h r e e  p r e c i n c t s  which inc luded tile Upper P a r i s h  (Lancas t e r )  served  by I 

t h r e e  chape l s ,  the  Lower P a r i s h  (Peanckatanck) served  by two chapels ,and 
the  Middle P a r i s h  which had t h e  mother church.  

i 
i 

The."records r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of C h r i s t  Church a r e  1 
i supported by s e v e r a l  i n s c r i p t i o n s  on t h e  church i t s e l f .  Three b r i c k s ,  

1 now incorpora t ed  i n t o  the  tympanum of t h e  wes te rn  v e s t i b u l e ,  bea r  t h e  i 
I i n s c r i b e d  d a t e  1714 which marked t h e  complet ion o f  the  w a l l s  of  ths second 1 

cliurch. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  l e t t e r s  "III"  upon one of  t h e s e  b r i c k s  r e f e r s  t o  ( 
John n i p k i n  who i s  c r e d i t e d  wi th  t h e  c a r p e n t r y ,  "plumbing" and glazing.:  
Two o t h e r  b r i c k s  a r e  marked wi th  "EC" and a  fo rm-of  "HI" r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  
and t h e  name ' W .  .Johnson1' appears  on a f o u r t h .  C h r i s t  Church 's  mason,' 

'Alexander Graves,  l e f t  no i n i t i a l  i n  h i s  work. 
I 

i 
Like nlany Anglican churches a c r o s s  V i r g i n i a ,  C h r i s t  Church was 1 1 abandoned d u r i n g  t h e  Dises tab l i shment  fo l lowing the  Revolut ion.  Altiioagii 1 

I t h e  p a r i s h  was r ep resen ted  a t  t h e  Diocesan Council  of  1821, l i t t l e  cvidcr.ce: 
i -of cli~ircli  a c t i v i t y  from 1813 t o  1840 remains. I n  h i s  book 2 Ciiursi;es, I 

/ > : i n i s t c r s ,  Fami l ies  of V i r g i n i a ,  w r i t t e n  i n  1857, Bishop Wil l iam >ic;2e ! 
I e l o q u e n t l y  desc r ibed  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  C h r i s t  Church: "And what has  bccone 1 
! of t h e  o l d  Nother-Church - t h e  Grea t  Church, a s  she  i s  styled i n  h e r  joi i rnal ;  

1 - s t and ing  i n  view of t h e  wide bppahannock,  midway between R o s c g i l l  ar;d 
Brandon? More perhaps than  f i f t y  y e a r s  ago i t  was d e s e r t e d .  I t s  roof 1 decayed and f e l l  i n .  Everything w i t h i n  i t  r e tu rned  t o  i t s  n a t i v e  Gus=. 

i B u t  n a t u r e  abhores a  vacuum. A sycamore-tree sprung up w i t h i n  i t s  wa l l s . "  
By 1840 when t h e  p a r i s h ' s  r e v i v a l  was i n i t i a t e d ,  t h e  cupola (ordered i n  ! 

i 
1 7 i 8 ) ,  t h e  s t o n e  a i s l e s  (1731) and t h c  churchyard w a l l  (1733) were gone. 

The c h u r c h ' s  f i r s t  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  which commenced i n  1843, ir.cludedi 
t h e  convers ion  of t h e  chancel  i n t o  a  v e s t r y ,  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  of t h e  l a r g e  1 
chancel  window and t h e  a d d i t i o n  of t h e  v e s t i b u l e  on the  west .  A t  some 1 
l a t e r  d a t e  t h e  chancel  was a z a i n  e s t a b l i s h e d .  Fur the r  r enova t ions  took ' i place around 1931 when t h e  s a c r i s t y  was b u i l t  on t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  n o r t h  8 

See cont inua  t i o n  s h e e t .  
- 
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s i d c ,  a l s o  :I vind0i.r was c r e a t e d  from tile doolvay on thc  soutll  and a  new f l o o r  cjas 
!L~:IS i n s t . l l l c d  i n  tlrc chnncc1. The i l a g s t o l ~ c s  a long tlrc c e n t e r  a i s l e  01 tile 
cliurcli \$ere a l s o  purchased i n  1931 fro111 the Uppcr Church of  1773 loca ted  a t  
Cllurcliview. 

The p a r i s h  is f o r t ~ l n a t c  i n  owning t h e  only  c o l o n i a l  v e s t r y  boo 
which p reda te s  Bacon's Rebel l ion  of  1676. Beginning w i t h  t h e  record of  

kl 
h n c a s t e r  (Upper) P a r i s h  i n  1663, the book beaks t h e ~ c o r d  o f  t h e  un i t ed  
C h r i s t  Church P a r i s h  from 1666 t o  1767. The church s i l v e r ,  damaged by f i r e  
and remoulded i n  1855 by 8. K i rk  and Son of  Bal t imore ,  remains a  v e s t i g e  of the 
o r i g i n a l  s e t  g iven  t o  t h e  church i n  1687 by t h e  f i r s t  Ralph Wormeley of  
R o s e g i l l .  

The f i n e  c o l o n i a l  and e a r l y  r e p u b l i c  tombs w i t h i n  t h e  church- 
yard a t t e s t  t o  t h e  importance of  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  c o l o n i a l  congregat ion .  The 
grave of  S i r  Henry Chicheley ,  Knight and Deputy Governor from 1G78 t o  1680 i s  
l o c a t e d  beneath t h e  Communion Table. Here bcneath t h e  church l i e s  Lady . / 
Kadanie Ca the r ine  Wormeley who d ied  i n  1685 and was t h e  w i f e  of  the  f i rs t iRalph 1 

Worneicy and latf ;  of  Chicheley.  On t h e  s o u t h s i d e  o f  t h e  churchyard l i c s  ! 
the  tomb of John Grymes of  Brandon i n  Middlesex County and on the  c a s t  s i d e  o f !  
tile church a r e  found a m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  Wormeley fami ly  tombs. Among t h e  ;ate: 
gcnc ra t ions  of  t h e  Wormeley fami ly  bur ied  a t  C h r i s t  Church a r e  Ralph Wormeley ! 
of R o s c g i l l  who d i e d  i n  1806 and h i s  w i f e  Eleanor  TaySoe Wormeley who d ied  n i n c  
yea r s  l a t e r .  

I n  1921 t h e  Episcopal  Diocese e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  Chr i s t church  , 
School,  a  boys p r e p a r a t o r y  s c h o o l ,  on land a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  churchyard.  I 
Chr i s t church  now serves n o t  on ly  a s  a  p a r i s h  church b u t  a s  a  chape l  f o r  t h e  : 

school .  

R.S. 
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