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DESCRIBE T H E  P R l S C N l  A N D  OHIGINAL. [If: KNOWI;I PHYSICAL APPEAI!ANLE 

The Middlesex County Courthouse, l oca ted  on U.S. Route 1 7  i n  Saluda, is the  
c e n t r a l  bu i ld ing  i n  a complex o f  county o f f i c e  bui ld ings  c o n s i s t i n g  of the  courthouse, 
c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  and j a i l .  A Confederate C i v i l  Nar n;c>nciment completes t h e  c l a s s i c  
Virg in ian  courthouse square  bounded by a low, Flemish-bond b r i c k  wa l l .  The cour t -  
house bu i ld ing ,  e r e c t e d  i n  1852, is an  example of t h e  V i r g i n i a  temple-form, arcaded 
courthouse plan. 

The two-and-a-half s t o r y ,  r ec tangu la r  s t r u c t u r e  i s  executed i n  Flemish-bonded 
b r i c k ,  i n  a "T"-shaped plan.  The r e a r  s e c t i o n  of t h e  "T" p l a n  was added i n  the  1920s. 
The t h r e e  bays of t h e  Tuscan pedimented-gable facade con ta in  a f i r s t - s t o r y  arcaded 
loggia ,  one bay i n  depth,  c o n s i s t i n g  of f i v e  rounded arches.  The arches a r e  painted 
white ,  t h e  co jo r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  wooden e x t e r i o r  t r im.  Within the  arcade,  twin 
double doorways wi th  s imple a r c h i t r a v e  t r im lead  i n t o  the  courtroom. A l l  t h e  windows 
con ta in  t h i s  simply molded t r im,  and a l l  r e t a i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  616 sashes .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  the  Tuscan pediment on t h e  main (south)  facade, the  b u i l d i n g  conta ins  s i m i l a r  
pediments on both ends of t h e  l a t e r a l  wing across  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  main block.  A l u n e t t e  
is i n  t h e  tympanum of  the  f r o n t  pediment. An open arcade connects  t h e  o r i g i n a l  cour t -  
house t o  a modern, two-story counterpar t  cons t ruc ted  i n  1965. The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  
courthouse may have o r i g i n a l l y  contained a two-story courtroom with g a l l e r y ,  s i m i l a r  t o  
t h a t  found i n  contemporary examples; unfor tunate ly ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  has been considerably 
renovated, and the  p lan  has been a l t e r e d  t o  conform t o  p resen t  day use. 

I n  t h e  courthouse complex s tands  t h e  county c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  a one-story,  gable- 
roofed,  American-bond b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  a t  t he  s a e  time as the  courthouse. Also 
i n  t h e  complex, and s t y l i s t i c a l l y  contemporary wi th  t h e  o t h e r  bu i ld ings ,  is t h e  j a i l ,  
a hip-roof,  two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  l a i d  i n  American bond. The main facade of t h r e e  
bays conta ins  a t ransom-l i t  door surrounded by simple t r im.  The windows on a l l  
e l eva t ions  con ta in  segmental a rches  and simple t r im.  A corbeled  b r i c k  cornice  is  
c a r r i e d  around t h e  bu i ld ing ,  broken by segmental a rches  of t h e  windows. 

RCC 
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W i l l i a m  R.  Jones, J a i l  
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

, , , <,. ' ,  , . ., I . . , , . , , . , , , 
,The..Middlesex c o u n t y  Courthouse, a s  b u i l t  i n  1852, is a i a t e  bu t  s i g n i f i c a n t  

example of t h e  arcaded-plan courthouse which had its precedent i n  V i r g i n i a ' s  co lon ia l  
tcourtho;ses and e a r l i e s t  c i v i c  bui ld ings .  By adopting t h e  arcade  plan,  the  Middlesex 
County commlrssioners e l e c t e d  t o  continue a noble and t r a d i t i o n a l  example o f  Vi rg in ia ' s  
b r i c k  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

I When t h e  Middlesex County Courthouse was e rec ted  i n  1852, t h e  arcade p l a n  o r  

i "townhall" type of courthouse had s t y l i s t i c a l l y  been replaced by t h e  Je f fe r son ian  
temple-port ico courthouse,  of which those  i n  Char lo t t e  County (1821-1823) and 

i Lunenburg County (1823-1827) a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  examples. Although two arcade examples, 
1 Madison County Courthouse (1829-30) and Sussex County Courthouse (1825-28), p a r a l l e l  
L i n  d a t e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  examples, t he  pervasive courthouse bui ld ing  type  had become t h e  

"temple" por t icoed example of t h e  c l a s s i c a l  r e v i v a l .  The Middlesex County Courthouse 
I is thus a r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the  colonia l -arcade  type a s  t h e  form had s t y l i s t i c a l l y  

evolved by t h e  e a r l y  decades of t h e  19th century .  

I The county s e a t  was o r i g i n a l l y  loca ted  i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  s eapor t  of Urbanna. An a c t  
! 
i of the  Vi rg in ia  General Assembly of March 8,  1849, gave t h e  c i t i z e n s  of Middlesex County 

f 
t h e  r i g h t  t o  vo te  on moving the  courthouse from Urbanna t o  Saluda. The c i t i z e n s  voted 
i n  favor  of t h e  move and a l l o c a t e d  $3,000.00 f o r  the  courthouse and $1,000.00 f o r  the  

I 
. . 

j a i l .  

On September 28, 1852, t h e  county comnissioners ordered t h e  s h e r i f f  t o  c o l l e c t  
a l evy  from t h e  c i t i z e n s  and pay b u i l d e r  John P. H i l l  $1.010.95 a s  p a r t i a l  payment 
f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  courthouse bu i ld inga t  Saluda. S u b s t a n t i a l  r e p a i r s  were made t o  
the  courthouse bu i ld ing  i n  November of 1865. William R. Jones rece ived payment f o r  

1 bui ld ing  t h e  j a i l .  

i While t h e  courthouse served its appointed func t ion  throughout t h e  19 th  and we l l  
i n t o  the  20th century ,  t h e  r e a r  (nor th)  s e c t i o n  was added i n  the  1920s and t h e  c l e r k ' s  
o f f i c e  was moved i n t o  t h a t  s e c t i o n  i n  1931. A new wing, complementing t h e  o l d  cour t -  . house design,was cons t ruc ted  i n  1965, and a new j a i l  subsequently was b u i l t  behind the  
courthouse complex. 
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