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r,. L J I ~  : i o s e g i l l  p l a n t a t i o n  complex i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a  commanding 
p o s i t i o n  n e a r  t h e  end of a narrow pen insu la  formed by Urbanna 
Crcelc on tile west  and a  n ~ i l l p o n d  and,narshy c reek  on t h e  e a s t .  
'l'he colnplex i s  approached froin tlhc sou th  by a  long a x i a l  avenue 
a c r o s s  oycn f i e l d s .  On t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  complex i s  a  broa 
f l a t  f i e l d  and a  sweeping p rospec t  of  t h e  two m i l e  wide 
Rappahannoclc River .  
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A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  complex c o n s i s t s  of an impress ive  range of 
f i v e  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry  b u i l d i n g s .  From e a s t  t o  west  t h e  range  
i n c l u d e s :  a  wash house (now t h e  manager's house ) ,  t h e  dwe l l i ng  
house, t h e  k i t c h e n  (now an o f f i c e ) ,  and a s t o r a g e  house (now a 
g a r a g e ) .  The land  f r o n t s  of t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  a l i g n e d ,  forming 
a  g rand iose  row, s t r e t c h i n g  466 f e e t  from end t o  end. The f o c a l  
p o i n t  of  t h e  group,  t h e  dwe l l i ng  house, has  had a  complex 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e v o l u t i o n .  I n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  form i t  was a  sma l l ,  
1 l / 2 - s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e ,  approximately  37'6" X 2 1 ' ,  
covered by a g a b l e  roof  w i t h  i n t e r i o r - e n d  b r i c k  chimneys. I n  
t h i s  form i t  was s i m i l a r  i n  s t y l e  and p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  
depenuer,cies, and t h u s  i t  i s  assumed t h a t  a l l  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  
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The p l a n  of t h e  dwe l l i ng  house ' s  o r i g i n a l  co re  c o n s i s t s  of 

c e n t e r  h a l l  w i t h  a  room on e i t h e r  s i d e .  The s t a i r  must have 
ascended e i t h e r  i n  one of t h e  rooms o r  between t h e  w a l l s  a s  t h e  
h a l l  i s  t o o  narrow t o  permi t  a  s t a i r .  S t i l l  i n  p l a c e  beneath  

As shown on an  1805 r e v a l ~ a t i o n  p o l i c y  of t h e  Mutual 
I 
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were b u i l t  a t  t h e  same t ime  a s  an a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  u n i f i e d  
complex. While i t  i s  known t h a t  R o s e g i l l  was occupied s i n c e  
t h e  mid-seventeenth c e n t u r y ,  t h i s  complex s t y l i s t i c a l l y  d a t e s  

j ;  
no e a r l i e r  t h a n  t h e  p e r i o d  1730-1750. The brickwork d e t a i l s  i n  ?3 

t h e  dependencies ,  and t h e  few remaining p i e c e s  of o r i g i n a l  
pane l ing  i n  t h e  house s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h i s  d a t i n g .  

I 

t h e  h a l l  i s  an  o r i g i n a l  v a u l t e d  wine c e l l a r .  The f o o t i n g s  of 
t h e  unexcavated p o r t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o r e  a r e  b a l l a s t  s t o n e s .  

Th i s  c o r e  was e n l a r g e d  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a  room,twenty- 
f i v e  f e e t  i n  l e n g t h ,  a t  e i t h e r  end,  making t h e  o v e r a l l  l e n g t h  1 of t h e  f acade  e igh ty -e igh t  f e e t  w i t h  e l even  bays.  The s t y l e  of 

' t h e  p a n e l i n g  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e s e  rooms i s  of t h e  1770 p e r i o d ,  
and t h e  E n g l i s h  marble mant le  w i t h  carved s h e l l  and f o l i a g e ,  
and Sienna Marble p a n e l s  i s  very s i m i l a r  t o  one i n  C a r t e r ' s  
Grove o rde red  i n  1771. It i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  p a r t  of t h i s  c i r c a  
1770  eniargement  i nc luded  t h e  twelve f o o t  wide s t a i r  h a l l  
added a c r o s s  t h e  e n t i r e  r i v e r  f r o n t .  A f u r t h e r  enlargement i s  
known through an  1801 p o l i c y  of t h e  Mutual Assurance Company 
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showing t h a t  t h e  house was made U-shaped b y  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of two 
33'  X 25 '  wings on t h e  r i v e r  f r o n t .  These wings probably I 

I formed p a r t  of t h e  c i r c a  1 7 7 0  enlargement ,  bu t  may have come I 
/ l a t e r .  The same p o l i c y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  house by then  was i / c o v e r e d  by a "Dutch Roof," probably meaning a  gambrel r o o f .  
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T!lc house underwent a major remodeling around 1850, probably 
after its sale to Captain John Bailey in 1849. The "Dutch Roof" 
was rc:fioved and the main body of the house raised to two full 

with 3 gable roof. The second story was faced with 
>,*? a .: ilerboards. ,It may have been at this time that the two wings 
on ckc north side were removed as they were not incorporated in 
the remodeling scheme. All the brick walls on the main portion 
were stuccoed and scored (perhaps to hide the scars of the lost 
wings) and all the eighteenth century exterlor trim was replaced 
with simple Greek Revival trim. The portico appears to have been 
replaced also since the present porch is mid-nineteenth century 
iE style. About the only exterior feature left to show the 
building's early origin was the beveled water table. 
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3n zh?  interior, thk long hall across the north side of the 
ilous? w;s r.etri!n:ned ~i~itli Greek Revival wood:dork, and the two 
<; ,. -' d r s  there appear to be entirely of mld-nineteenth century origi 
I-,; -,.e pacelini in the snall room on the east side of thc: entrance 
hall was retained as yas Lhe paneling in the circa 1770 rooms. 
Some ori;;inal v1ood~+6r!c :!cs left on the second floor, but the 
exact quantity is cot knsan. 

i rn. 
1 e :;ndcl--.' . ,~ r : ' c  -. yet ilnoziler rnajor remodelingln tnc early 

p542ts Ll:~eF i.. .,,;as acqsired by t!-,e late husband of the present 

I awner. in this re~:iocielin~, the panelin:; in ;he east roon of the 
arlginzl core ';!as disnan~eled and icstelled in the room on the 
',.;es t aide ,- . of the entrarce hall. The sast wall of the original 

i aore was zhen denolished to make a large new dining roon. Half 
chs area of t!le circa 1770 east rooc was incorporated into the 
.lew dining room and the rest of the space was made into a 
brzai<fast room. The fine paneling of the circa 177C east room 
was discarded, although the Greek Revival plaster rosette was 
saved and moved to the new dining room. Fortunately, the 
paneling in the corresponding room on the opposite end of the 
ouse was spared. Notable featsres of tais unusually handsome 
fully paneled room include the imported narble mantel already b pentioned, the eight-panel doors, and the full length fluted Ionic 

(,vvmbor all onrrioe) 

7. 
ilssura~ce Company, thc house by that date had been connected to 
each dependency by a "covered way part brick & part wooci." These 
ways were over eighty-six feet in length and nine feet deep. 
Also a "Waodeii Plaza 10 by 20 i'ect" had been added to the center 
0 I I i t .  An 1815 revaluation policy shows that the 
covc?lbcd ways liad been rcplaccd by a brick wall, and the the 
Itpi;i::;l" 51' pol~tico hau a stone floor. All three policies mention 
nu;:icrous wooden outbuildings of which only a smokehouse remains. 
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,ilasters flanking the mantel. The sccond floor was altered by 
the removal of the interior fireolaces to provide space for 
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1 t i i e  :;i?colid l ' l o s r ,  'but t h e s e  i s  i i t t l c  o t h e r  e a r l y  woodwork. 
1 ri(ja! 2 .  < u L o ~ ~ s  i:-. +., ,;ic - li;Ll0':; r.c:nocielln;; i n c l u d e  s m a l l ,  o n e - s t o r y  
! service w i : i s s  a t  e i t h c r  end  of  t h e  house  and  a o n e - s t o r y  s u n  1 p o r c h  i n  t i l e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  n o r t h  f r o n t .  The wash h o u s e  and  
, : i i c c h e n  h a v e  uncle~go:?e s e v e r a l  r e n o v a t i o n s ,  a n d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  
j.b17icl< w a l l s ,  l i t t l e  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  r e m a i n s  i n  e i t h e r  b u i l d i n g .  

b u i l d i n c s  a r e  l a i d  i n  F l e n i s h  bond above  t h e  w a t e r  t a b l e  and  
wide  s e g m e n t a l  a r c h e d  windows with gauged  b r i c k  l i n t e l s .  

g l a z i n g  i n  t h e  b r i c k w o r k  i s  h i d d e n  by numerous c o a t s  o f  p a i n t  
k i t c h e n  h a s  a s y n m e t r i c a l  f i v e - b a y  f a c a d e ,  however  t h e  wash 

i h o u s e  h a s  a n  a s y m m e t r i c a l  s i x - b a y  f a c a d e .  The k i t c h e n  r e t a i n s  i t  
i s r i g l n a l  f i r e p l a c e  w i t h  i t s  e i g n t - f o o t  w ide  o p e n i n g .  The s t o r a g e  
! n o u s e  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  k i t c h e n  i s  a l s o  laid, i n  F l e n i s i ;  bond,  1 b u t  t h e  f r o n t  w a l l  h a s  b e e n  removed t o  make a  g a r a g e  o p e c i n g .  A 
; b ~ l c k  on t h e  e a s t  w a l l  i s  i n s c r i b e d  "3W" . O t h e r  e a r l y  o u t -  

l b u i l a i r , ; s  i n c l u d e  a n i n e t e e n t h  c e r ~ t u r y  f r a m e  smokehouse atia a 
I K i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  b a k e  o v e n ,  b o t h  n e a r  t h e  wash h o u s e .  
j I n m e d i a t e l y  i n  f r o n t  o r  t h e  main house  a r e  two i n t e r e s t i n g  
I "agrr~ents o f  C o r i n t h i a n  p i l a s t e r  c a p i t a l s  i n  what  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  
1 P o T t l a n d  s t o n e .  The o r i g i n  o f  t h e s e  f r a g n e n t s  i s  unknown, b u t  
j t h e y  may o n c e  h a v e  l o r z e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  f r o n t  p o r t i c o .  
I 
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Rosegill was an elaborate seat during Ralph IZ?s tenure. 
It was described in 1686 by Pi. Durand, a French Huguenot 
immigrant, as consisting of ". . . at least SO houses 
scattered along a charming plateau above the River. The best 
of these he .Ralph Worrneley 111 lends to the Governor." The 
governor to whom Durand referred was Lord Howard of Effingham, 
who spent his summers at Rosegil to avoid the inhospitable 
climate of Jamestown. That Rosegill should have.been chosen 
by Effingham over all other places available to him is 
indicative of the plantations' importance. 
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Ralph Wormeley I1 left Rosegill to his son Ralph I11 
(circa 1680-circa 1715). Raiph 111 served as sheriff of 
1 ~ p i ~ s e x  County from 1704 to 1705, but died before he had the ; 
opportunity to hold any other public offices. His brother, I 

John Worneley (1689-1726) fell heir to Rosegill, and lived I 
there quietly until his death. John's son, Raiph Worneley IV I 

/ (1715-1790) was the next owner of the estate and it probably I 

was he who erectea t h c  -:-esent complex of brick buildings. ! 
architectural i:.vc;tigation of these structures by Mr i 

Suchzm,?ir_d t h ~  ~ ~ ~ I r S i l l i m ~ r ~ ~  i~ &has-&&-\ 

;x! Archi tec tura  a Londrcopo KI Sculpture 
Y -1 A f t  Arch i tucture  U S o c l o l / H u m o n  

Cornmcrco L i t c r o t u r e  it.ii0" 
Con,muoicotionn M i l i f o r y  ;: T h c a t c r  
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I T A T C M E N T  O F  5 1 G N I F I C & N C C  I 
Rosegill ranks amonz the oldest and most historic estates ; I 

in America. It was established in 1649, when Ralph Wormeiey 1 
patented 3200 acres "on South side of Rappahanncok River, 10 1 

I 
; 

1 rnilcs up tile river from Bay, bounded on the northwest by 
I 1 

Rosegill Creek." Ralph Wormcley and his brother, Christopher i 
(a former governor of the Tortuga), were the first of their I i 

- i distinguished family to settle in Virginia, and both served on I 
I- the Governor's Council. Following Wormeley's death his widow, I , [ 

the former Agatha Eltonhead of Eltonhead, married Sir Henry I ! 
U Cnicheley, Deputy Governor of the Colony, who made Rosegill his: I ! 
=) I home. The estate was inherited, however, by Wormeley's son, 1 I 

! 

Xalph Worneley I1 (1650-i700), probably the most distinguished I CS 

I- member of the family. Ralph I1 matriculated at Oriel College, / 1 
Oxford in 1665, an6 returned to Virginia following the Ln i i z completion of his education. During his career of public 

- service he acquired tne reputation of being "the nost powerful 
: iimn in Virginia"; serving as a burgess, a member of the 
' Secretary of State, trustee of the College of William and Mary, W j and Prcsldent of the Council. 
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t3 the bz;iel th;:t thcsc buildings belong to the 1730-1750 period 
and inco~porate no seventeenth century fabric. 
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Ralph Wurmclcy IV, served as a burgess, and, like his son, 
Ralph V (1771:-1506), was not sympathetic with the Rcvolution. 
iiut!i l'ul;ii~?r :ullt i  sol7 ntte~nptcd to rc:ma"Lri passivi. during the 
si;:2ic!:,:;'.e, bul; I;nlpI: V, :lccuseti of loyalist sympcrthies, was 
i;:lni:;lli?d to Frederick County for thc duratlon of the War. Upon 
11:~ rclcase, lie returned to Roscgill only to discover that the 
house ironically had been gillagcd by a Tory privateer. Ralph V 
later accepted the break from England, and continued his fa~;iily's 
tradition of leadership in Virginia affairs by serving in the 
Eouse of Delegates and being a member of the Virginia Convention 
of 1788. 

Following Ralph Worneley V f s  death Rosegill passed through 
various ownerships. From 1848 to 1855 it was in the possession 
of Captain Johnaaileywnose extensive alterations gave tne nouse 
its present nineteenth century aspect. From 1901 to 192b it was 

E N T H Y  N U M O C R  
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Although the present complex of buildings is a significant 
relic of colonial plantation architecture, the extensive nature 
of the original complex, coupled with its associations with some 
of the colonies1 most prestigious individuals, makes Rosegill 
potentially one o f  the state's richest archaeological sites. 

D A T E  

owned 5y 5. Henry CochTan, a United States Senator from Pennsylva 
Rosegill war acquired by the late husband of the present owner in lia' I 

i 

I 
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