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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL IIF KNOWN) PHYSICALAPPEARA E

Wilton, b u i l t  i n  1763 bv William Churchill,  i s  a storv-and-a-ha?$. T-shaped brick house 
f ive bays long on the f ron t ,  with a four-bay e l l  of equal length on the rear .  Bui l t  of 
brick l a i d  i n  Flemish bond above the  beveled water t ab l e  and i n  English bond below it, the 
corners, window jambs, chimney corners, and gauged jack arches of the  house a r e  constructed 
of rubbed brick.  Nine-over-nine sash, recently replaced, l i g h t  t he  f i r s t - f l oo r  windows, 
and 6/6 sash are  used i n  t h e  gabled dormers. The f ron t  portion of the  house is covered 
with a gambrel roof and the rear  with a hip-on-hip roof. Box cornices embellish the eaves. 
In t e r io r  end chimneys crown the main block, while a s ing le  square i n t e r i o r  chimney of 
massive proportions serves the  e l l .  

The plan of Wilton cons is t s  of two equal-sized rooms with a narrow central  passage i n  
t he  f ron t  block. This passage leads t o  a broad s t a i r  passage a t  t he  south end of the  e l l ,  1with two equal-sized rooms behind it. 

The most elaborate room i s  the  west room of the main block. The f u l l y  paneled walls 

a r e  t rea ted  with a s ing le  ra ised panel above and one below the synnnetrical chair  r a i l .  A 

den t i l  cornice i s  car r ied  around the  room and is  broken out over the  chimney brejst,which 

consis ts  of f lu ted  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  on high bases flanking a nine-panel overmantel 

and a l a t e r  board shelf  pa r t l y  obscuring the or ig ina l  panels. The surround is  plas tered 

and whitewashed but  otherwise undecorated, and the segmental-headed firebox has had i ts  

opening reduced and a f l a t  l i n t e l  i n s t a l l ed .  A s ingle  large panel over each of the 

flanking c lose t s  v i sua l ly  s e t s  o f f  t he  more subtle overmantel arrangement. The passage 

is decorated with a molded wood cornice; an ear ly  19th-century, double-beaded nailboard; 

and a symmetrical cha i r  r a i l  l i k e  t h a t  i n  the west par lor .  


In  the  e a s t  room, a symmetrical chair  r a i l  is employed once again. In  addit ion,  the  

windows are  t rea ted  with raised-panel shu t te rs  and bib panels, a ra ised panel over the  

head, and i n t e r i o r  shu t te rs .  The molded wood cornice which enc i rc les  t h e  room i s  broken 

around the heads of the  windows. The mantel consis ts  of an lmsupported shelf  above an 

architrave surround with a cen t ra l  f lu ted  keystone. Here again a s t r a i g h t  l i n t e l  has been 

used t o  f i l l  i n  the  or ig ina l  segmental head. 


A round arch leads from the front. passage t o  the  s t a i r  passage. The open-string 
s t a i r  has a square newe'with a mlded  cap, a molded milnut ban i s t e r ,  th ree  urn-and-column 

balusters  t o  a t read ,  sawn brackets,  and a raised-panel spandrel. Like some other con-

temporary houses of s imilar  elaboration,  the  s t a i r  has three winders ra ther  than a landing 

a t  the f i r s t  turn.  The so f f i t so f  the  landing and of the  upper f l i g h t  a r e  a lso decorated 

with ra ised panels. A s y m e t r i c a l  chair  r a i l  completes the  embellishment of t h i s  room. 


The south room of the  e l l  has raised-panel window treatment l i k e  t h e  eas t  f ron t  room, 

but most of the  other decoration was in s t a l l ed  i n  the 20th century. I t  is  unlikely t h a t  

t h i s  room ever had much decoration o r  t h a t  the  plain  kitchen behind it ever had any. On 

the  second f loor  are  s eve ra  .very elaborate Federal mantels i n s t a l l ed  i n  the 20th century. 


Although Wilton is  thought t o  have undergone considerable evolution,  it is  evident 
from the brickwork t h a t  it was a l l  b u i l t  a t  once. Several changes are  evident i n  the 

fabr ic .  In  the  gables of the  gambrel-roofed section are  the  ou t l ines  of a gable roof,  yet  

there  is no evidence of e a r l i e r  roof framing i n  the  a t t i c .  The e a s t  passage par t i t ion  was 

moved 34 fee t  west, but  there  i s  no s t ruc tu ra l  evidence of an e a r l i e r  s t a i r  in the f loor  

boards o r  i n  the second-floor framing. It seems l i ke ly ,  therefore ,  t h a t  F!illian Churchill 

took over construction of the house a f t e r  the death of h i s  fa ther  and changed the plans of 

the house, narrowing the passage and placing the s t a i r s  i n  the  e l l ,  which he probably made 

(See Continuation Sheet 81) 
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J N V E N T I O N  

SPECIFIC DATES 1763 BUILDERIARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Wilton, a story-and-a-half b r i c k  b u i l d i n g ,  was e rec ted  i n  1763 by W i l l i a m  Churchi l l ,  

qhose i n i t i a l s  wi th  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  d a t e  a r e  insc r ibed  on t h e  r e a r  wal l .  Dist inguished f o r  

its unusual size,  wel l -craf ted  brickwork, and e l abora te  i n t e r i o r  decora t ion ,  Wilton s t ands  
ss  one of t h e  f i n e s t  and l e a s t - a l t e r e d  o f  t h e  late-Colonial  p l a n t a t i o n  houses o f  Tidewater 
Yirginia. The Church i l l s  were prominent i n  Niddlesex County p o l i t i c s  and were ances to r s  
>f Winston Church i l l .  

The f i r s t  William Churchi l l  (c. 1650-1711) emigrated from England i n  1674 and purchased 
land inc luding t h e  p resen t  Wilton t r a c t  from Richard P e r r o t t ' s  e s t a t e  i n  1688. This proper ty  

spanned the  P.Ziddle Peninsula from t h e  mppahannock t o  t h e  Piankatank, w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
X u r c h i l l  r e s idence  be ing  b u i l t  on t h e  Rappahannock River s ide .  C h u r c h i l l ' s  proper ty  
iescended t o  h i s  son -stead (1705-17631, a county J u s t i c e  of t h e  Peace, a vestryman of 
:h r i s t  Church P a r i s h ,  and a Colonel i n  t h e  Vi rg in ia  M i l i t i a .  

Short ly b e f o r e  Armistead's dea th ,  according t o  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n t a t i o n  house, 
3ushy Park,burned, and t h e  fami ly ' s  residence.^^ moved t o  the  Piankatank River s i d e  of t h e  
?roperty.  Wilton was e r e c t e d  by Armistead's son,  William Churchil l ,  who s igned and dated 
the house, i n  t h e  year  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  dea th .  The b u i l d e r ,  l i k e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  was a l o c a l  
ju s t i ce ,  m i l i t i a  co lonel  and vestryman, and i n  add i t ion  served i n  t h e  po-derful p o s i t i o n  o f  
J le rk  o f  t h e  County Court from 1772 u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1799. 

The t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  Wilton was b u i l t  i n  s e v e r a l  s t ages  and f i n i s h e d  i n  1763 i s  disproven 
>y t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  evidence. The brickwork a t  Wilton i s  of a  p i e c e ;  t h e r e  a r e  no breaks 
mywhere i n  t h e  e x t e r i o r  wal ls .  One i n t e r i o r  p a r t i t i o n  was noved, and t h e  o u t l i n e s  of a 
gable roof show on t h e  gambrel-shaped ends of t h e  f r o n t  b lock . In terna1 i n v e s t i g a t i o n  shows, 
noreover, no evidence of s t a i r s  i n  t h e  f r o n t  passage and no evidence o f  e a r l i e r  roof framing 
in t h e  a t t i c .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  l i k e l y  t h a t  William C'nur-chill a l t e r e d  h i s  p l ans  during the  
zonstruct ion o f  Wilton, making t h e  e l l  l a r g e r  than  planned and i n s e r t i n g  t h e  s t a i r s  i n  it. 
Phere was then no need f o r  a wide s t a i r  passage i n  t h e  f r o n t ,  and t h e  e a s t  passage wa l l  was 
noved t o  c r e a t e  two equal-sized f r o n t  rooms. A t  t h e  same time t h e  gable  was a l t e r e d  t o  the  
m r e  commsdious and newly fashionable  gambrel shape. 

Upon William C h u r c h i l l ' s  dea th ,  Wilton was i n h e r i t e d  by h i s  so:! Thomas. 
3uring t h e  son ' s  b r i e f  t enure ,  t h e  house was insured by t h e  Plutual Assurance Socie ty ,  whose 
3ocuments confirm Wilton 's  ex i s t ence  a t  t h a t  t ime i n  i t s  present  conf igura t ion .  

Wilton passed  ou t  o f  family hands i n  1829, when t h e  b u i l d e r ' s  granddaughter El izabeth  
i d m n i a  C'nurchill  Berkeley s o l d  t h e  650-acre p l a n t a t i o n  t o  James Jones f o r  $3250. Af te r  a 
succession of o t h e r  s a l e s ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  owner's f a t h e r  acquired wi l ton  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  
:entu?y. It is  p r e s e n t l y  undergoing some renovation.  
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7. DESCRIPTION 

longer than  was o r i g i n a l l y  in tended,  and changing t h e  gable roof t o  t h e  more u s e f u l ,  1 
newly fa sh ionab le  gambrel shape. He then  signed t h e  house on a recessed  b r i c k  near  
the t o p  o f  t h e  north w a l l  of t h e  e l l :  "E--/WC 1763." 

E a s t  o f  t h e  house i s  an e a r l y  pyramidal-roofed frame smokehouse i n  d i l a p i d a t e d  
condi t ion ,  and a mid-19th-century, board-and-batten k i t chen  s t ands  due n o r t h  of t h e  
smokehouse. West of t h e  house is a weatherboarded l o g  bui ld ing  r e c e n t l y  moved t o  t h e  
south. I 

I 
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION I 

The r e g i s t e r  bounds have been drawn t o  include t h e  open a r e a  immediately surrounding 
the  hcuse,  inc luding t h e  o l d  road bed and a cemetery seve ra l  hundred fee t sou thwes t  of 
the  dwell ing.  






