


CONDITION 

Lansdowne i s  a  two-story T-shaped early-Georgian mansion with gable  
roo f s  and i n t e r i o r  end chimneys. The o r i g i n a l  o r  f r o n t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  bu i ld in :  
i s  approximately 52 f e e t  long and 25 f e e t  deep. The c e n t r a l l y  loca ted  r e a r  
wing, p ro jec t ing  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  i a  approximately 36 f e e t  long and 18 f e e t  wide.  
This wing was added wi th in  a  decade fol lowing t h e  completion o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
s e c t i o n  and matches t h e  o r i g i n a l  po r t ion  in  s t y l e  and d e t a i l .  The two-story 
frame wing a t tached t o  t h e  northwest c o m e r  of t h e  r e a r  wing was added around 
1880. A one-s tory  b r i c k  wing was added t o  t h e  west end of  t h e  f r o n t  s e c t i o n  
p r i o r  t o  1804, and a  matching wing was added t o  t h e  e a s t  end between 1805 and 
1811. Both o f  these  wings were removed sometime a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War. 

Lansdowne's w a l l s  a r e l a i d  i n  very  f i n e  Flemish bond w i t h  glazed 
headers .  Although marred i n  p l aces  by a l t e r a t i o n s ,  p a l n t  a n a r e p a i r s ,  t h e  
wa l l s  a r e  gene ra l ly  i n  a  good s t a t e  of p re se rva t ion .  Notable briclcwork d e t a i l ;  
inc lude  a  beveled m t e r  table, a . three-course rubbed-brick b e l t  course ,  rubbed- 
b r i c k  jambs and c o m e r s ,  and gauged-brick f l a t  a rches .  The gauged-brick arches  
of  t h e  sou th  e l e v a t i o n  openings were s tuccoed .<a t h e  l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h  century .  

The f ive-bay  wide south  e l eva t ion  is dominated by a  t a l l  pedimentel 
po r t i co  p r o j e c t i n g  from t h e  c e n t e r  bay. The portic.0 was added i n  t h e  l a t e -  
e igh teen th  century ,  but  i t s  two t i e r s  of  pos ts  were r ep laced  around 1900 by 
two p a i r s  of  f l u t e d  Corinthiart  columns. These columns were removed wi th in  t h e  
p a s t  t h r e e  yea r s  when t h e  o r i g i n a l  two-level conf igu ra t ion  o f  t h e  p o r t i c o  was 
r e s t o r e d .  The house 's  o r i g i n a l  semi-ciicular s tone  s t e p s  s u r v i v e  a t  t h e  base  
of t h e  p o r t i c o .  The p o r t i c o  roof as  well  a s  t h e  r e e f  of  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  house 
i s  covered wi th  standing-seam shee t  meta l .  The house was o r i g i n a l l y  covered 
wi th  rounded wooden s h i n g l e s ,  and a  s e c t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  roo f ing  strrvives 
i n  a  n e a r l y  p e r f e c t  s t a t e  of p re se rva t ion  i n  t h e  a t t i c  of t h e  r e a r  wing where 
i t  jo ins  t h e  f r o n t  po r t ion .  The o r i g i n a l  modi l l ion  co rn ice  su rv ives  on both 
t h e  f r o n t  s e c t i o n  and t h e  wing. 

Lansdowne's f r o n t , d o o r  i s ~ t o p p e d  by a  rec tangula?  transom!and opens 
i n t o  t h e  wide c e n t e r  h a l l .  The main s t a i r  was o r i g i n a l l y  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  h a l l ,  
bu t  i t  was removed when a  new s t a i r  was b u i l t  i n  t h e  r e a r  wing around 1800. 
To t h e  e a s t  of t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l  i s  a  p a r l o r  t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  was d iv ided  i n t o  
two rooms; each having a  co rne r  f i r e p l a c e .  The p a r l o r  was g iven  i t s  p resen t  
appearance i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  per iod  a s  i t s  ~ a n e l i n g  matches t h a t  i n  t h e  r e s t  
of the  house. To t h e  west of  t h e  h a l l  i s  a  spac ious ,  f u l l y  paneled drawing 
room ornamented wi th  t h i r t e e n  f u l l - h e i g h t  f l u t e d  Doric p i l a s t e r s .  The f i repl .ace 
f ac ing  i n  t h i s  room, l i k e  those  i n  a l l  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  rooms, i s  of imported 
marble.  Beyond t h e  no r th  end o f  t h e  h a l l  ( i n  t h e  south  end of t h e  wing) i s  
the  present  s t a i r  h a l l ,  and t o  t h e  no r th  of t h a t  is t h e  d in ing  room. The south  
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end of t h e  d in ing  room was p a r t i t i o n e d  o f f  i n  t h e  e igh teen th  c e n t u r y  t o  form 
a  serv ing  pant ry .  The d in ing  room and t h e  l a r g e  bedroom above i t  a r e  f u l l y  
paneled.  The p a i r s  of bedrooms on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  paneled second-f loor  
h a l l  i n  t h e  f r o n t  po r t ion  have only  paneled corner  chimney b r e a s t s .  

The house underwent a  cons iderable  remodeling around 1900. Most o f  
t h e  changes were conf ined  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  The on ly  major e x t e r i o r  change was 
t h e  a d d i t i o n  of  the  Cor in th ian  columns mentioned e a r l i e r .  I n s i d e ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
wide pine-board f l o o r i n ~ w i s ' c o v e r e d  with t h e  present  narrow.tongue-and-groov 
oak boards.  The p l a s t e r - c e i l i n g s  were removed and replaced  w i t h  tongue-and- 
groove boarding,  and molded c e i l i n g  beams were i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  d in ing  room 
snd e a s t  ~ a r l o r .  The chimney c l o s e t s  i n  t h e  west p a r l o r  o r  drawing room were 
enlarged i n t o  wide, paneled r ecesses .  A s i m i l a r  r e c e s s  wi th  in termedia te  
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7. 
s l ender  columns was i n s t a l l e d  i n  the  e a s t  pa r lo r .  The doorway a t  t h e  r e a r  end 
of t h e  cen te r  h a l l  was framed by a th i ck  en tab la tu re  supported on I o n i c  
columns. The heavy, square newel on t h e  s t a i r  da te s  from t h e  remodeling a s  do 
t h e  second-floor  ba ths  and c l o s e t s .  

Although Lansdowne o r i g i n a l l y  had cons iderable  acreage,  i ts  only  
land a t  present  i s  i t s  spacious yard.  The yard has l a r g e  t r e e s  and provides the. 
house with a handsome s e t t i n g .  A family graveyard, which con ta ins  t h e  grave 
of Arthur Lee, i s  loca ted  i n  the  r e a r  of t h e  yard.  
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Lansdowne was t h e  home from 1791 u n t i l  h i s  death i n  13920f 

I 

Arthur Lee, a major dipl.omatic f igure  from the  Southern Colonies during the  
War f o r  Indpendence. I n  1770, through the  influence of Samuel Adams, he was 
chosen as agent of Massachusetts i n  Loudon i n  case of the absence or  death 
of the regular agent, D r .  Benjamin Franklin. I n  the  period 1770-1775, Arthur. 
Lee and h i s  mercanti le brother,  William, were engaged i n  Br i t i sh  p o l i t i c s ,  
and f o r  a while Arthur hoped tha t  he might become a member of Parliament. 
In October 1776 he was appointed along with Benjamin Franklin and,Si las  
Deane of Connecticut as commissioners t o  negotiate a t r e a t y  with Pra'nce and 
s o l i c i t  aid.  He joined h i s  colleagues i n  Paris  a t  1:he end of December only 
t o  f ind  t h a t  he was not needed there.  He then went t o  Spain i n  February 1777 
and did succeed i n  obtaining some a id  from the Spanish. Government. He next 
journeyed t o  Berlin where he f a i l e d  i n  obtaining a id ,  Lee returned t o  Par is  
and on October 17, 1777, t r e a t i e s  of a l l i ance  and of amity and comerce wer; 
negotiated with France and signed by the  th ree  commissioners on February 6 ,  

. . . .  . . . .  1778. . . . .  : . . I  ' . :  . 
I n  September 1 7 8 0 ' ~ e e  returned t o  America, a n d i n  1761 he was 

e l e c t e d t o :  the  Virginia  House of ,Delegates. He waq a l s o  ,glected t o  the  
Continental Congress i n  1782, serving u n t i l  1785. We was one of the  
commissioners who negotiated the  Indian t r e a t i e s  of.forC;Stanwix,.and Fort 
McIntosh, and i n  July 1785 he was appointed by the  Congress t o  the  t reasury 
board. He held t h a t  o f f i c e  unti1,November 1789. He opposed the adoption . . of 
the Consti tution.  Lee moved t o  the  v i l l a g e  of Urbanna i n  1791. 

The house Lee chose t o  make h i s  home was erected circa 1740-1750, 
with the large r ea r  wing added a few years a f t e r  the cwp le t i on  of the  
f ron t  sect ion.  It survives as a major example of Vi rg in ia ' s  Georgian 
a rch i tec ture ,  exhibi t ing a l l  the  best  fea tures  of the  s ty l e .  The brickwork 
i s  notable and the  i n t e r i o r  paneling i s  a remarkable achievement of colonial  
craftsmanship and design. The several  l a t e r  a l t e r a t i ons  and additions have 
not detracted s ign i f i can t ly  from the house's o r ig ina l  character.  

The house was or ig ina l ly  owned by Ralph wor&ey I V  (1715-1790) 
of nearby Rosegil l ,  who used i t  as a secondary residence. w o d e y  sold it 
in  1763 t o  James Mil ls ,  a Scot t ish  merchant s e t t l e d  i n  Urbanna. M i l l s '  

wife was Elizabeth Beverley, daughter of William  everl ley of Blandfield, 
Essex County. Mills died i n  1782, leaving the house t o  h i s  brother-in-law 
Robert Beverley, who i n  1791 sold Lansdowne t o  ~ r t h u r  Lee. ..Born a t  the  
Lee family plantat ion,  S t ra t ford  Hall i n  Westmoreland County, Lee was the 
younger brother of Richard Henry Lee. Lee acquired Lansdowne upon h i s  
retirement from public l i f e ,  hoping t o  es tab l i sh  himself as a p lanter  ths re .  
He added nearly 1000 acres t o  the property and named i t  Lansdowne-on-the- 
Rappahannock i n  honor of h i s  f r i end ,  W i l l i a m  Fitzmaurice. Marquess of - 
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8. 
Lansdowne, a  suppor t e r  of t h e  American cause. Lee d i ed  b e f o r e  he had a  
chance t o  develop h i s  proper ty ,  leaving i t  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  Richard Henry 
Lee, who a t  h i s  dea th  i n  1794 l e f t  Lansdowne t o  h i s  son, F ranc i s  L igh t foo t  
Lee. 

F r a n c i s  Light foot  Lee r e t a ined  ownership o f  Lansdowne u n t i l  
1803 when i t  was s o l d  t o  D r .  Robert Beverley S p r a t t .  S p r a t t  w i l l e d  t h e  
proper ty  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  George Daniel S p r a t t ,  who took possess ion  i n  1806. 
Upon h i s  dea th  i n  1807 i t  descended, under t h e  terms of Robert Beverley 
S p r a t t ' s  w i l l ,  t o  Robert Beverley F i f e .  I n  1817 F i f e  conveyed the  proper ty  
to  James Doswell. I n  1829 -Paul  Doswell deeded i t  t o  Thomas R. S t r e e t .  
Lansdowne remained i n  t h e  S t r e e t  family u n t i l  t h e  1880s when i t  was purchased 
by Benjamin Upton. I n  1967 M r .  and Mrs. Gordon Robbi.ns purchased t h e  proper ty  
from t h e  e s t a t e  of  John Upton, t o  whom it passed i n  1935. The p resen t  
owners acquired t h e  house wi th  approximately an ac re  of  land from t h e  RobbinsEs 
i n  1968. 
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