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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wormeley Cottage on Virginia Street in Urbanna is a small, story-and-
a-half frame structure three bays long with three narrow, gabled dormers in
the front slope of the roof, The entrance is in the western (right) bay of the
facade through a doorway hung with double applied-mold, Greek Revival doors.
Early 19th-century 9/6 sash are used in several of the first-story windows,
with 4/4 sash in the dormers. The asymmetrical chimney on the east end is set
well back on the house to provide corner fireplaces in the main room and in the
rear lean-to room. It is built of brick laid in Flemish bond with English
bond below the water table and with tiled weatherings. The house is covered
with reproduction beaded weatherboards and is set over a half-excavated dirt
cellar on a low brick underpinning.

The plan of the Wormeley Cottage is a simple one. It is a side passage house
with two rooms to the east of the passage--a large one in the main block and
a narrow one in the lean-to. Both are heated by rebuilt segmental-arched corner.
fireplaces. The enclosed straightrun stair ascends from back to front against
the west wall of the passage, and there is a large closet under it.

Little original trim remains in the house, but it is unlikely that there
was ever much decoration. Some six-panel, railsed-panel doors survive through-
out the building; others have been replaced by four-panel, applied-mold Greek
Revival doors. There 1s a wide double-beaded chairboard on the north wall of
tlie lean-to room; another in the passage completes the decoration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wormeley Cottage on Virginia Street in Urbanna is one of the few 18th-century
buildings remaining in that once-bustling Rappahannock port town. Built on a lot
originally belonging to Ralph Wormeley the small cottage with its picturesque
asymmetrical chimney has a history of ownership {ntimately connected with that of
Lansdowne just across the street.

The trustees of the town of Urbanna originally conveyed lots 74 and 75 on the
edge of the incipient town to Ralph Wormeley in 1747. The deed stipulated, as was
the standard practice for new Virginia towns in the colonial period, that the lots
be built upon within twelve months. Since Wormeley did not forfeit his title it is
clear that he did comply with the requirement, but it is not possible to tell whether
the present cottage is that original structure. A thoroughly vernacular building,
all of its surviving features are traditional ones characteristic of Virginia
buildings erected throughout the 18th and early 19th centuries., The only. datable
features are the surviving sash, which have muntins of an early 19th-century pro-
file, and several Greek Revival doors. It is likely, however, that the styucture
was erected sometime in the second half of the 18th century. -

In 1770,Wormeley sold to James Mills eight half-acre lots, including the ones
on which the Wormeley Cottage stands, along with 300 acres of land adjoining the
village and comprising the present Lansdowne property. Robert Beverley, Millg'
heir, sold the property to Arthur Lee of Fairfax County in 1791. It was Lee who
lived in the present house at Lansdowne,a few blocks to the east, In 1803 the
Lansdowne holdings were sold to Robert Beverley Spratt who died two years later
leaving them to his brother George D. Spratt, At Spratt's death in 1807 the
cottage and associated property were left to his nephew, Robert B. Fife, then
studying at Edinburgh, Scotland, who sold it to JamesDoswell and Thomas Price
in 1817. By 1849 lots 74 and 75 (it is not certain which one the cottage stands
on) were in the possession of Augustus Owen and the Frances Stamper estate,
respectively, with Lansdowne the property of Thomas Street.

The present owner of the Wormeley Cottage is Robert L. Montague III who is
responsible for its recent renovation. The house is oné of the first historlc
structures in the state to be equipped with a solar heating unit.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION —

The Wormeley Cottage is bounded on the N by Virginia Street (State Route 602) and is
situated between town routes 1010 on the W and 1009 on the E, S of the intersection
of Town Route 1001 w1th State’ Route 602
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USGS 7.5' quadrangle
Urbanna, Va,

WORMELEY COTTAGE, MIDDLESEX COUNTY, VIRGCINIA
UTM Reference: . ‘
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