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This form is for use iN neminating OF requesting detarminations of efigibility lor Individual praperties or districts. See instructions in Guidslines
for Complating National Regis'sr Forms{Nationa? Register Bulletin 16}, Complete each item &y marking "'x" in the appripriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the proparty being documanled, enter *N/A™ for “‘not applicable.” For funclions, styles, materials,
and araas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation shaets
{Form 10-9001). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property -
historic name Gxavseon, John, Eouse
other names/site nunber 60-118

2. L ocation

street & number L/2 mi, NE_of VA Rt, 613 bridge over Little River N/A | [not '°" publication
city, townG aysont own [ X vicinity

state yYiroinia code wa sounty Montonmery codo 171 rip code 74141

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category af Properly Number of Resources withirt Property
[] private ¥ buitdingis} Contributing Noncontributing -
[ Jpublic-local [ldistrict = 0 buildings
[ public-State [ site 0 0 sites
[ ] pubtic-Federal [ structure 0 0 structures
[l object 0 O  objects
2 0 Total
Name of related multiple properly listing: Prehistoric and Number of contributing resourcesgreviously
Historie Resonrces nf Mont gomery County listed in the National Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designaled authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby ~edifyhat this
L4 nomination || request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In ny opinion, the propeny L meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. __| See continuation sheet.

Signature of certilying official Date
Virginia Department of Historic Resnnrres
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the properly ameets anes not meet the National Ragister criteria. |:|See continuation sheet.

Signature of commanting or other officzal Date

State @ Federal agency and bureau

5 National Park Service Certification
l. hereby. carify that this property is:

Dontered in the National Register.
DSee continuation sheet.

[ determined aligible for the National
Register. D See continuahon sheet.
determined n¢t digible for the
National Register,

[ Jremoved from the National Register.
other, {expiain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Atlion



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DCMESTIC: single dwelling

DOMESTIC: secondary structure

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC: single dwelling -

DOMESTIC: secondary structure

7. Description

Architectural Classification
{enter categories from instructions)

OTHER: single-pile center-passage plan

Materials (enter categories from instructions)
 J

foundation _BRICK

walls - WOOD: weatherboard
root METAL: tin
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The John Grayson House is situated in a fertile bend of the Little River north of
Graysontown. The house and outhuilding are completely enclosed by a board fence
forming a square domestic space. The single~-pile, center-passage-plan dwelling has a
two=story integral ell, The standing-seam metal rooi is hipped where the ell and
main house meet. The house stands on a 5lightly raised full basement with brick
walls. The basement is 1lit by double-hung windows. Six-over-six double-hung windows
flank a side-lit and transomed central entry on both floors of the three-bay front.
The doors are sheltered by a two-story pedimented porch containing a circular louvered
vent in the gable. The porch is supported con small square posts, The second level
features a turned balustrade, Each end of the main house and the ell have two-story
brick exterior chimneys. A one-story L-shaped porch is found in the angle of the ell.
It contains a basement level porch with brick pavers giving access into each of

the basement rooms, A double-flight open-stringer stair rises in the center passage.
The east basement room is equipped with a pin rail and pegs.

To the northeast of the ell stands a tall frame smokehouse with a stone faundation, -
a pyramidal standing-seam metal roof, and aluminum siding. The house and grounds
have undergone very little alteration since the house was constructed.

DSee continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Cemfymg official has considered the significance of this propertly in relation to other properties:

- [Inationally [ ]statewide E locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [ JA [ ]8 [x]c [ 1D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 18 [ Jc [Inp [Je [ [Hla

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCHITECTURE ca. 1850 , - N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A unknown

Slate significance of property, and justity criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The house at John Grayson's farm is significant under criterion C as an extremely .
well-preserved example of the regionally popular center-passage dwelling form, It

was during the mid-nineteenth century that frame dwellings began to appear in greater
numbers., Nineteen center-passage frame houses of two stories were built in the ante-
bellum peried in Montgomery County. Eight others were built of brick and one of log,
The house is a good example of a successful entrepreneur and farmer's home of the
periocd. Grayson Mills, later Grayscntown, was established in 1847 by Wililiam Gray-
son and his sons John and Crockett across the Little River from the village of Snow=
ville and a short distance downstream. In 1847, John Grayson "Having the sum of $4,000
or 55,000 in ready money . . . determined . . . to erect a valuable manufacturing
mill, upon the homeplace, with the consent of his father and with the understanding

+ » « that the homeplace was to be conveyed to him," (Chancery case #210}, William
Grayson's homeplace stands in Graysontown at site 60-114, John Grayson probably

built his house after the 1847 date of the chancery case mentiocned above,

Bentley Hite, owner of the property, remembers it as John Grayson's house. The east
basement rcom was used as a meeting room in his parent's time, The frame smokehouse
or meat house is an unusual feature in an area where most secondary structures were
built of log during this period, The house's pristine condition makes it particularly
significant., It best represents the simple frame vernacular hauses of the period in
Montgomery County, houses that eschewed elaborate pattern-bock cornament for a solid
expression of the owner's status and values,

[CJsee continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Hite, Bentley, Interview, January 1986,

Weeks, Raymond, Interview, January 1986,

Montgomery County Chancery Court Case #210 :

[:]Sea continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested X} State historic preservation office

Dpreviously listed in the National Register [l other State agency

[ Jpreviousty determined eligible by the National Register [[]rederal agency

[:Idesignated a National Historic Landmark DLoca! government

[:]recorded by Historic American Buildings I:] University -
Survey # DOther

[:Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specily repository:
Pecord # Virginia Deparfment. of Historic Resources

: 221 Governgr Street
10. Geographical Data Richmond, Virginia 23219

ACI’BEQE of property Less than one acre,

L)

UTM References

AL7| B132 (320! l4alowloznl Y O D BT B AT A

Zone  Easting Northing . Zone  Easting Northing
cly bl vy bl vy by (o I I N S I O SR I R

D See continuation sheel

T

Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at point A 50:.feet NW and 80 feet SW of the W corner of the hcouse, east 215
feet to point B, thence south 142.5 feet to point C, thence west 215 feet to point
D, thence north 142.5 feet to point of origin.

[[] see continuation sheet

Boundary Justitication

The boundaries were chosen to include the house, outbuilding, and domestic-related
space.

[ ]see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte _Gibhson Worsham
organization _Gibson Worsham, Architect date _June 1988

streel & number _Route 2, Yello Sulphiur Springs telephone (703} 552-47130
city or town _Christiansburg state Virginia zip code 24073
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