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1. Name of Property - 
historkc name ;.all, Addin, House 
other nameslsits number 60-233 

2. Location 
street & number X e s t  side of WA Route 657 1 / 2  mi. s a t h  nf VA u A R ~  for publication 

ctty, town Price's Pork vicinity 

state Virginia code VA county Montqomexv code 121 sip code 24060 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property ICatego~ of Property Number of Resources within Property 

E private bJlding(s) Conlributing Noncontributing 
public-local district 2 2 buildings 

1 public-State • site 0 0 sites 
public-federal structure 0 0 strudures 

object 0 0 objects 
2 2 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: Prehistoric and -=toric Number of contributing resources previously 
Resources of Montgomery Cmnty listed in the National Register 0 

4. Statelfederal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, F hereby certify that this 
nomination [3 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set fonh in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property meets does nor meet the National Register criteria. O s e e  comrnuation shest. 

Signature of certltyino afflclal Date 
V i r g i n i a  Department: of Historic Resomr.~s 

State w Federal auencv and bureau 

] In my opinion, the property meets 1 does not meet the National Register criteria. sea continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other off~clal Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, cerlify that this property IS. 

entered In the National Register. 
u s e s  continuation shmt. 

nde te r rn ined  eligible for the National 
Reg~ster. See continuatron sheet. 
determined not eligible lor the 
National Register. 

removed from the National Register. 
t] other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Actlon 



DCMESTIC: s ing le  dwelling DCMESTIC: s ing le  dwellins 
DCMESTICt secondary s t ruc ture  DOMESTIC: secondary s t ruc ture  

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter cateaories from instructionsl " 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation STONE: limestone 
CrPHW8 hall-uarlor elan walls WOOD: weatherboard 

roof METU: t i n  

- - - 

Descr~be present and h~storic~h~sical appearance. 
The Adam Wall House is  a tw~.story,five-bay,log center-passage house. The present plan 
was apparently created by t h e  inser t ion  of a partition i n t o  an unusually large hall- 
parlor log house. The house incorporates a two-story frame e l l  which was or ig ina l ly  
separated by a one-story breezeway from the  man house. It is s i tua ted  among a group 
of twentieth-century f a r m  buildings i n  the  gently rollzng agr icu l tura l  land west of 
Blacksburg. The house has a coursed-rubble foundation, a f i v e b a y  facade incorporating 
six-over-nine sash double-hung windows i n  the  outer bays, low doorway; with glazed 
doors i n  the  cent ra l  bays flanking an entry door with a transom, s idel ights ,  and mid- 
nineteenth-century detai l ing.  The second-floor fenestration, however, is characterized 
by three i r r egu la r ly  spaced six-over-six sash doublehung windows. 

The house is sheathed with beaded weatherboard and features  a box cornice with bed 
mold as well as a beaded rake board. Two-story brick chimneys rise at each end of t h e  
house. A o n e s t o r y  porch supported by chamfered square posts with molded caps and 
added brick bases spans t h e  en t i r e  pr incipal  (north)  facade. The front  of the  hmse 
below the  porch is  sheathed with beaded ve r t i ca l  f lush  board. A two-story gabled e l l  
projects t o  t h e  south and, u n t i l  recently, had a p a r t i a l l y  standing one-story stone 
chimney with a brickextension making it two s t o r i e s  i n  height. The e l l ,  which has 
a lower eave than the  house, is b u i l t  of frame; evidence i n  t h e  weatherboard and on t h e  
in t e r io r  during recent remodeLing e f f o r t s  indicates  t h a t  t h e  or ig ina l  e l l  took t h e  
form of a o n e s t o r y  frame semi-detached kitchen with a la rge  s tone fireplace.  The 
heavy braced frame s t ruc ture  was a l te red  i n  t h e  l a t e  nineteenth century when a second 
s tory  was added and t h e  or ig ina l  breezeway incorporated i n t o  two f i r s t - f loor   roan.^. 
Surviving evidence ind ica tes  t h a t  the  building w a s  constructed with exposed corner posts 
cased with a beaded board that projected i n t o  the  in t e r io r .  The walls and ce i l ings  a r e  
sheathed with beaded tongue-and-groove boards. The ce i l ing  j o i s t s  do not appear t o  
have been exposed and have a hewn f inish.  The south end w a l l  bears evidence of U p  

and down-braces mortised i n t o  t h e  eight-by-eight hewn corner pasts .  The top  p la tes  of 
t h e  or iginal  s t ruc ture  were located several  f e e t  above t h e  f loo r  of the  or iginal  e l l .  

On t h e  in t e r io r  of t h e  log section, a log pa r t i t i on  divides a la rge  west room f r m  a 
smaller eas t  room. A mid- t o  l a t e  nineteenth-century board-and-batten pa r t i t i on  inserted 
i n  the  large room created a central  passage. The eas t  room contains a c'ederal period 
mantel with a cent ra l  t a b l e t  and end blocks. The t a b l e t  is ornamented with an e l l i p t i c a l  
sunburst, t h e  end blocks have reeded panels, and a deep molded shelf  i s  located above. 
A similar mantel with molded shelf ,  but without t h e  cent ra l  t a b l e t  o r  the  reeding, 
survives i n  the  second-floor room above. The f i r s t  f loor  is plastered and features a 
horizontal f lush  wainscot with malded chair  rail above. The mantel and chair  r a i l  i n  
the  west room have been removed. The second f loo r  contains an i n t a c t  eas t  roam with 
- 

m S e e  continuation sheet 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

nationally statewide B loca l ly  

Applicable National Register Criteria A 8 m~ D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A B c D E F OG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
ARCHITXTIJRE ca. 1850 N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person ArchitectIBuilder 
N/A Unknown 

state significanceof property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
The Adam Piall House is s igni f icant  under c r i te r ion  C a s  an unusual example of t h e  
regionally popular hall-parlor form which, although altered,  incorporates a very large 
f loor  plan and many well-preserved ear ly  features.  The house is similar i n  age and 
s i z e  t o  t h e  Joseph McDonald House (60-235, a l so  par t  of this submission). The wall 
House measures bhirty-nine by twenty-three f e e t ,  I t  is one of few known dwellings 
surviving from before 1840 . F r m a  t o t a l  of fo r ty  log examples of this form recorded 
i n  t h e  county i n  1986, only t en  were dated from 1825-1860. Of those this is one of 
t h e  e a r l i e s t  and cer ta in ly  t h e  largest .  The five-bay facade is unique i n  t h e  cmntv 
and among known s t ruc tures  i n  the  region; the  other log hall-parlor houses..all 
have three-bay facades. The al terat ions of the house t o  form a center-passage dwelling 
i n  the  l a t e  nineteenth century are ins t ruc t ive  of the  way i n  which a family a l te red  
t h e i r  home t o  meet changing needs and expectations. Together with i ts  log outbuilding, 
t h e  house and domestic space surrounding it  i l l u s t r a t e  the  uses of such space through- 
out the per iodof  significance. 

Family *adition iden t i f i e s  t h e  house as t h e  e ighteentbcentury home of the  ;'.all 
family who s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  region during t h a t  period. The house, as it stands, however, 
seems t o  represent t h e  product of a building campaign of t h e  second quarter of the  
nineteenth century, probably a f te r  Adam K a l l  acquired it. Certain features of the 
main s t ruc ture  might suggest that it is an al tered e a r l i e r  building, but most of the  
evidence points  t o  t h e  ear ly  nineteenth-century date. I t  appears t o  have been b u i l t  
as a two-story hall-parlor house of very unusual s i z e  with an or iginal  or s l i gh t ly  
l a t e r  frame kitchen connected by a breezeway. Evidence uncovered during recent rehab- 
i l i t a t i o n  work indicates  t h a t  the  log section was b u i l t  i n  one campaign, and its f ive-  
bay f i r s t - f loo r  facade gives every indication of being in t eg ra l  t o  the  or ig ina l  s t ructure .  

Adam Wall (1790-1860) purchased 417 acres on Stroubles Creek from Jacob Price and 
H i r a m  Pr ice  i n  1835 (D.B. I,, p. 445). Pr ice  excluded "one pole square" a t  the  meeting 
house spring, alluding t o  t h e  Lutheranchurch s i t e  adjoining Jacob Price 's  land. 
This small t r a c t  was sold i n  1006 t o  John d a l l  and Michael Surface, elders of the  
"Lutheran Calvinist  Church" on Ton's Creek,by t h e  executor of William Preston, honoring 
a promise made before 1755 by James Patton (Kegley, Vol. 1, p. 268-9). A t  the  time 
of Mall's purchase,Jacob Price had buildings on his par t  of the  acreage worth $200.00. 
The same improvements appear on irall 's  tax records the  folloiiing year. H i s  previous 

m ~ e e  continuation sheet 



9. Major Bibilographical References 

Kegley, Mary B. and Frederick B. Early Adventurers on t h e  Western Waters. Vol. 1. 

Orange: Green publishers, Inc., 1980: 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
[7preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 
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Odesignaled a National Historic Landmark 

recorded by Historic American Buildings 
Survey # 

q recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # 

See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
H S t a t e  historic preservation office 
C] Other State agency 

Federal agency 
Local government 
University 

[7 Other 
Specify repository: 
Virsinia  Depar-t. of Historic Resources 

Strwt 
10. Geographical Data R i c h d ,  V j r g i ~ a  23219 

Acreage of property Less than one acre. 

UTM References 
A 1 5 1 0 1 7 1 2 1 2 P  1 b 1 1  1 7 1 8 ~ 4 ~ ~ 1  

Zone Easting Northing 
B W  w u 

Zone Easting Northlng 

O s e e  continuation sheet 

-- 

Verbal Boundary Descrlptlon 
- 3  

Beginning a t  paint A on t h e  south s i d e  of a dr ive  1/10 mile w e s t  of VA R t .  657 and1/2 
mile south of t h e  intersect ion with VA R t .  685. proceeding south 150 f e e t  t o  point B, 
thence west 132.5 feet t o  point C, thence north 150 f e e t  along the east  s ide  of 
the  dr ive t o  point D, thence east 132.5 f e e t  t o  point of origin.  

O s e e  continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundaries were chosen t o  include the  h a s e ,  outbuildings, and domestic-related 
space 

O s e e  continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
namenitle Gibson Worsham 
organization Gibson Worsham. Architect date Tebruarv 1988 
street 8 number Yellow Sulphur Sprinqs. Route 2 telephone ( 703 ) 552-4730 
cily or town Christiansburq state z ~ p  code 24073 
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7. Descript ion (Continued) : 

beadeded v e r t i c a l  boards sheathing t h e  w a l l s  and with beaded c e i l i n g  boards. The 
w e s t  room w a s  subdivided i n  t h e  l a t e  nineteenth century. An open-stringer stair 
rises i n  t h r e e  f l i g h t s  t o  t h e  second f l o o r  a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  cen te r  passage, but  
physica l  evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  upper f l i g h t  of t h e  s t a i r s  incorpora tes  an  
e a r l i e r  enclosed winder stair entered by a door i n  t h e  east room t h a t  now gives 
access  t o  a c l o s e t  below t h e  present  stair. The lower f l i g h t  of stairs with i ts  
squared b a l u s t e r s  and chamfered newels apparent ly  w a s  added when t h e  cen te r  passage 
w a s  c rea ted .  

The c e l l a r  of t h e  main house f e a t u r e s  a l a r g e  room t o  t h e  e a s t  t h a t  conta ins  trimmed 
log  j o i s t s  and no evidence of a f i r e p l a c e ,  A log s i l l  runs  t h e  e n t l r e  length or t h e  
r e a r  ( sou th )  w a l l .  A p a r t i t i o n e d  room a t  t h e  w e s t  end conta ins  concrete troughs 
added i n  t h e  twen t i e th  century  s o r  cooling milk t h a t  were o r i g i n a l l y  f e d  by a water 
ram. The roof s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  unfinished a t t i c ,  l i k e  t h e  cornice  and s id ing  on t h e  
ex te r io r ,  shows no s i g n  of add i t ion  o r  a l t e r a t i o n :  half-lapped common r a f t e r s  with 
c o l l a r s  support  t h e  roof ,  and evidence i n  c u t  j o i s t s  and r a f t e r s  i n  t h e  center  of 
t h e  s t r u c t u r e  sugges ts  t h a t  a c e n t r a l  chimney w a s  planned t o  rise along t h e  west 
s i d e  of t h e  log  c e n t r a l  p a r t i t i o n .  I f  it a c t u a l l y  d i d  exist, no evidence can be 
found of it i n  t h e  lower f l o o r s  o r  i n  t h e  basement framing o r  f l o o r .  The r a f t e r s  
a r e  supported on six-inch-wide f a l s e  p l a t e s  and t h e  lowes t  sheathing board w a s  na i led  
with rose-head n a i l s .  Access t o  t h e  upper sheathing boards was not  poss ib le .  I n  
t h e  gable  ends of t h e  g a r r e t ,  shims na i l ed  under weatherboard have hand-headed n a i l s  
a l r eady  i n  them from a former locat ion ,  while t h e  s id ing  i s  a t tached with machine- 
headed n a i l s .  

The r e a r  of t h e  log  s e c t i o n  inc ludes  a blocked window and door opening i n t o  t h e  former 
breezeway and e a r l y  beaded boards on t h e  ex te r io r .  A s t a i r c a s e  r i s e s  i n  t h e  center  of 
t h e  e l l  enclosed with beaded v e r t i c a l  boards. A porch w a s  constructed a t  an e a r l y  d a t e  
along t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  e l l  and included a l a t e r  enclosed pantry o r  bathroom a t  
its south end. A l a r g e  b r i ck  c i s t e r n  was  loca ted  below this porch. The porch has 
been removed i n  a recen t  remodeling campaign. I n  t h e  twent ie th  century, a small  
two-story a d d i t i o n  conta in ing bathrooms w a s  added t o  t h e  w e s t  eIld of t h e  log s t r u c t u r e .  
A s  a p a r t  of t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  campaign, t h e  f r o n t  porch w a s  enclosed, but  t h e  new 
wal ls  were held back behind t h e  pos t s  and sca l loped porch ornament. 

The immediate domestic space i s  enclosed by a fence  and t h e  grounds a r e  shaded by 
cedar and locus t  trees. A p a i r  of maples f lank,  t h e  f r o n t  walk. A cont r ibut ing  log 
meathouse o r  smokehouse s t ands  t o  t h e  immediate southwest of t h e  house. A modern 
noncontr ibuting garage s t ands  t o  t h e  west, and a noncontributing trailer is located 
i n  t h e  southwest corner of t h e  nominated property. 
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8. Statement of S ign i f i cance  (Continued): 

holdings i n  t h e  a r e a  (158 and 162 a c r e s  on Tom's Creek) show no improvements. I n  
t h e  1847-1849 t a x  records no improvements a r e  r eg i s t e red ,  but  i n  1851 h i s  home t r a c t  
(now 409 a c r e s )  shows $1000.00 i n  bui ld ings ,  ind ica t ing  some improvements s i n c e  1837. 
Adam W a l l  w a s  S i x t y  i n  1850, as affirmed by t h e  census of t h a t  year. H i s  wife  Elizabeth,  
and chi ldren ,  inc luding son Floyd. and r e l a t i v e  Harvey Wall ( thir ty-one,  l i s t e d  as a teacht 
shared h i s  household. I n  1858 Wall s p l i t  h i s  e s t a t e  between h i s  son, Alexander Floyd 
W a l l ,  and daughter,  E l l en  E. Evans. H i s  son received a por t ion  including t h e  hrxlse 
where Adam res ided,  but  t h e  e l d e r  Wall r e t a ined  t h e  house and f i v e  acres  f o r  h i s  own 
use,  a s  well as t h e  orchard spring.  The house and land remain i n  t h e  Wall family's 
possession today and is i n  a c t i v e  u s e  as a d a i r y  farm. 





.?darn Viall Farm 
'ite 60 -223  
:'irst I 'loor P l a n  






