


6. -‘Function or Use N

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestice sinple dwelling Commerce/Trade: business

Domesticr secondary structure

7. Descrintion

Architectural Classification

. _ Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation _Brick

Late Victorign: Queen Anmne walls __Waod: weatherboard

roof _Stone: slate

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Rife House is located on a large 1lot in the rural
landscape aleng U.S. 460/11 northeast of Shawsville. The
weatherboarded two-story frame house incorporates a flat-topped
hipped roof with cast iron ornamental cresting. The north and
south sides and the west front incorporate two-story undercut
bays beneath projecting gables. The cornice is equipped with
modillion blocks, and the gables incorporate windows with
diagonal muntins. The west gable has a Palladian window with
keystone. The one-over-one double-hung sash windows are equipped
with added modern blinds. The first-floor windows have leaded
transoms. There is an irregular chimney arrangement. A one-
story porch wraps around the north, south, and west walls
supported by Doric columns on pedestals and equipped with a
turned balustrade. The porch is curved where it wraps around the
house. An undercut two-story porch with sawn brackets and turned
balusters is located at the rear (east). The basement is 1it by
windows in a stuccoed masonry foundation. Cornerboards on the
weatherboarded walls feature small capitals. A contributing
frame outbuilding of early twentieth-century date is located to
the east of the house adjacent to a noncontributing modern
garage. The outbuilding, probably a meathouse, has a slate roof.

The interior features a series of three rooms along the
north side, and a stair hall behind the entry door on the south
with two rooms behind. The irregular and complex floor plan is
atypical of regicnal traditional floor plans and marks the house
as an example of popular pattern-book-influenced Queen Anne-style
architecture. The interior features simple molded trim, Queen
Anne mantels, and an open stringer stair in the entry hall.
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. 8. Sta'tement of Significance

Cenlifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

D nationally E] statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ A [ 18 Q¢ [ ]o

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ J8 [Jc [Jo {Je [Of [a

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Peried of Significance Significant Dates

Architecture _ca. 1905 . : N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justity criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Rife House is eligible under criterion C as an unusually
large and stylish house incorporating decorative and planning
elements adapted from published pattern books. There are very
few Queen Anne houses in Montgomery County. The Rife House is
the only nominated example in rural Montgomery. The other Queen
Anne houses included in this submission are in urban areas and
few in number. The Lee House in the Cambria Historic District
(154-12) and The Oaks (154-1-5) in the East Main Street Historic
District, are gocod examples. One of the best Queen Anne houses,
the Black House in Blacksburg (now Hoy-McCoy Funeral Home), has
been severely altered and is not eligible.

The richness of decorative treatment and the choice of
unusual materials such as iron cresting and slate roofing mark
the house as the home of a wealthy family. The interior, though
somewhat altered by the installation of lowered ceilings, retains
most of its features, and the alterations are reversible. The
frame outbuilding along with the house demonstrate the form and
use of domestic space in the perijiod.

K. M, Rife, the first owner of the house, came to the
Shawsville vicinity from the ccalfields of western Virginia and
exhibited his wealth and taste by erecting this home (Hawes).
Deed research indicates that K. M. Rife purchased 279 acres in
1904, formerly known as the Ryan Farm, from J. W. Walters and his
wife Lola for $6,000.00 (Deed Book 51, p. 348). The nearby home
of Captain "Black" Barger, Walnut Grove (60-451, part of this
submission), was built on a grander scale by another wealthy man

who made his wealth in the coal fields near Bluefield, West
Virginia.
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9. Major Bibliographical References

Hawes, Charlette. Interview, November 1985.

Montgomery County Deed Book 51, p. 348,

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

E] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67}
has been requested

[ previousty listed in the National Register

[ previously determinad sligible by the National Register

Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark

Drecorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

Drecorded by Historic American Engineering
Pecord #

DSee continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
B4 state historic preservation office
[_]Other State agency
[1Federal agency
Local government
Cuniversity -
l:] Other
Specify repository:
VirginiaDepartment of Historic Resources
221 Governor Street

10. Geogqraphical Data

Richmond, Virginia 23219
Acreage of property __less than two acres.
UTM References
Alug) Lsle7iz4.00 taatiisle ol I T N I TV RTINS B S SV R
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

el ) iy et by
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[C)see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at point A, on the east side of U.S. Route 460/11 275 feet south of the intersectio:

of U.8. Rt "460/11 and VA Route 633, proceed north 275 feet along the east side of U. 5.

Route 460/11 to point B, thence east 200 feet along the south side of VA Route 633 to point

C, thence 275 feet along apparent lot line to point D, thence 200 feet west along the edge

of yard to the point of origin.

|:]See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries were chosen to include the house, outbuildings, and domestic-

related space defined by roads and fields.

[ ] see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle _Gihson Worsham

organization Gibson Worsham  Architecs

date _June 1989

street & number _Route 2, Yeilow Sulphur Springs

telephone 52=4730

city or town _Christiapsburg

zipcodelsQ73

state Virginia
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