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The Blacksburg Historic District is significant under 
criterion C as an important group of buildings illustrating the 
architectural development of the town from its beginnings in 
1798, when it was laid out as a sixteen-square grid-pattern town, 
through its growth and development in the nineteenth century, and 
finally to its alteration and virtual rebuilding in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The portion of the 
town's plan in the district is a t y p i c a l  g r i d  p a t t e r n ;  however, i t  r e p r e s e n t s  
a rare example of the layout of a successful large settlement 
located less than ten miles from the county seat. The district 
conveys a sense of historic cohesiveness through the similarity 
of plans, forms, and materials used in its buildings from the 
early nineteenth century through the early twentieth century. 
Although the twentieth-century commercial and institutional 
buildings represent a departure from the earlier forms, they were 
built to such a degree of density that they form a cohesive 
entity surrounded by the predominant residential area. 
Intrusions and noncontributing buildings have made an adverse 
impact on the district's historic character but have not 
succeeded in overcoming the architectural and visual cohesiveness 
of the district. The district is the largest and best preserved 
downtown contmercial area in Montgomery County. Blacksburg is 
unique in the region as an educationally-sustained town of middle 
size that is not also a county seat. The boundaries of the 
district are clear,as the university borders it on the west side, 
while less developed or almost completely altered areas border it 
on the other. The d i s t r i c t  i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  under  c r i t e r i o n  A a s  t h e  c o w  
mercia!  c e n t e r  o f  Montgomery County wh ich  even e c l i p s e d  t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t  i n  com- 
m e r c i a l  impor tance.  The d i s t r i c t  &a significant under c r i t e r i o n  D because it 
contains archaeological information from the historic period. 
Excavations made at the Johnson House (150-66) were designed to 
test for the presence of significant historic period cultural 
remains. Although no distinct mid-nineteenth century fr2atures 
were encountered in the excavations, the ceramic and 
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Historic 

Commerce/Trade: financial institution 
Commerce/Trade: specialty store 
Social: meeting hall 
Government: post office 
Government: city hall 
Religion: religious structure 
Recreation and Culture: theater 

Current 

Commerce/Trade: financial institution 
Commerce/Trade: specialty store 
Social: meeting hall 
Government: post office 
Government: firehouse 
Religion: religious structure 
Recreation and Culture: theater 
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the Blacksburg Presbyterian Church #1 (150-2) on the north corner 
of Main and Lee streets, the Smith-Montgomery House (150-6), 
otherwise known as the Adam Croy House, on the northeast side of 
Penn Street between Roanoke and Lee streets, and the Johnson 
House (150-66) on the northeast side of Wharton Street between 
Roanoke and Lee streets. The 1847 Presbyterian Church is a small 
version of the nave-plan Greek Revival churches built in most 
towns in the region. It has been used as a lodge hall and 
nightclub since 1904 when the congregation built a new church 
(150-47), also in the district, and in its varying uses has been 
adapted several times. The interior retains a gallery and raised 
podium, as well as most of the original trim. The front now 
displays the original gable and two-bay pilastered facade with 
paired double doors. In 1986 a false front added in the early 
twentieth century partially fell into the street and was removed 
entirely, allowing the partial restoration undertaken by the 
present owner. The molded brick cornice is typical of other 
buildings built in the mid-nineteenth century. 

The Smith-Montgomery House is a two-story log house of a 
single-pen form. Most features that could be dated appear to 
have been installed in the mid-nineteenth century: a well- 
established local tradition suggests that it was moved from 
across the street where it had been built by Adam Croy. He was 
the sexton of the Blacksburg Methodist Church and built the house 
before the end of the first quarter of the nineteenth century on 
lots 37 and 38, which he purchased from the trustees of the town 
of Blacksburg. A Dr. Phillips appears to have moved the house 
and added the frame ell. In the twentieth century the central 
door was infilled as a bookcase, and the entry was relocated in 
the northwest bay of the formerly symmetrical three-bay facade. 
The old brick chimney appears to date from the relocation by 
Phillips in the 1840s (Schaefer). 

The Johnson House is a two-story log house of similar 
proportions to the Smith-Montgomery House. It was built before 
1840 on a one-acre lot just northeast of the original sixteen 
blocks. A portion of the lot remains intact tothis day and has 
recently been acquired by the town, along with the house, for use 
as a park. The house has also suffered from the relationship of 
its central entry door to the northwest gable end, but the 
original two-story shouldered chimney stands at the opposite 
gable end. The house was originally a hall-parlor dwelling. The 
two-story ell has been modernized and a two-story side porch has 
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been altered. The house will be restored in the near future. 

The Johnson House was the subject of archaeological testing 
performed as part of the project which led to this nomination. 
Eight lm2 test units were excavated in several areas around the 
house. Ceramic artifacts, including lead-glazed redwares, salt- 
glazed stonewares, and whitewares, as well as both wire and cut 
nails were found in most excavation layers. Coal and slag were 
recovered from a significant deposit to the rear of the house. 

Other log houses, or houses that incorporate early log 
elements within their later frame form, include the Croy House 
(150-8). The log house dates from the antebellum period and is 
one of the smallest houses surveyed in the county. It appears to 
have originally been a three-bay one-story house. An enclosed 
stair has been added on the northeast end where the chimney may 
have stood. The Spout Spring House (150-68) is an intact hall- 
parlor house of two stories and three bays. The central entry 
with an early porch gives access to the large room at the 
northwest end which is heated by a brick chimney with a simple 
pilastered Federal-style mantel with square moldings. A stair 
with turned balusters and ornate newels was inserted in the 
smaller southwest parlor in the early twentieth century, but many 
features of the building are intact. A vertical-board-covered 
frame outbuilding to the rear (east) dates from the nineteenth 
century. 

A nearby spring is included in the district. It supplied 
water to the town at an early date, as well as to the south or 
Town Branch of Stroubles Creek. The Spencer Johnson (150-60) and 
Andy Camper (150-59) houses on Jackson Street are both well 
preserved two-story, log, hall-parlor or single-pen houses dating 
from the mid-nineteenth century, while the Martin-Richardson 
House on the east corner of Wharton and Roanoke streets, 
diagonally opposite the Croy House, is a two-story, center- 
passage, frame house dating from the third quarter of the 
nineteenth century; it incorporates a two-story, log, hall-parlor 
house, now invisible from the exterior. 

Although no early to mid-nineteenth-century structures on 
Main Street remain in the district other than the Presbyterian 
Church, a significant number of stores survive from the late 
nineteenth century when the lots of downtown Blacksburg were 
finally filled with tightly-grouped commercial buildings. The 
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most significant of these commercial buildings, the 1875-1877 
Deyerle's Store (150-71) is located on the northwestern edge of 
the district. This two-and-one-half-story, gambrel-roofed, frame 
building has a wide parapet false front with a central gable and 
paired and single brackets. It incorporates two well preserved, 
indented, wood and glass storefronts. The building is 
Blacksburg's most substantial and best preserved commercial 
building from the late nineteenth century. 

The W. B. Conway Building (150-35) is a much altered but 
still visible late nineteenth-century store/home combination 
which housed Conway's drugstore and residence. The pedimented 
gable front and upper windows of the building are visible above 
the mid-twentieth century one-story addition in front. The late 
nineteenth-century store (150-67) on the west corner of Jackson 
and Main streets is one of the best preserved on Main Street, 
although considerably altered. The brick-veneered, frame, gable- 
fronted structure has a high parapet with a modillioned cornice. 
The first-floor storefront is entered from the corner in a form 
characteristic of the turn-of-the-century period. The exterior 
in its present form dates from its use as a department store 
after 1922, when the brick cladding seems to have been added. 
The alterations give the building a significance of form dating 
from the late nineteenth century, but its interest and visual 
integrity date from the first quarter of the twentieth century. 

The Lybrook's Row site on Church Street at Roanoke Street, 
next to Christ Episcopal Church, was archaeologically tested in 
an effort to locate remains of the Bodell Pottery, Lybrook's Row 
(a late-nineteenth-century student housing facility), and a 
general store on the north corner of the intersection. Redware 
potsherds and a piece of kiln furniture were located, although no 
remains of the Bodell kiln foundations were identified. The 
store foundation was located and found to be filled with mid-to 
late nineteenth-century refuse, including three pieces of 
printer's type. Few traces of Lybrook's Row were discovered 
other than a well-defined clay layer which may represent the 
foundation on which the row houses were built. Cut and wire 
nails and lead-glazed redware and whiteware recovered from the 
site of Lybrook's Row suggest that more subsurface features and 
artifacts conveying information about the third quarter 
nineteenth-century student housing complex are likely intact. 

Several houses in the district date from the late nineteenth 
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century. The house on the east corner of Lee and Wharton streets 
(150-67) is an ornate example of one of the region's most popular 
house forms of the period. The three-bay, two-story, center- 
passage, frame dwelling carries an elaborately detailed two- 
story, central, gabled porch. The porch has a quantity of flat 
sawn decorative work including balusters, brackets, and fishscale 
shingles in the pedimented gable roof. It has a two-story 
integral ell, as does the similar brick A. W. Luster House (150- 
1) on the north corner of Roanoke and Wharton streets across the 
street from the previously mentioned Martin-Richardson House. 
The Luster House is, like the two houses above, a center-passage, 
three-bay, two-story dwelling with a two-story ell. Like the 
Martin-Richardson House, it has a two-story, Doric front porch 
with one-story flanking porches, an entry door with sidelights, 
and a hipped roof. It has, however, been expanded in the mid- 
twentieth century by a brick addition in the angle of the ell and 
an extension of the roof into a much larger apartment house, 
although the principal facade and southwest elevation are 
unaltered. 

The Bennett-Pugh House at 103 South Main Street is one of 
two surviving houses on Main Street. It is a very well preserved 
two-story, double-pile, T-plan dwelling with a nearly pyramidal 
hipped roof and ornate sawn and pierced decorative elements in 
the projecting gables. It provides an important reminder of the 
many residences of various ages that lined Main Street during the 
late nineteenth century. Other smaller houses from the late 
nineteenth century line Lee Street to the northeast of the 
original town. These are one-story center-passage and double- 
cell houses of frame construction. The neighborhood was known as 
Bitter Hill. Keister's Addition, another intact neighborhood 
adjoining downtown Blacksburg, was apparently laid out before 
1875 (Dunay et al, p. 107) and included Progress Street and 
neighboring alleys and cross streets. Progress, Harding, and 
Wilson streets are lined with houses ranging from small, frame, 
double-cell dwellings to large frame and brick houses of some 
pretension which date from the late nineteenth century and later. 
Several of these houses, including the house at 401 Progress 
Street (150-73), were moved to this area in 1929 from the 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University campus where 
they had been built in the late nineteenth century as Faculty 
Row. The brick house at 401 Progress Street has paired, 
segmentally-arched windows; a hipped roof: an ornate, bracketed 
porch; a molded interior chair rail; reeded pilasters supporting 
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mantels; and an open-stringer ornamental staircase. Another 
house at 604 Progress Street (150-82). dating from the late 
nineteenth century, is a one-and-one-half-story, three-bay, 
center-passage house of modest proportions but with sawn ornament 
in the gables and on the wide, one-story porch. Small, brick 
flues flank the central passage. 

During the early twentieth century dwellings continued to be 
built in every area of the district except the commercial area on 
Main Street and College Avenue. Many houses were based on 
familiar forms from earlier periods, such as center-passage-plan 
and double-cell houses; others took the new Bungalow form or 
popular Colonial Revival decorative elements were applied to 
stock pattern-book houses of the Foursquare or other types. The 
house on the northeast side of Progress Street (150-79) is a 
large house with Foursquare and Colonial Revival features 
including a central dormer, a hipped slate roof and cresting, and 
Doric columns. It is enclosed by a handsome wrought iron fence 
and gate. The nearby Wes Gray House (150-78), on the northwest 
corner of Faculty and Progress streets, is a large Foursquare 
house built by one of the town's most active contractors who 
specialized in Foursquare and Bungalow houses. The brick house 
has a slate roof, a concrete foundation, four-over-one and five- 
over-one sash tripartite windows, a massive, central dormer, and 
a deep modillioned cornice. The wraparound, one-story porch is 
supported on tapered, square columns on brick piers. The house 
at 204 Wilson Street (150-76) is a good example of the popular 
One-and-one-half -story bungalow. The hip-roofed, f rave h o u s e  
has a central dormer, four-over-one sash windows, exposed rafter 
ends, and narrow matchboard siding. 

The Presbyterian manse of about 1907 (150-48) on the south 
corner of Roanoke and Church streets, is a double-pile, center- 
passage-plan house of two stories and five bays built of brick 
with a hipped roof. It has four-over-four sash windows, a 
modillioned cornice, and a central dormer, combining vernacular 
and popular elements in an important house. The one-story broad 
front porch is supported by narrow, fluted, Ionic columns. The 
Sheriff Camper House (150-53) on the east corner of Penn and 
Washington streets was built in about 1910. It features a unique 
plan but is said to have been nearly identical to pnother Camper 
family house on Roanoke Street. The builder created a radically 
different version of the traditional, center-passage, two-story 
form, and by fully integrating the ell, created two identical 
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facades facing Penn and Washington streets. Both elevations 
feature polygonally indented central bays sheltered by projecting 
polygonal porches. The house at 210 Roanoke Street (150-56) is a 
large and substantial version of the popular Bungalow house form. 
It features a high, hipped, tile roof; shingled walls: and a 
symmetrical five-bay facade. 

The bungalow in the large open plot at the northern edge of 
the district is typical of its form. It sits on a hill 
overlooking parklike grounds that reflect the rural nature of the 
area outside the original grid until the early twentieth century. 
The grounds include a rustic gazebo structure. The Ellett House 
at 409 Roanoke Street is a large, two-story, frame dwelling which 
conceals its traditional, double-pile, center-passage plan behind 
a projecting, gabled bay to one side of the central entry. This 
weatherboarded house has two-over-two sash windows, a hipped 
roof, and a central dormer. The large brick house at the east 
corner of Roanoke and Penn streets (150-64) takes the form of a 
massive double-pile, center-passage house with Colonial Revival 
detailing including a colossal pedimented porch supported by two 
Doric columns and eight-over-eight sash windows. The house may 
derive more from pattern-book interpretations of Federal- and 
Colonial-era house plans than from a regional source. 

The second of Main Street's two surviving houses is the 
frame Eakin House at 318 North Main Street, another two-story, 
double-pile, center-passage house of Colonial Revival (as well as 
Craftsman) pattern-book origin. It may incorporate parts of the 
earlier center-passage Keister House. It has a wide, hipped roof 
and a pedimented, two-story, central front porch with flanking, 
one-story porches that are supported by tapered, square columns 
on shingled piers. 

Churches surviving from the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries in the district include the 1875-79 Christ 
Episcopal Church (150-lo), a stone Gothic Revival building 
designed by New York architect Emlyn Littel. The church 
incorporates pointed-arched windows and stone buttresses as well 
as an ornate interior which remains largely unaltered from the 
early form. A massive stone tower was added in 1934 following 
suggestions made by nationally prominent architect Ralph Adams 
Cram. A parish house wing was added soon after, designed by 
Richmond architect Ambler Johnston, whose firm, Carneal and 
Johnston, also added another wing in the 1960s. Both additions 
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are in keeping with the style and materials of the Richard 
Upjohn-influenced main building and create a large complex along 
Church Street. The African Methodist Episcopal Church of 
Blacksburg (150-106) was built on Penn Street just northwest of 
the large churches on Church Street. It is a frame, Gothic 
Revival structure of the regionally popular three-bay nave plan 
with pointed-arched windows, a projecting vestibule, and a small 
hipped belfry. 

The brick Blacksburg Presbyterian Church of 1904 (150-47) 
was influenced by the popular Ackron plan for churches which 
advocated curved seating and large Sunday school facilities which 
could be opened into the sanctuary to accommodate large crowds. 
The cross-shaped plan incorporates a tall tower at the north 
corner and a low one at the west, each containing entry 
vestibules off Roanoke Street. The church has pointed-arched 
attached doors and windows with brick label molds. 

The nearby, brick Blacksburg Methodist Church of about 1910 
(150-53) has been adapted for use as the church's fellowship hall 
after the construction of a new church in the 1960s. It is very 
similar in form to the Presbyterian church, with its asymmetrical 
towers, each containing vestibules and flanking a cross shaped 
church. This church, however, utilizes round-arched Romanesque- 
style doors and windows and includes a large Palladian window in 
the Church Street front center. The brick walls are relieved 
with stone and corbelled brick label molds, belt and string 
courses, and stone-trimmed circular vents. The additions to the 
building include the new sanctuary to the northwest and a Sunday 
school building to the southeast, neither of which detracts from 
the integrity of the original church which has been carefully 
maintained on both the interior and exterior. Both the 
Blacksburg Methodist Church and the Blacksburg Presbyterian 
Church resemble in form the Blacksburg Baptist Church of 1903 
which is no longer standing. 

The Blacksburg Christian (Disciples of Christ) Church (150- 
55) and the frame St. Mary's Catholic Church (150-75) both date 
from the first decade of the twentieth century and have a similar 
nave-plan form. Both feature steep gabled roofs, projecting 
entry vestibules with arched doors, and pointed-arched windows, 
as well as basement fellowship or parish halls. The three-bay 
Catholic Church on Wilson Street has been sold to and repaired by 
the Odd Fellows Lodge, while the well maintained, five-bay 
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Christian Church is today occupied by the Blacksburg Jewish 
Community Center. 

The commercial and institutional buildings that characterize 
the district today were chiefly built in the first four decades 
of the twentieth century. The Hardwick Building (150-33) of 
about 1905--a brick, two-story, double commercial building on the 
southwest side of Main Street which features a pressed metal 
cornice, rock-faced stone lintels, and two modern storefronts-- 
typifies the several buildings from this period. The 1928 
Hunter's Lodge Masonic Building (150-43) on the northwest side of 
Roanoke Street is a two-story, classical, temple-form parapet- 
roofed brick structure. It has limestone engaged pilasters and 
an arched entry bay. All three are headed with keystones. The 
outstanding Art Deco National Bank of Blacksburg of 1942, on the 
corner of Main and Roanoke streets, is a stone-clad, two-story 
building with a much-altered interior. The carved window frames 
and parapet edges enliven the side and principal facades. A 
carved eagle supports a central rooftop flagpole above a 
projecting central pavilion. The limestone walls rise above a 
Lynchburg greenstone base similar to the nearby one-story and 
less elaborate Farmers and Merchants Bank (150-99) on the 
opposite side of Main Street. 

The old Blacksburg Town Hall (150-103) was located from 
about 1940 to 1969 in the Martin-Logan Store, built in the mid- 
1920s at the end of Church Street on the northwest side of 
Jackson Street. It is a brick, parapet-fronted, one-story 
commercial building similar to several other buildings of one and 
two stories in Blacksburg. The shed-roofed structure has a 
wooden modillioned cornice and an altered storefront. The brick 
jail (150-102), which was built about 1940, stands to the rear. 

Among the town's most distinguished groups of buildings are 
the older buildings (150-39 and 150-40) that were unified and 
refaced in 1934 by Roanoke architects Eubank and Caldwell to 
create the William Preston Hotel. The group of buildings, 
consisting of the two-story brick Ellett's Drug Store of 1900 and 
the original three-story brick Lyric Theater of 1922, are located 
on the east corner of Main Street and College Avenue. They were 
given a French Colonial treatment in 1934 when four, stucco, 
Ionic pilasters were added to the unified structure, as was an 
elaborate modillioned cornice on each individual building. The 
drugstore acquired a paneled parapet, rusticated-arched first- 
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floor windows, and an overall stucco covering. The exterior of 
the two-story section is carefully being rehabilitated. This 
includes the restoration of the arched windows and arched 
storefront openings. 

There are a number of noncontributing buildings in the 
district including modern store and office buildings on Main 
Street, such as the Bank of Blacksburg (150-37) on the west 
corner of Roanoke and Main streets. Other buildings were altered 
substantially in recent decades, and some churches and residences 
were built after 1940, such as St. Mary's Catholic Church #2  
(150-74). 

Many of the houses have complementary outbuildings, most 
often garages,that are similar in date and materials to 
associated houses. At least one house, the Spout Spring House 
(150-68), has a nineteenth-century meat house. 
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BLACKSBURG HISTORIC DISTRICT INVENTORY 

North Church Street 
, z ~ i  

100 N. Church Street 1875-79 Gothic Revival stone 
/a&2 1 i 5  2 - 1 0 )  church: Christ Episcopal 

~ ~ , 
Church , , , 

-, ..I -:. -; .,.' .'.", i ,  
3 - 5g' _' . - , -! 

113 N. Church street i '  . ca. 1920 ~merican ~oiirsquare frame - 
dwelling 

119 N. Church Street- 7Rca. 1920 American Foursquare frame . , 
dwelling 

South Church Street . /'_. C 
115 South Church Street ca. 1910 - Romanesque Revival brick 

4 0.5'0 church: Blacksburg Methodist 
Church 

201 S. Church Street 1989 2,; neo-Victorian frame office 
building: Church St. Plaza 
(noncontributing) 

corner of S. Church and E. Roanoke streets contributing site of Lybrook's Row, 
Colleae Avenue a late-19th-century student housing complex 

133-145 College Avenue 1920s .2[;1/ commercial vernacular brick 
building: Carol Lee Donut 
Shop (Fringe Benefit) 

135 College Avenue ca. 1940.~- "~rt Deco stone theatre: 
A ,  l ;o-?o)  (~yric Theatre) 

149-159 College Avenue 1930s-Ai.2 commercial vernacular brick 
(l5u -29) building: kinkos 

Facultv Street 

106 Faculty street - 12 1 1930s Colonial Revival brick , , { I ; , .  
dwelling 

Hardina Avenue 

205 Harding Avenue .- /D 2 ca. 1940 , 
vernacular frame dwelling '5;; .,.- ,. .-:<:. 



Unlted States Department of the Interlor 
Natlonal Park Service 

National Register of Historlc Places 
Continuation Sheet P r e h i s t o r i c  and H i s t o r i c  Resourc 

of  Monteornerv County 

Sectlon number 7 Page 11 

- 
Blacksburg H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  
150-108 

206 Harding Avenue - ca. 1940 T L  > P ,  Colonial Revival frame dwelling - - .< 
207 ~arding Avenue - / 3 /  1940s Colonial Revival frame dwelling 

(noncontributing) i + . , r  
f ';c 

209 Harding Avenue- /., 1920s Bungalow-style frame dwelling '1 

210 Harding Avenue. j6 1940s vernacular frame dwelling 
(noncontributing 

211 Harding Avenue -201 1970s modern brick apartment building 
/150 - 77) (noncontributing) 

212 Harding Avenue - 95 ca. 1940 vernacular frame dwelling 

214 Harding Avenue - (jq 1940s vernacular concrete block 
dwelling (noncontributing) 

215 Harding Avenue -q? ca. 1940 vernacular frame dwelling LL,' , ' 5 ~  

q ;: 216 Harding Avenue . . , 1920s Bungalow-style frame dwelling 

217 Harding Avenue - ?i/ ca. 1940 vernacular frame dwelling 

Jackson Street 

103 Jackson Street 1960s - ,:'y modern brick commercial - L- 

Ti - 8 5  ,,.. building (noncontributing) /+ 1 2 ,  $ (  ,% ,!:I (3 LLIcR':  p M 4 h r s  

137 Jackson Street - 61 1930s Colonial Revival brick dwelling I=. . ,, '7:e 

(fraternity) 

139 Jackson Street -80 ca. 1920 commercial vernacular frame 
building: New Life Bookstore 

141 Jackson Street - 2 , ; ~  ca. 1920 commercial vernacular brick 

6x0 - 1 0 2 )  
building: Greater Blacksburg 
Chamber of Commerce 

( 1% - 103) 
































































