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1. Name of Property
historic name 'l egar Building
othsr namses/site number  154-7

2. Location

sireat & number 2 S Pranklin Stroer . N/A [” Thot tor pubhication
ey, lown  Chriscianshure N/A [ Jvicinity
state Yirpinis code Y4 county Mont gomerxy code |2 ] zip cods___ 24073
3. Classification
Ownershup of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Proparty
D private [X] building(s) Contributing Noncontnbuting
< pubhic-iocal [ ) district 1 0 builgings ,
{_1puthc-State [site 0 Q sites
D public-Federal D structure ) 0 structures

[ Jobject 0 0 objects

] () Toal

Wzme of related mulliple propernty listing: Prehistoric and Number of contributing resources previousty
YWisipris Resoorpas onf Mape gomery Caunty listed in the National Register ____O —

4. Sla'e/Federal Agency Centiflcation

As the designated autherity under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, { hersby certify that this

S nomination i request for determination of 2ligibility meets the documentation standards for registering nroperties sn tha
! ational Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requiremaents set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
rn 1My ¢oinion, the property @ meets Udoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signature ol centifying official Dale

VivpiniaDepartment,, of UHistoric Resources
State or Federal agancy and buroau

I{ In my opinion, the property Dmeets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSoe continualion shee!.
E Slgnafura ¢! cormmenting or other officia) Date

E Slate or Federai agency and bureay

5. National Park Service Certification

[, hereny, cemty that this property is:

[ Pentered in the Nalional Register.
D See continyauon sheet, —_—

[_ldetermined ehgible for the National
Regsfer, IL__—?Soe contthuation sheet.

Ddetermmed not eligiole for the
Naticnal Regster.

‘cemoved {rom the Natonal Rpgrs.er
If‘ha' {explain

Signature of the Koeper Dats of Action



6. Function or Use ’ - -

Historic Functions {(enter ¢ategories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from insifuctioss) ‘
Government: government office Government: sovernment office

Commerce/trade: business

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials {(enter categories from instructions)

(entar categories from instructions)
stone: limestone

foundation
‘Late Victorian: Italianate walls brick
roof metals tin

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Located on the south side of the public sguare in
Christiansburg, the Phlegar Building is a three-story rectangular
stretcher-bond brick office building that incorporates portions
of an earlier government-related structure. The commercial-form
building features a pressed metal cornice on the front (west)
parapet and on approximately the first quarter of the west end of
the side walls. To the east the side walls step gradually down
concealing the sloping standing-seam metal roof. The three-story
section at the front is more decorative than functional, as the
windows were used to ventilate the attic and no easy access to
the attic was provided. All the doors and two-over-two double-
hung sash windows were given segmentally-arched heads. Openings
on the first-floor front (west) were arrenged in a six-bay
symmetrical pattern unlike the three-bay upper floors. The
first-floor front openings and westernmost two north side windows
have apparently mid-nineteenth-century or earlier molded exterior
trim with pintles for early blinds. The south end of the front
range of rooms on the first floor is built of Flemish-bond brick
and incorporates a large interior chimney, both facts indicating
berhaps an almost total reworking of what may have been a six-
bay, one-story, two-room building. The sides of the building are
decorated with a metal cornice or belt course, which may correct
or cancel some structural“problem or addition. A two-bay section
on the south side, just to the east of the Flemish-bond section,
is built to the second-floor level in twelve-course American
bond, as opposed to stretcher bond elsewhere, indicating an early
addition to the one-story original section. These two windows
have square heads, unlike all the others in the building. The
front features a two~story porch of six bays with turned posts, a
spindle frieze, brackets, and turned balusters.

The interior features two rooms in the front section divided
by a frame partition, but evidence remains of several former rear
(east) windows or doors. The rooms have received modern paneling
and dropped ceilings. The rear section has a cross passage with
a large open-stringer s*tair from the late nineteenth century and
contains offices on both floors. Most late nineteenth-century features
remain intact in the building's interior, including door and window trim,
partition location and staircase. - ‘

[1ses continuation sheet



© 8. Statement of Signiticance : : _
Certitying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[ Inationalty [ 1statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria @A [::]B @c DD
Criteria Considsrations {Exceptions) Ca {18 (e DD [:]E DF DG

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructians) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Architecture ca, 1860 — ca, 1910 - N/A
Commerce/professional L

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Signiticant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Phlegar Building is significant under criteria A and C
as the county's best example of a late nineteenth-century law
office. In addition, the building incorporates recognizable,
formal, and material elements of the early nineteenth-century
county clerk's office. The structure was augmented and enlarged
in the late nineteenth century to form an office building, used
chiefly by lawyers and other professionals requiring easy access

to the courthouse. The interior and exterior present a
substantial late nineteenth-~century appearance to the courthouse
square.

When, in 1834, the justices of the county court decided to
build a new courthouse, they issued a commission to auction the
materials of the 0ld courthouse and the old clerk's office (first
mention known of the building). The court however, apparently
decided to keep the building, and rented it to William Preston,
‘one of the justices, to pay fgrjﬁeeded repairs to its fabric.
Several vyears later, the court ordered Hamilton Wade and R. D.
Montague be appointed commissioners for the purpose of disposing
of the o0ld clerk's office, but it wazs not done, and in 1846 the
court ordered the sheriff to repair the building using money from
the rents. The building was sold to Walter Staples and John Wade
in 1858. They built the new jail for $600 and were given the old '
clerk's office in lieu of payment in cash. According to the 1937
WPA survey form, the southern room housed the law firm of Wade
and Sullivan (Cel. J. J. Wade and his junior partner, Capt. T. E.
Sullivan) and the north room contained the office of Judge W. R.
Staples. Wade left Christiansburg in 1878, being succeeded by
Sullivan alone. In later years the firm of Staples, Sullivan,
and Cassel were housed in the building. In 1897 Archer A.
Phlegar purchased the building and remodeled it extensively,
adding a large rear wing and a second story. The Phlegar family
owned it until the mid-twentieth century, when it was again

@See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Nicolay, John.
Hessenger ,December 19, 1982, p. 6.

Pravious documentation on file {(NPS):

Dpreltminary determination of individual iisting {36 CFR 67)
has been requested

[Ipreviously listed in the National Register

D previously determined aligible by the National Register

Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark

L__]recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

D recorded by Historic Amaerican Engineering
Fecord #

"The 0ld Clerk's Office: Christiansburg."

Montgomery News

D See conlinuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:

. State historic preservation office

[ ]other State agency

D Federal agency

[ ]tocal government

D University

(:]Other .
Specify repository:

221 Governor Street

10._Geographical Data

Richmond, VA 23219

Acreage of property __less than one acre,

UTM References

Alrg) bslsi2is; 60 L4110:9120 0]

Zone  Easling Northing

o2 SR I N IO AT S B YO O R

-3 T N U S B O B O A I A

Zone  Easting Northing

o3 TN O I T TR O T B R

[ see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary corresponds to lot 527-(A)-87 on the county tax maps.

[T} see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries were chosen to reflect the original lot lines when the lot was

first separated from county property in 1858.

DSee continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

organization Gihsopn Worshas - Architest

date \ e 1988

street & number _Route 2, Yellow Sulpbyr Springs
city or town Christianshurg

telephore (703} 552-4230

state Virginia _ zipcodel4Q73
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United States Department of the Interlor
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet Prehistoric and Historic

Resources of Montgomery County
Phlegar Building, 154~7
Section number __8 _ Page ___ 1

acquired by the county; it has held county-related offices since
that time. The interior alterations made by the county in recent
vears have not affected the significant elements of the plan and
materials as stated in section 7.
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