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1. Name of Property

historic name Christiansburg Post Office

other names/site number 154-27

2. Location

street & number northwest corner of the public square N/A_ L[ not for publication
city, town Christiansburg N/A L] vicinity

state Vireoinia code ya CoUNntY Monrgomery code 171 __Zip code24073

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
[:] private E building(s)
D public-local , D district
D public-State p ) D site
public-Federal D structure

[:l objact

Name of related muitiple property listing: Prehistoric and
Historiec Resonrces of Montgomery County

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
1 _0 buildings
0 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources praviously
listed in the National Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

In my opinion, yRe pr penyZ]meets

As the designated autharity under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
gnomination Drequest for determination of gligibility meets the documentation standards for raqistering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meels the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
does not meet the National Register criteria. Ses continuation, sheet.

92039

Signature of centilying pflicial 2t

Date

Director, Virginia Department of Historic Resources

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property Dmeels Ddoes not meat the National Register crileria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signalure of commenting or other offictal '

Date

State or Fedoral agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

|, hereby, centify that this property is:
Den(ered in the National Register.

DS&a continuation sheet,
[TJaetermined eligible for the National

Register. D See continuation shaet.
(_Jdetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dremoved from the National Register.

D other, (explain:)

Signatuce ot the Kaeper Dats of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions {enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
GOVERNMENT: post office GOVERNMENT: post office

7. Description

Architactural Classification Materials {enter calegories from instructions)

{enter categories from instructions)
foundation _CONCRETE

late 19th & 20th century revivals: Colonial walls __ BRICK

Revival

roof METAL: tin

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Christiansburg Post Office of 1936 is located on the northwest side of the

north quadrant of the public square in Christiansburg. The one-story, brick structure
incorporates élaborate Coclonial Revival detailing. A mid-twentieth-century addition
to the rear {northwest) does not impair the architectural form of the building.

The nine~course common-bond brick building is of domestic scale and features twelve-
over-twelve double=hung sash windows, a denticulated cornice, and a standing-seam
metal , gabled roof surmounted by a small, flat-roofed cupola with arched louvers
and corner pilasters. The gable ends are furnished with weatherboarded pediments
containing semicircular windows. The arched entry door is located in the center of
the five-bay principal (southeast) facade and features a Greek Doric entablature
supperted by fluted, Doric columns and partial pilasters, The original doors have
been replaced by modern aluminum doors, The door is flanked by ornamental iron
lamps on wall brackets. The sorting room extends into a flat-roofed wing to the

rear with asbrick parapet and large exterior chimney stacks., A small addition to
the rear contains a roofed loading dock reached by a raised concrete parking lot
surrounded by a concrete wall and iron pipe ratlings. The boiler room in the base-
ment is reached by a door on the scuthwest side of the main building,

The interior is characterized by a lobby which occupies the front (southeast) and
the southwest side, The sorting room is located in the balance of the structure,
with the postmaster's office occupying the northeast corner and opening off the
lebby. The lobby is plastered and features earth-colored tiles laid in decorative
patterns in the floor-and wainscot. Dark stained, varnished woodwork surrounds the
doors and windows, A well-detailed paneled vestibule is located just inside the -
front door. The door to the postmaster's office is equipped with an architectural
cornice, molded trim, and base blocks, The door's position as the decorative center-
piece of the lobby is reinforced by its being surmounted by a W,P.A, mural depicting
local events of the French and Indian and Revolutionary wars painted by Paul DeTroot
in 1938, The mural shows a pioneer figure, Indians attacking, a log house, Bluecoats
marching and being directed by an officer about to mount a white horse, and the
modern town of Christiansburg in the distance,

The well-preserved building is the most architecturally sophisticated structure on
the public square.

[[] see continuation sheet



' . 8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considared the significance of this propeny in relation to other properties:

[ nationally [ statewide X locally
Applicable National Register Criteria DA f:] B gc DD
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 18 [Jc [Jo [Je [If Cle

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCHITECTURE 1936=1938 1936, 1938
ART

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Louis A, Simon, architect

Detroot, Paul, artist

State significance of property, and justily criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The 1936 Christiansburg Post Office is significant under criterion C as a well-
preserved structure illustrating the high architectural standards employed by the
U.S. Pustal Service in the second quarter of the twentieth century and of the use
of art as architectural ornament as encouraged by the Works Progress Administration
during the Great Depression and afterwards. Alterations and additions to the build-
ing are minor and chiefly kept to the rear of the building and cut of the public
view. - The building's historic fabric has been carefully maintained on both the
exterior and interior.

The architect for the Post Office building was Louis A, Simon, chief architect for
the U.S, Postal Service and the credited designer of many post offices across the
nation. He was the architect of the nearby Radford Post Office, which is essentially
a two-story version of the Christiansburg building, The cornerstone lists 1936 as
the building's date of erection and Neal Melnick as supervising engineer. The hand-
some and muscular mural by artist Paul DeTroot is dated 1938 and is representative
of the style and typical subject matter of Depre551on-era and W.P A.-sponsored
painting and .sculpture. ' i

[:]See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Harman, Bill, Interview, 1988,

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been reguested

[ lpreviously listed in the National Register

E]previously detarmined eligible by the National Register

["]designated a National Historic Landmark

[:]ra-corded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

D recorded by Historic American Engineering
Pecord #

D See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
%Slate historic preservation office

Other State agency
[:i Federal agency
D Local government
E] University
D Other
Specity repository:

Virginia Depar timent. of Historic Resources

221 Governor Street

10. Geographical Data

Richmond, Virginia 23219

Acreage of.property liess than one acre,

UTM References
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' DSee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries correspond to the boundaries of tax parcel #527~(A)=48,

DSee continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries were chosen to include the building and its immediate site.

[:]See continuation sheet

11, Form Prepared By

nameftitle _Gi hson Worsham

Organization _G_j_b_s_u_n__m{_]_r_shnm, Architect

date _June 1988

straet & number _Route 2, Yellow Sulphur Spripgg

telephone (703} 552.4730

city ortown _Chrigtiansburg

state Vireginia

zip code 24073
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