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This form is for use in nominating or requesting detorminations of etigibility for Individual proparties or districts. See instructions in Guldelines
for Complating Netiona! Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complate sach item by marking ''x*' in the appropriate box of by entering
tha requested information. If an itern does not apply to the propeny being documented, enter "N/A" for 'not applicable.” For lunclions, styles, matsrials,
and areas of significance, anler only the categories and subcategories hsted in (he instruclions. For additional space use continuation sheets

(Form 10-800a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property

historic name Surface House

other names/site number 154~43
]

2. Locsation Third house on soall side of High Street cast of

street & number nnnt Srrper. , N/A L] not for publication

N/A 1 _Jvicinity

city. town  Cihrigrj anahurg -
state Yirginio code _yp county Manigamery code |2 | zip code 24073
3, Classitication
Ownarship of Property Categary of Propeity Number of Resourcas within Property
[ X]private (] butding(s) Conlributing Noncontributing
[ publiclocal [ district ] : Q____ buitdings
[ }public-State D site 0 Q sites
(] public-Federai [ Istructure 0 Q structures

(] object 0 Q0 objects

1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously

Name of refated multiple property listing: Prehistoric and
listed in the Nafional Register ___O

Biginric Reseurces of Monlgomerv Count y

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

-

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby centify thal this
@nomination Drequesl for determination of eligibility meets the documenlation standards {or registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

[ . R
In my apinion, the property mmee!s L _1does not meel the National Register critena. DSee continuation shost.

Signature of cerutying official Date

Virginia Department of Historic Resources

State ofr Fegeral agency and bureau

in my opinion, the property D meets Ddoes not meet the Nalional Register crileria. L__lSue continuation shesl,

Signature of commenting or ather ofticial Dale

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, ceruify that this propenrty is:
Gentered in the National Register

D See contincalion sheet, i L
[:)‘deiormmed eligible for the National

Register. | See continuation sheet e N
[Jaetermined not eligible for the

National Register. e e e -

Dremoved from the National Register e
Dolher. {explain:)

Signature ol the Keepar g Dale of Action




6. Function or Use .

Historic Functions (enler categoriss from instructions) Current Functions {anter ca'iegoritas from instructions)
Domestic: Single Dwelling Domestic: Single Dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classitication Matarials (enter categories from insiruclions)
{enter categories from instruclions)

foundation _Stone: - limestone
Other: Deuble-pile center passage plan walls _Wood: _weatherboard
~ roof asphalt
' other

Describe present and hisloric physical appearance.

This one-story frame house is located on High S$Street at the
crest of Zion Hill between™ Cambria and Christiansburg, not far
from the 0ld Christiansburg Institute (listed on the National
Register in 1979), which is also on High Street. The well
preserved and  recently restored house exhibits the relatively
unusual chimney placement between the pair of rooms on each side
of the central passage. The hipped roof is surrounded by pairs
of ornamental brackets in the eaves that also decorate the
pedimented four-bay porch. The porch is supported by four
chamfered columns. The windows, which are centered in the
outside walls of each xoom, are fitted with four-over-four
double-hung sash surmounted by carved label molds. In recent
years a one-story wing has been added, blending carefully with
the building's design on the south side away from the street

front. A shed on the rear ({east) is an enclosed porch from the
late nineteenth century. The house stands on a well built stone
foundation.

The interior is well preserved and features plastered walls,
molded door and window trim and molded baseboards. Italianate
mantels stand in each front (west) room. The center-passage
contains no stairway. The present owners have carefully restored
the house. ‘

[ ) see continuation sheset



8. Statement of Signilicance

Certifying dHicial has considered the significance of this property in relation to other propetties:

[Jnationally [ statewide X locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [:] A D B @ C [:_] D
Criteria Considerations {(Exceptions) L 1A [ 18 [ Jc [Jo [ [JF [la

Areas of Significance {enter categories from instructions) Period of Signiticance Signbi’fi/c:nt Dates
Architecture ca. 1870

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person . Architect/Builder
N/A unknown

State significance of property, and justity criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

I

The house is significant under criterion C as an important
and well preserved dwelling representing the double-pile center-
passage form from the nineteenth century. Thirteen such houses
from the period 1865-1900 were identified in the county that are
of one and two stories (five masonry and seven frame); this is
the only one-story example. Only a small percentage of the
seventeen houses of this type from any period predating the first
guarter of the twentieth century have the chimneys located
between the front and rear rooms.

A larger number of houses of the double-pile center-passage
plan were identified (thirty-seven one-story and forty two-story
examples) among the largely unornamented dwellings built of light
sawn lumber in the county, as the house type reached its period

of greatest popularity between 1880 and 1940. This heavily
ornamented example is one of the best preserved, and is the only
frame example of - the two one-story examples dating prior to

1880. The recent addition to the south end faces away from the
street, and is designed in such a way as to not compromise the
visual integrity of the significant elements of the dwelling.

The house was referred to in a deed from Eugenia Surface and
her husband, Frank, as "our residence property" when it was sold
to G. T. Surface in 1916 (Deed Book 65, p. 563). The house and
grounds were inherited by G. T. Surface's two children, Mary
Elizabeth and Thomas, after their mother's death in 1966. Mary
Elizabeth Surface Karr purchased her brother's share the
following year. Her son, Thomas F. Karr, sold the lot and house
to the present owner, Alan Gillis, in 1979. The Gillises have
carefully restored the house.

DSee continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Harman, William. Intervicw, July, 1988.

Mont oomery County NDeed Books.

. D See continuation sheet '
Previous documentation on file (NPS): 4

[:]preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 87) ' Primary location of additional data:
has been requested X state historic preservation office
[:]previously listed in the National Register D Other Stale agency
Dpreviously detarmined eligible by the National Register [l Federal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark ' l:l Local government
Drecorded by Historic American Buildings [ Juniversity
Survay # D Othear
Drecorded by Historic American Engineering Specity repaository:
Pecord # Virpinia Department of pisroric RESOUrCes ..
221 Governor Street
10. Geographical Data Richmond, vA 23219

ACreageot propeny _] 2s8s (’han One_acre.

UTM References

ALty Lala 20300 1ail pola® o S TS O SR TR N N VR BT
Zone  Easling Norhing Zone  Easting Nerthing

el Pl b b e ol N B N ST R B O A AT O

[ 1see continuation sheet

Vearbal Boundary Description

Beginning at point A on the south side of High Street 30 feet west ond 25 feet north of
northwest corner of the house proceeding 100 feet south to point B, thence east 90 feet

to point C, thence north 100 feet to point I on the south side of Bigh Street, thence west
90 feet to the point of origin. ’

DSaa continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries were chosen to include the house and its immediate domestic-related area.

[:] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte _Cihson Worsham

organization Gihson Worsham - Archileet . date _June 1988

street & number _Loute 2, Yellow Sulphur Spriogs teluphone (703 552-4730

city or town _Christiansbhurg ‘ state Virpinia zip code 24073
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1965

-§100000e
\ 09 7 552410 41cP0°70
/N 3 a8 Vo 2. 37°07'30"
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— Lt
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=
1 KILOMETER EPRINGES COTTICE , . .
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ANDARDS QUADRANGLE LOCATION
GINIA 22092 N3707.5—wW8022.5/7.5
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