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6. Functlon or Use 
Historic Functions (enler categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)" 

D o m e s t i c :  S i i ~ g l r  1 ) w e l l i n g  . - .- .. I,i,nic?st~ic : S i  ng l  r D w e l l i n g  

7. Description 
Architectural Classificalion Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from inslructions) 

foundation S lent> : I i mes tone  
Othe r :  Di,...ilhl e - p i  1 e c e n t e r  pass i igc  p l ; ~ n  walls W<)od: wea th t , rboard  

roof a s l ~ h a l  t. 

olher 
.- 

-- 
Describe present and hisloric physical appearance. 

This one-story frame house is located on High Street at the 
crest of Zion Hill between'-Cambria and Christiansburg, not far 
from the Old Christiansburg Institute (listed on the National 
Register in 1979), which is also on High Street. The well 
preserved and recently restored house exhibits the relatively 
unusual chimney placement between the pair of rooms on each side 
of the central passage. The hipped roof is surrounded by pairs 
of ornamental brackets in the eaves that also decorate the 
pedimented four-bay porch. The porch is supported by four 
chamfered columns. The windows, which are centered in the 
outside walls of each room, are fitted with four-over-four 
double-hung sash surmounted by carved label molds. In recent 
years a one-story wing has been added, blending carefully with 
the building's design on the south side away from the street 
front. A shed on the rear (east) is an enclosed porch from the 
late nineteenth century. The house stands on a well built stone 
foundation. 

The interior is well preserved and features plastered walls, 
molded door and window trim and molded baseboards. Italianate 
mantels stand in each front (west) room. The center-passage 
contains no stairway. The. present owners have carefully restored 
the house. 

0 See continuation sheel 



. Ststement of Significance 
Cerlifying OHiciai has considered the significance of this property in relation lo other properties: 

nalionally U stalewide [X/ locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria UA 0 8  mc OD 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) UA B OC D E OF OG 
Areas of Significance (enter calegories from inslructions) 

A r c h i t e c t u r e  
Perlod o l  Significance Significant Dates 

ca.  1870 N / A  

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person ArchilecVBuilder 
X / :, i ~ n k n ~ > w n  

Slate significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The house is significant under criterion C as an important 
and well preserved dwelling representing the double-pile center- 
passage form from the nineteenth century. Thirteen such houses 
from the period 1865-1900 were identified in the county that are 
of one and two stories (five masonry and seven frame); this is 
the only one-story example. Only a small percentage of the 
seventeen houses of this type from any period predating the first 
quarter of the twentieth century have the chimneys located 
between the front and rear rooms. 

A larger number of houses of the double-pile center-passage 
plan were identified (thirty-seven one-story and forty two-story 
examples) among the largely unornamented dwellings built of light 
sawn lumber in the county, as the house type reached its period 
of greatest popularity between lRRO and 1940. This heavily 
ornamented example is one of the best preserved, and is the only 
frame example o f  the two one-story examples dating prior to 
1880. The recent addition to the south end faces away from the 
street, and is designed in such a way as to not compromise the 
visual integrity of the significant elements of the dwelling. 

The house was referred to in a deed from Eugenia Surface and 
her husband, Frank, as "our residence property" when it was sold 
to G. T. Surface in 1916 (Deed Book 65, p. 563). The house and 
grounds were inherited by G. T. Surface's two children, Mary 
Elizabeth and Thomas, after their mother's death in 1966. Mary 
Elizabeth Surface Karr purchased her brother's share the 
following year. Her son, Thomas F. Karr, sold the lot and house 
to the present owner, Alan Gillis, in 1979. The Gillises have 
carefully restored the house. 

Osee continuation sheet 



9. Major Blb l iographica l  References - 
liarman, !+ i l  I i a m .  I n t . e r v i c > w ,  J u l y ,  1088. 

n t c r  Cottn t y I l ced  Hooks .  

C] See continuation sheet 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): , 
npre l im inary  determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data: 

has been requested [X/ State historic preservation office 
 previously listed in the National Register Other Stale agency 
nprev ious ly  determined eligible by the National Register Federal agency 
=designated a National Historic Landmark Local government 
o r e c o r d e d  by Historic American Buildings University 

Survey II Other 
D reco rded  by Historic American Engineertng Specify repository: 

Record # . ~ .- ~ i r e i n i a  DeparWnt ,,f urt,ric Resources ,.; 
2 2 1  G o v e r n o r  S t r e e t .  

10. Geographical  Data - Richoiond.  Vn 23219  
Acreage of property - 1  e s s  t h a n  ~neicje. 

UTM Relerences 
A LuJ j : 5 '  ! 4 1 . 1 1 . ~ ~ ~ ~ .  A B I L L  1 1  I I I 

Zone Easling North~ng Zone Easting 
! I -  

Northing 

C L - J  !.iLl.ii_LJ I ! l . . i . _ i L J  0 L..iJ i u  u 
n See continuation sheet 

. . - - - .- . .-.. 
Verbal Boundary Description 

B e g i n n i n g  :it p o i n t  A o n  t.hr S V L I L ~  s i d e  111 H i g h  SLrec!t  30 F e e t  west. o n d  25  f e e t  n o r t h  o f  
northwest c o r n e l -  of r h e  house  p r o c e r d i n j :  100 fc!c31. s i ~ i ~ t h  t o  p o i n t .  8,  t h e n c e  e a s t  90 f e e t  
t o  p o i n t .  C ,  [ .hence n o r t i 1  100 f e ~ t  I :  1 I) on tht! sout. l l  s i d e  of Big11 S t r e e t ,  t h e n c e  west 

90 f e e t  1.0 t h c  p o i n t  of  o r i g i n .  

O s e e  continuation sheet 

- -- 
Boundary Justification 

Thc. b o u n d a r i e s  wrrc  chosen  117 i n c l u d 1 7  r l lc  ho l tse , ~ n d  i t s  i m r n e d i ~ t e  d o m e s t i c - r e l a t e d  area. 

O ~ e o  continualion sheet 

11. F o r m  Prepared B y  

name/title A lhqi~n IJc\r<hnm - 
organization XJJ>~C,I, I J r ~ r c & x ~ i - c i u . r  date Jul l l .  1988 
street 8 number -Kott t e 7. Y r l l u!,i Su l . i ~ u ~ . S ~ L i u l : ; - - - -  lolttphone ( 7 r l 1 )  552- ' :?? '?  
city or town -rc7 - slate -1 i n zip code 





ANDARDS 
GlNlA 22092 
VILLE, VIRGINIA 22903 
WBLE ON REQUEST Boundary lines shown in purple compiled from latest 

information available from the controlling authority 

j) Interstate Route U U S Route 0 State Route 

BLACKSBURG, VA. 




