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VIRGINIA IRON INDUSTRY 

The iron industry played a vital role in the historical development of the United States economy and 
society. The expansion of American industrialization began with the dramatic growth of the iron industry in the 
late nineteenth century, primarily in Pennsylvania. The growth of the industry depended on the development of 
large-scale high-output equipment and operations, and the management systems required to most effectively 
manipulate them. Although Pennsylvania and Ohio came to dominate the industry, much of the history of 
America's iron industry was played out in Virginia. 

The more than 300 year development of Virginia's iron industry is marked by several distinct historical 
periods. Despite this, throughout most of its history in the state--and until the final phase in the late nineteenth 
century--iron manufacturing technology itself changed very little. At the same time that other iron centers of the 
world developed and implemented new technologies to increase furnace output or efficiency, most Virginia 
companies tended to be isolated by geography and restricted by the lack of adequate transportation. Virginia 
companies did not feel the need to develop improved technologies; they could easily meet the changing demand 
for their product with an increase or decrease in the number of furnaces. As a result of these factors, the state 
tended to maintain relatively consistent technologies. 

Significant examples of the iron industry can still be found across Virginia. Ten iron furnaces on the 
George Washington and Jefferson National Forests in western Virginia were surveyed for nomination to the 
National Register of Historic Places as part of this multiple resource nomination. Figure 1 shows the location of 
these furnaces in relation to other historic furnaces in Virginia. The ten properties include: 

Australia Furnace, Alleghany County (03-0098) 

Callie Furnace, Botetourt County (1 1-0065) 

Catawba Furnace, Botetourt County (1 1-0040) 

Catherine Furnace, Page County (69-0130) 

Elizabeth Furnace, Shenandoah County (85-0940) 

Glenwood Furnace, Rockbridge County (81-00104) 

Mt. Tony Furnace, Augusta County (07-0871) 

Raven Cliff Furnace, Wythe County (98-214) 

Roaring Run Furnace, Botetourt County (1 1-0063) 

Van Buren Furnace, Shenandoah County (85-0051) 


















































































