United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Section E  Page 1 Public Schools of Richmond, Virginia

SUMMARY

The Richmond Public Schools Multiple Property Group is
locally significant and fulfills Criteria A and C for 1listing
in the National Register of Historic Places. The properties
included are associated with events and patterns of development
significant to the development of public education in the City
of Richmond during the period 1869 to 1930. The properties
have additional significance as good examples of public school
architecture. They frequently have further architectural
significance for their detailing, embodiment of an important
style or material, or their association with a significant
architect.

As required by the National Register of Historic Places,
the Multiple Property Nomination for the Richmond Schools 1is
organized around historic contexts. Historic contexts define
the time, place, and themes associated with a historic
property. As additionally required under the guidelines,
information about the historical and physical development of
the city and the relationship between these developments and
public education is included.

Historic Background: The Development of the City of Richmond

Richmond was founded in 1737 at a set of falls which
marked the innermost navigable portion of the James River at
the time. Because of its central location and significance as a
distribution point, it was chosen as the capital of Virginia in
1779.

From 1779 until the Civil War, Richmond experienced
continuous population growth and economic expansion, stimulated
by its political importance and emergence as a center of
commerce, industry, and transportation. Between 1800 and 1820
production of corn and wheat flour, cotton textiles, soap and
candles, carriages, and tobacco processing became important
local industries. During the 1820s important financial
institutions were organized.

In the 1830s transportation improvements served as a
catalyst for lively population and industrial expansion over
the next two decades. In 1834 the first railroad reached
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Richmond. The following year, the James River and Kanawha
Canal Company expanded the local canal system, creating a
system of navigable waterways which extended two hundred miles
west. Docks along the river were improved and  ‘teamship
transportation became available to Norfolk and Baltimore. Major
industries included flour mills, iron and foundry works, and
tobacco. The tobacco industry was the most important. By 1859
there were 59 factories in the city producing a variety of

tobacco products.

The history of Richmond during the Civil War is
well-known. As the <capital of the Confederacy, the city
remained a military objective throughout the war. Much of its
commercial core was destroyed by the Evacuation Fire of 1865.
The Reconstruction Period followed from 1865 to 1870.

Between 1870 and 1900 Richmond emerged as the second
largest manufacturing city in the south. Following the war,
railroads quickly supplanted the river as the principal avenue
of transportation. By the 1880s there were six lines to the
city. Rail connections were made to Washington and the
industrial Northeast. The Chesapeake and Ohio reached the coal
fields of West Virginia. Tobacco processing remained the major
industry. An estimated 60 percent of the state tobacco crop
was inspected at Richmond. Cigarettes, chewing and smoking
tobacco were among the products manufactured in hundreds of
local factories. Foundries and machine shops, fertilizer
production, printing, publishing, and paper, wagon, and
carriage manufacturing were other important activities.
Population growth paralleled the rapidly expanding economy. In
1880 the population was 63,000. It increased by approximately
twenty-five percent over the next decade to more than 81,000 in
1890. Population expansion fueled the 1local construction
industry. Most Dbuilding materials were produced locally from
lumber mills and brick factories. Brick manufacturing became a
major industry during the 1870s. Granite was quarried at the

edge of the city.

Between 1890 and 1920 the population of Richmond more than
doubled, reaching 171,667 in 1920. Adjoining Henrico,
Chesterfield, and Hanover counties became part of metropolitan
Richmond. Portions of Henrico County were annexed to the city
in 1906 and 1912. Tobacco manufacturing continued as the
leading industry. Major companies such as Liggett and Myers,
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R.J. Reynolds, P. Lorillard, and American Tobacco Company were
located in the city. Insurance and finance remained significant
economic activities. Richmond’s importance as a financial
center was symbolized by 1its selection as a federal reserve
district in 1914. The city also was a railroad hub served by
six railroads, including the Southern Railway Company, the
Atlantic Coastline, and the Seaboard Air Line, which was
headquartered at Richmond.

During the 1920s the economy and population continued to
expand. By 1930 the population of Richmond was 182,929 and
that of the metropolitan area numbered over 256,000. Tobacco
manufacturing remained the principal industry. The Phillip
Morris Company began producing cigarettes in 1929, and expanded
its production during the next decade. Also in 1929 the E.I.
DuPont Company opened a huge rayon yarn plant in Chesterfield
County, just beyond the present southern boundary of Richmond.

Richmond fared better than most cities during the 1930s.
The expansion of tobacco manufacturing and new industries,
especially DuPont, mitigated the effects of the Great
Depression. Since World War II Richmond has remained a center
of state and 1local government, education, commerce and
industry, and Virginia’s most populous city.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND

The city of Richmond is located in central Virginia along
the James River. 1Its location was selected in 1737 because of
its position at a series of falls which marked the innermost
navigable point of the river at the time. From its founding to
the early twentieth century, the concentrated development of
the city spread in an east-west direction. Natural features,
particularly hills, wvalleys, ravines, <creeks, and ponds,
frequently defined sections, neighborhoods, and subdivisions of
the city. The major historic sections of the city are the East
End, Central Richmond surrounding the state capitol, Jackson
Ward, and West End. Following the Civil War, public schools
became an integral part of the development of historic sections
and neighborhoods in Richmond and often contributed to their
identity.




United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section E  Page 4 Public Schools of Richmond, Virginia

The East End of Richmond includes the oldest sections of
the city. The Shockoe Valley is the historic heart of Richmond
and separates the East End from central Richmond.
Topographically, it 1is defined by Church Hill to the east and
Shockoe Hill to the west. 1In 1737, the original town plan was
laid out 1in Shockoe Valley. This area extended west to east
from 17th to 25th streets and south from Broad Street to the
James River. The town plan was grid-pattern in form, consisting
of thirty-two squares, four wide by eight long. North-south
streets were numbered and east-west streets were organized
alphabetically. This area defined the original limits of the
city when it was incorporated in 1742.

Although many of the oldest buildings in the city remain
in Shockoe Valley, fire, floods, the passage of time, and
commercial and industrial development have resulted in the

removal of much of the historic building stock. No historic
schools remain in this historically important section of the
city.

East of Shockoe Valley arose the historical sections of
Church Hill, Union Hill and Shed Town. Church Hill developed
as a continuation of the original plan to the east. Church Hill
is the section concentrated around St. Johns Church and is
roughly bounded by Franklin Street on the south, Jefferson
Avenue and Leigh Street on the north, and 21st and 31th on the
west and east respectively.

Part of Church Hill was annexed into the city in 1780 and
the remainder in 1867. Most of Church Hill developed from 1819
until the Civil War, by which time few vacant lots remained.
It, together with Union Hill, contains one of the finest
concentrations of early to mid-nineteenth century domestic
architecture 1in the United States. Moreover, three historic
schools (Belleview, George Mason, and Bowler (Springfield))
remain there.

Union Hill is closely associated with Church Hill. It is
bordered on the west by Shockoe Valley, on the south by
Jefferson and M Streets, on the north by the corporate limits
of the city and O Street, and on the east by an alley between
27th and 28th streets. Union Hill originally encompassed
several hills which were gradually integrated 4into a single
physical entity. It was originally separated from Church Hill



































































