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Multiple Property Documentation

E. Statement of Historic Contexts, continued

Davis. Virginia state senator Andrew Clark, and Senator Barkley, participated in the unveiling ceremony that was only
one event in a three-day celebration by the Virginia Division of the UDC. While praising Davis, Barkley also praised
the “united Nation” and noted, “I'm proud to feel that our Nation today, from every section, has given of our blood,
toil and resources so that the rest of the world can know democracy and freedom.”

Although the name of the Highway has faded from the road maps, some parts of the Jefferson Davis Highway still
carry the name. Much of U.S. 1 in Southside Richmond, for example, is named “Jefferson Davis Highway.” The
portion of the old Jefferson Davis Highway in Alabama from Selma to Montgomery is probably its best known
segment. That part of Highway 80 was the route followed by the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 1965 Voting
Rights March. Now designated as a National Historic Trail it is viewed as a symbol of freedom. In Virginia the
markers erected by the UDC along the roadway still bear witness to the named highways chapter in America’s
transportation history and the UDC’s particular efforts to create a lasting memorial to the President of the
Confederacy.






























