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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND D R 8 G I N A L  (If  ~ O Y O )P H I . I I C I L  APPEARANCE 

The main house a t  Swannanoa is a b e a u t i f u l l y  s i t u a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  of whi te  
Georgia marble i n  the  s i x t e e n t h  century  I t a l i a n  Renaissance s t y l e ,  
reminiscent of the  V i l l a  Medici i n  Rome. The facade of t h e  house is 
composed of a  three-s tory ,  f i v e  bay c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  flanked by two. 
protruding four - s to ry  towers. A t  each corner  of the  facade i s  a two-story 
pav i l ion ,  making the  whole facade n ine  bays wide. F i l l i n g  i n  the  space 
between t h e  towers i s  a one-story vaulte,l arcade which connects a t  e i t h e r  
end wi th  a n  open g a l l e r y  cont inuing aroL>,.;tach corner  of the  facade. As 
a r e s u l t  of t h e  combination of a rcade  an i l l e r i e s ,  the  rooms on the  fron:  

'of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e  shaded. The a rch  t u r a l  decora t ion  on the  whole 
of t h e  e x t e r i o r  i extremely r i c h .  biavini. v a r i e t y  of types of window 
enframements and : r f a c e  t reatment .  

The i n t e r i o r  of Swannanoa i s  f i n e l y  appointed wi th  c o s t l y  ma te r i a l s .  The 
outs tanding f e a t u r e  i s  a huge Tiffany s t a i n e d  g l a s s  window on t h e  landing 
of the  double s t a i r c a s e  a t  one end of the  very l a r g e  c e n t r a l  h a l l .  The 
p r i n c i p a l  rooms include the  F lo ren t ine  s t y l e  oak paneled d in ing  room, the  
gold damasked Louis XV music room, a P e r s i a n ' s t y l e  o f f i c e ,  and an  I t a l i a n  
s t y l e  l i b r a r y .  The second f l o o r  con ta ins  six p r i n c i p a l  bedrooms, wi th  
va r ious  d res s ing  rooms and bathrooms. 

The t e r raced  I t a l i a n  s t y l e  garden a t  the r e a r  of the  house i s  e s p e c i a l l y  
noteworthy. A long pergola ac ross  t h e  end of t h e  last t e r r a c e  sepa ra te s  
t h e  formal garden from an  informal park,  i n  which i s  s i t u a t e d  a very t a l l  
campanile- l ike water  tower. 
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Swannanoa was designed by the  Richmond a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i rm of Baske rv i l l  
and Noland a s  a summer home f o r  the  Richmond r a i l r o a d  magnate, Major James 
Dooley. The house and i t s  gardens, loca ted  on the  c r e s t  of t h e  Blue 
Ridge Mountains overlooking the  Shenandoah and Rockfish Valleys, took 
seve ra l  y e a r s  t o  cons t ruc t ,  and were completed by 1913. Af te r  the  propert) ,  
passed from the  Dooley family i n  the  19201s,  i t  was made i n t o  an  exc lus ive  
c lub ,  and i t  was during t h i s  period t h a t  Pres ident  Calvin Coolidge spen t  
a Thanksgiving holiday there .  Swannanoa i s  now owned by the  Univers i ty  
of Science and Philosophy, and i s  maintained a s  a c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r  and 
museum of t h e  works of t h e  s c u l p t o r ,  Walter Russel l .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  being an important p iece  of e c l e c t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  t h e  
house, i n  i ts  b e a u t i f u l  s e t t i n g ,  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  example of a g r e a t  s u m e l  
v i l l a  of t h e  Edwardian e ra .  Though generous i n  conception, Swannanoa i s  
a re f ined  and d i g n i f i e d  work, and i t  reinains one of the  most complete and 
though t fu l ly  handled '%ilded Age" e s t a t e s  i n  Virg in ia .  
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