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i I .  DESCRIPTION - "-. 
1 (check --I one) ! 

F o s t e r ' s  C a s t l e  is located i n  the  spa r se ly  populated northwest sec t ion  
of New KcnL County. The bu i ld ing  s t ands  amid c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d s  whose 
l imits , .  now a s  i n  the  seventeenth century ,  a r e  formed by the  Pamunkcy 
River t o  t l i c n o r t h ,  marshland t o  the  eas, t  and west ,  and i r r e g u l a r  t e r r a i n  
t o  the  south. Although the  bui ld ing  has  sus t a ined  cons iderable  a l t e r a t i o n ,  
most of the  e x t e r i o r  f a b r i c  has survived,  and the  o r i g i n a l  appearance of 
the  house i s  obvious. 

The T-shaped b r i c k  bu i ld ing ,  cons t ruc ted  as one o r  one-and-a-half 
s t o r i e s  wi th  two-story c e n t r a l  p r o j c c t i o n  a t  t he  f r o n t ,  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  
neighboring C r i s s  Cross. The main body of the  house was r a i s e d  t o  a f u l l  
two s t o r i e s  wi th  a  low pi tched roof i n  1873, and window openings were 
a l t e r e d .  The o r i g i n a l  brickwork, t h a t  had bcen whitewashed p r i o r  t o  t h e  
a l t e r a t i o n ,  c o n t r a s t s  with t h e  dark r cd  brickwork.used t o  f i l l  i n  
window openings and r a i s e  t h e  wal ls .  The o ld  s t e e p  roof l i n e  can be seen 
on the  i n t e r i o r  of the  end w a l l s ,  where t h e  n ine teen th  century  masonry is  
not  a s  th i ck  a s  the  o r i g i n a l  work. 

The e a r l i e r  roof is s a i d  t o  have had four dormer windows; t h e s e  may 
havc bcen r a r e  seventeenth-century examples o r  they may have been l a t e r  
add i t ions .  Except f o r  t h r e e  small  f i r s t - f l o o r  end windows, whose arched 
openings a r c  o r i g i n a l ,  b u t  whose frames and sash  appear t o  d a t e  from t h e  
e a r l y  n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,  a l l  window openings have been a l t e r e d .  Both f ron  
and back w a l l s  were p ie rced  by two l a r g e  openings t h a t  had t o  be p a r t i a l l y  
f i l l e d  i n  be fo re  t h e  1873 windows could be added. Each of t h e  f o u r  opening: 
(one now: destroyed o r  obscured by a mid-twentieth century  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  
back) must have he ld  a  s e r i e s  of perhaps t h r e e  v e r t i c a l  windows, probably 
casement wi th  leaded panes. The f i l l i n g  i n  a t  t h e  s i l l  and l i n t e l  l e v e l s  
of a l l  v i s a b l e  window openings may rep resen t  evidence of an  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
t reatment  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  seen i n  t h e  window surrounds on the  second f l o o r  
of Bacont -Cas t le  i n  Surry County. The main ent rance  t o  t h e  house i s ,  a s  
i t  was o r i g i n a l l y , t h r o u g h  t h e  two-story projec t ion .  The two s i d e  windows 
on the  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  p r o j c c t i o n  and the  t h r e e  windows on t h e  second 
l e v e l  have bcen s l i g h t l y  r e loca ted ,  but  they a r e  i n  t h e  same genera l  posi- 
t i o n ,  and a r e  of approximate s i z e  of the  o r i g i n a l s .  An i n t e r e s t i n g  d e t a i l ,  
now su rv iv ing  only i n  o u t l i n e ,  :ras t h e  round window i n  t h e  gab le  of the  
porch chamber. 

The t rea tment  of t h e  s t r i n g  course is a no tab le  e x t e r i o r  f e a t u r e  of 
t h e  house, and t h e r e  a r e  period p a r a l l e l s  i n  England and Vi rg in ia .  Althoug' 
p a r t i a l l y  covered by a modern porch, i t  can be seen t h a t  t h e  two course  
th i ck  s t r i n g e r  wraps around the  two-story p r o j e c t i o n  between f i r s t  and 
second f l o o r s ,  breaking upward a t  a  r i g h t  angle above t h e  doorway t o  
emphasize t h a t c e n t r a l i z e d  f ea tu re .  The same motif.-was used on t h e  west 
wa l l  of C a r t e r ' s  Creek i n  Gloucester  County, and one i s  a l s o  seen  on Cr i s s  
Cross'  p ro jec t ion ,whi leamoree labora te  ve r s ion  embell ishes t h e  ent rance  
t o  Bacon's Cast le .  Unlike Criss Cross, t h e  b r i c k  gable  of t h e  p ro jec t ion  
survivcs  h e r e ,  and i t s  base is marked by another  two-course t h i c k  s t r i n g e r .  
Also u n l i k e  Cr i s s  Cross, F o s t e r ' s  C a s t l e ' s  end chimneys a r e  i n t e r i o r ,  and 
t h e  unbroken end w a l l s  a r e  marked by a s t r i n g e r  between the  f i r s t  f l o o r  
and g a r r e t  l e v e l s .  The chimney s t a c k s  a r e  r e b u i l t ,  a t  l e a s t  above r i d g e  
l eve l .  

The brickwork e x h i b i t s  an  unusual s e l e c t i o n  of bonds. The bond of the  
f r o n t  ( south)  wa l l  and two-story p r o j e c t i o n  atiove t h e  wa te r t ab le  is Flemish 
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STATEMENT O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  I 
Coloncl Joseph Fos te r  is bel ieved t o  have b u i l t  t he  C a s t l e  bettreen 

1685 and 1690, al though t h c  l o s s  of Ncvr Kent County records  i n  t h e  War 
Bctween t h e  S t a t e s  nalccs d c f i n i t e  a t t r i b u t i o n  d i f f i c u l t .  Fos te r  was a  
f i r s t  gene ra t ion  English emigrant ,  coming from Netuport, Southampton. He 
reprcsented  Nevr Kcnt County a s  a  burgcss i n  1688, 1696, and 1700-1702, and 
was a county s h e r i f f ,  j u s t i c e ,  and l i eu tenan t -co lone l  of t h e  m i l i t i a .  He 
was appointed vestryman o f  S a i n t  P e t e r s  P a r i s h  i n  1690 and Church Warden 
i n  1692, and he  ac ted  a s  supe rv i so r  of t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h c  p resen t  
S a i n t  P c t e r s  i n  1701-1703. Fos te r  d ied  about  1715, leaving  i ssue .  

Later  owncrs of t h e  house were Mrs. Maria Brumley and William Payne 
Iqaring. The 1863 Gilmer Confederate map of New Kent l a b e l s  F o s t e r ' s  Cas t l e  
a s  "Brumley," and shov~s f o u r  bu i ld ings  t h e r e ,  one n c s t  t o  the  exis t ing-hous  
and two j u s t  t o  t h e  sou th -eas t ,  a c r o s s  t h e  p resen t  farm road. The proper ty  
was purchased by D r .  J.C. Gregozy i n  1872 and he  a l t e r e d  the  house i n  t h e  
next  ycar.  The Gregory fami ly  s t i l l  owns and occupies t h e  house. 

F o s t e r ' s  C a s t l e  s h a r e s  wi th  nearby C r i s s  Cross, t h e  Mathevr Jones 
llousc i n  Nevrport News, and Bacon's C a s t l e  i n  Surry County t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  
of being one of V i r g i n i a ' s  f o u r  su rv iv ing  Tudor-Stuart s t y l e  s t r u c t u r e s  
with porch p ro jec t ions .  Such houses,  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by two-story s i n g l e  
bay ent rance  p r o j e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of the  facade  appear to  r e p r e s e n t  
a  major seventeenth  and very  ea r ly -e igh teen th  cen tu ry  V i r g i n i a  bu i ld ing  
form. F o s t e r ' s  C a s t l e ,  w i t h  i t s  i n t e r e s t i n g  masonry a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  
is a r a r e  s u r v i v a l  of t h i s  d i s t i n c t i v e  and once-widespread form. 
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7. vrii-h ~ l n z c c l  hendcrs ,  a11 corner  headers and ::r~r:tc c looe r s  being glazed. 
This  Flemish bond is thc  most c a r e f u l l y  f in i shed  hriclcworlr on the  house, 
nl.tho~ip,h a l l  t h e  masonry i s  r e l a t i v e l y  crude. The .:~cl: and end v r n l l s  a r e  
l n i d  in Flemlch c r o s s  br,- ' I :  a l ternat i .nf i  rows of 0 1  -1:chcrs and s t r e t c h e r 1  
hcndcrn. Bclovr the  watt. t a b l e ,  a  mixture of bonds c u r s :  English on t h e  
west w a l l ,  predominantlj- lllemioh c ross  bond on the  . i s t  wa l l  and p a r t  of 
the  porch p r o j e c t i o n ,  and an unusual bond on the  n, r t h  and p a r t s  of the  
south  wall. comprioed of a l t e r n a t i n g  rows of s t r c l  ' icr? ,  vrith the  non- 
s t r e t c h e r  rows a l t e r n a t i n g  between headers  and s t l ~ l c h e r / h c a d e r s .  

The i n t e r i o r  was a l t e r e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  r a i s i n g  o i  i ! ) ?  robf.  One now 
e n t e r s  from the  enclosed porch chamber i n t o  a  cen t ra l  :,;air h a l l ,  a l though 
the  o r i g i n a l  p lan  may have resembled C r i s s  Cross, where ent rance  from the  
porch is d i r e c t l y  i n t o  the  l a r g e r  of tvio f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms. The s t a i r  i n  
the  c e n t r a l  h a l l  appears  t o  d a t c  from the  beginning of the  n ine teen th  
cen tu ry ,  al though it r e t a i n s  some e a r l i e r  forms. The s t a i r  c o n s i s t s  of a  
s h o r t  run ,  landing wi th  qua r t e r - tu rn ,  and the  nuin run  t o  t h e  second f l o o r ,  
The r a t h e r  heavily-molded hand r a i l  is supported by square  b a l u s t e r s  and 
posts.  The c a b i n e t r y  of the  s t a i r  is a  p leas ing  example of circn 1800 
work, with v e r t i c a l  r a i s e d  panels  and sawn brackets .  Firs t .  f l o o r  mantels ,  
i n  t h e  e a s t  and west rooms e x h i b i t  p i l a s t e r s  and reeding t y p i c a l  of 
about  the  same per iod ,  bu t  b racke t s  support iqgshelves above p lace  t h e i r  
d a t c  a t  c i r c a  1630-40. Doors vary i n  s t y l e  and d a t e ,  being contemporary 
7 

with  both t h e  s t a i r  and mantels.  
The basement, which is excavated only  under t h e  h a l l  and e a s t  room, 

i s  reached by an  e x t e r i o r  door i n  t h e  e a s t  wall. The opening may be 
o r i g i n a l ,  a l though t h e  door is not. 
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