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Criss Cross s t ands  on a  gent le  k n o l l  surrounded by c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d s  
' 

-and woodland and 1s reached by unpaved s t a t e  and p r i v a t e  roads. The house 
enjqrsan immcdi.atc environment whose c h a r a c t e r  has  changed l i t t l e  s i n c e  it 
ms b u i l t  l a t e  i n  t h e  seventeenth  century.  Although much a l t e r e d ,  t h c  
house r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  o v e r a l l  appearance and important  la te -seventeenth  
ccntury  d e t a i l i n g .  

The b r i ck  house is T-shaped i n  p l a n ,  and lilce nearby F o s t e r ' s  C a s t l e ,  
and the  Mather*. Jones llouse i n  Newport News, i t  was a  one o r  a one-and-a- 
h a l f - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  wi th  a  two-story s ingle-bay p r o j e c t i o n  i n  the  c e n t e r  of 
t h e  facade. The o r i g i n a l  wa l l s  a r e  Flemish bond wi th  g lazed  headers ,  con- 
s t r u c t e d  of unusual ly  t h i c k  b r i c k s ,  averaging 8 314" x  4 1/4" x  3 114". 
The x a t c r t n b l c  c o n s i s t s  of mixed Flemish and English bonds on t h e  main body 
of tlic house, w i th  predominantly Flemish on the  porch p ro jec t ion .  Much of 
the  brickwork of t h e  f r o n t  wa l l  of the  p r o j e c t i o n  has  been repl.aced, but  i t  

V) 
r e t a i n s  a  b e l t  course  t h a t  wraps around the  s i d e s  between thc  f i r s t  and 
second f l o o r s  and breaks upward on t h e  f r o n t p r o j e c t i o n  t o  emphasize t h e  m 
doorway. m 

The t h r e e  b r i c k  gab le s  were rep laced  wi th  wood i n  t h e  n ine teen th  - 
ccn tu ry ,  t h e  e a s t  end wal l  being completely r e b u i l t  i n  wood. A t  t h a t  time 
t h e  porch p r o j e c t i o n  was r a i s e d  s e v e r a l  f e e t  and given a  l e s s  s t e e p l y  Z 

pi tched  gab le  roof .  The b r i c k  e x t e r i o r  end chimneys a l s o  d a t e  from t h e  V) 

n ine teen th  century.  However,the o r i g i n a l  ones appa ren t ly  were i n  t h e  same I 
p o s i t i o n  s i n c e  t h e  i n t e r i o r  summer bean runs t h e  l eng th  of  t h e  rooms r a t h e r  
than being shor tened  bychimeys p r o j e c t i n g  inward. I n  t h e  same pe r iod ,  the 
e a s t e r n  h a l f  of  t h e  main body was r a i s e d  t o  two s t o r i e s .  The window openin s 
a r e  i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n s ,  bu t  t h e . t r i m  and sash  d a t e  from t h e  n 
n ine teen th  century.  Ex te r io r  r e s t o r a t i o n  i n  1953 removed t h e  a d d i t i o n  -I 
above t h e  porch chamber and r e tu rned  i t s  roof t o  t h e  approximate o r i g i n a l  - 
p i t ch .  Also dur ing  t h i s  r e s t o r a t i o n  t h e  frame second f l o o r  was removed 0 
from t h e  main body. The p i t c h  of t h e  western end of the  main roof i s  z 
bel ieved  t o  have remained unchanged, and Harden DeV. P r a t t ,  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  
a r c h i t e c t ,  found onc r a f t e r  i n  s i t u  t h a t  he be l ieved  t o  be o r i g i n a l .  The 
l a t e r  briclcworlc of t h e  f r o n t  wal l  of t h e  p r o j e c t i o n  was rep laced  wi th  new 
Flemish bond, a s  was the  frame e a s t  end. Wood was r e t a i n e d  a s  t h e  ma te r i a l  
of t h e  new g a b l e s ,  r a t h e r  than  r ebu i ld ing  them i n  br ick .  

. 
T r a d i t i o n  has  i t  t h a t  t h e  frame back wing was added i n  1790, and t h i s  

a d d i t i o n  appears  t o  have been r a i s e d  from one-and-a-half t o  two s t o r i e s  i n  
thc  second h a l f  of t h e  n ine teen th  century.  A s  p a r t  of t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of 
1953, t h e  back wing was encased i n  one s t o r y  o f  b r i ck  and given a  gambrel 

1 roof .  P r a t t  be l ieved  t h a t  he  found evidence of an o r i g i n a l  no r th  wing i n  

j t h e  briclcvrork of  t h e  n o r t h  wall .  Such a  wing, perhaps con ta in ing  t h e  

! 
o r i g i n a l  s t a i r ,  could have mirrored t h e  form of t h e  e x i s t i n g  porch chamber 
and formed a  genuine c r o s s  p l a n ,  b u t  no d e f i n i t e  evidence was recorded and 

! '  it can n o t  be s a f e l y a s s u m e d  t h a t  an o r i g i n a l  wing e x i s t e d  i n t ~ i s  loca t ion .  
! The o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  p lan  cons i s t ed  of a ha l l -and-par lor  on the  f i r s t  
? f l o o r ,  t h e  l a r g e r  room being entered  from t h e  enclosed porch chamber. With 
I t h e  1790 a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  en t r ance  f r o n t  was changed from t h e  south t o  the  

n o r t h ,  through t h e  new wing. A t  some p o i n t ,  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of t h e  la rge  
1 h a l l  room was p a r t i t i o n e d  off t o  form a  c e n t e r  h a l l  plan. The p a r t i t i o n  

1 was removed i n  t h e  r e c e n t  r e s t o r a t i o n  and t h e  main block of t h e  house was 
I . 












