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I DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

O l i v e t  P resby te r i an  Church i n  New Kent County, l i k e  many r u r a l  churches i n  Tide- 
water  Vi rg in ia ,  occupies an  i s o l a t e d  wooded s e t t i n g .  It is a sma l l ,  remarkably 
unchanged frame s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  1856 i n  the  Greek Revival s t y l e .  

S e t  c l o s e  t o  the  ground on a r e b u i l t  b r i c k  underpinning, t h e  temple-form bui ld ing  
has a  flush-boarded, pedimented p o r t i c o  wi th  four  f l u t e d  Greek Doric colunns 
s l a n t e d  forward a t  t h e  top ,  a  "refinement" observed i n  anc ien t  Greek temples 
a s  we l l .  This p o r t i c o  s h e l t e r s  a  two-bay, gable-end facade wi th  two ent rance  
doorways. Clad i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  unbeaded weatherboards, t h e  church i s  t h r e e  
bays long and has nine-over-nine s a s h  and louvred b l inds .  

The p lan  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  s i n g l e  l a r g e  room wi th  a  c losed  s t a i r  i n  t h e  southves t  
corner  leading  t o  a  ten-foot-deep sou th  g a l l e r y  wi th  a  "sheaf o f  wheat" ba lus t r ade .  
The o r i g i n a l  p la t form and l e c t e r n  s t and  a t  t h e  n o r t h  end. The l a t t e r  has a  
hexagonal applied-mold f a c e  panel f lanked by b u t t r e s s i n g  consoles.  The t r eads  
of t h e  two s t e p s  a t  e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  platform have dark marble iz ing ,  Or ig ina l  
o r  very  e a r l y  unanchored s l i p  pews f u r n i s h  t h e  main f l o o r  and the  g a l l e r y .  Those 
on t h e  main f l o o r  a r e  decorated wi th  g ra in ing  i n  i m i t a t i o n  of mahogany on the  
s t i l e s  and r a i l s  and i n  i m i t a t i o n  of b i rds ' s - eye  maple on the  panels  of the  pew 
ends. The same decora t ive  scheme is employed on t h e  ins ides  o f  the  e x t e r i o r  
doors. 

Since 1934 t h e  bu i ld ing  has been used f o r  annual memorial s e r v i c e s  only  bu t  is 
kept  i n  a  good s t a t e  o f  r e p a i r .  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

kilt i n  1856 i n  t h e  Greek Revival s t y l e ,  O l i v e t  Presbyter ian  Church i s  a par- 
t i c u l a r l y  handsome example of the  small  frame r u r a l  churches of t h e  mid-nine- 
t een th  century .  Its ex i s t ence  i n  Tidewater Vi rg in ia  i s  noteworthy s i n c e  few of 
i t s  type su rv ive  t h e r e .  Its t e t r a s t y l e  Doric p o r t i c o ,  i ts  o r i g i n a l  p u l p i t ,  and 
i t s  o r i g i n a l  pews w i t h  t h e i r  painted g ra in ing  a r e  among the  most s t r i k i n g  fea-  
t u r e s  of t h i s  l i t t l e - a l t e r e d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  gem. 

Presbyter ian  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  New Kent County a r e a  can be t r a c e d  t o  t h e  mid- 
e ighteenth-century  e f f o r t s  of the  famous preacher  Samuel Davies, a key Southern 
f i g u r e  i n  t h e  Great  Awakening, who organized t h e  Hanover Presbytery  i n  those 
years .  Davies' depa r tu re  f o r  the  presidency of Pr ince ton  l e f t  New Kent 
b e l i e v e r s  i n  d i s a r r a y ,  bu t  i n  1766 t h e  Rev. David Rice of Hanover made another  
at tempt t o  organize  d i s s e n t e r s  i n  New Kent County; t h i s  essay  was d i s rup ted  by 
t h e  Revolution. By 1800 h-esbyterians were again  meeting i n  the  county i n  S t .  
Pe te r ' s  Church, which had been abandoned by t h e  Episcopalians.  I n  1827 the  
"New Kent Church" was mentioned i n  Hanover Presbytery records  as  t h e  second 
o l d e s t  church i n  i ts  j u r i s d i c t i o n ;  i ts  s e n i o r i t y  was surpassed only  by Davies' 
own church. 

I n  1855 t h e  P resby te r i ans  decided t o  s e p a r a t e  from t h e  re juvenated  Episcopalians,  
w i th  whom they had been worshipping, and t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e i r  own bui ld ing .  
The s i t e  of a Methodist Church c a l l e d  M t .  Oliver. was purchased, and t h e  present  
Presbyter ian  church was e rec ted  and c a l l e d  by t h e  same name. The new build-  
ing c o s t  $1300 t o  b u i l d  wi th  a f u r t h e r  $1000 spent  on decora t ions ;  t h e  p l a s t e r -  
ing and c a r p e t s  were donated. The church 's  name was shortened t o  O l i v e t  soon 
a f t e r  i ts  completion. 

Disruptions caused by t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s  l e d  t o  a f a l l i n g - o f f  i n  member- 
s h i p  from which t h e  church never recovered al though t h e  bui ld ing  remained i n  
r egu la r  use  u n t i l  1934. I n  t h a t  year  psrmission was granted  f o r  t h e  congregation 
t o  change i t s  name t o  t h e  Providence Forge P resby te r i an  Church and t o  move t o  
t h a t  v i l l a g e .  S ince  then  t h e  bui ld ing  has been used f o r  memorial s e r v i c e s  
once a year .  
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