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{7. DESCRIPTION

(Chucl.( bne) ..
[ Excellent K] Good T} Fair ] Deteriorated {3 Ruins {7 Unexposed

CONDITION
{Check One) (Check One)
7 Altered K] Unaltered [ Moved B Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Brownsville is a two-story brick structure with a gable roof and one
interior end chimney. The walls are finely laid in Flemish bond with white
marble lintels over the windows. The off-center door on the land froat

is framed by a finely executed pedimented Doric portico with a Chinese
railing. The corresponding door on the ocean front had a similar portico,
but it has disappeared. A one-and-a-half story frame wing erected in 1809
contains the present dining room. Attached to the wing by an enclosed
passage is the kitchen, formerly located further from the house and moved
to its present location in the late-nineteenth century.

The chief distinction of Brownsville is the superlative Federal woodwork on
the interior. Especially notable is the drawing room trim with the applied
decoration on the mantel and the tassel-and-swag decoration on the chair
rail. The woodwork varies -in elaboration but not in quality throughout

the house. Both the interior and exterior of the house are in a fine state
of preservation.

The spacious shaded yard surrounding the house contains several outbuildings
and the family burying ground. The whole complex is set on a point of land

from which a broad prospect of the marshlands and islands separating the
house from the ocean is obtained.
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STATEMENT OF SIGRIFICANCE w -
The land on which the present Brownsville farm is. located was . included

in a 1262 acre tract, patented in 1652 by John Browne. .The property was
inherited by Browne's daughter Sara, wife of Arthur Upshur, and has
remained in the hands of their descendants to the present day, making it
one of the oldest family holdings in Virginia. The first building known
to have been built on the tract was a small frame dwelling, 25' x 35°,
with a brick dated 1691. This house, which was known as "Brownsville 01d
Hall," was originally located a short distance to the east of the present
house, but in 1898 it was moved across the creek and is pow in ruins.

The present brick house was built in 1806 by John Upshur at the relatively
high cost of $10,000. Because of the many relatives who shared his new
house, Upshur declared, "There is no place to put the sole of my foot,”

so in 1809 he added the one-and-a-half story frame wing. The main part

of Brownsville is an unusually carefuily built structure, constructed of
materials of the highest quality. The interior woodwork is considered to
rank among the most sophisticated and elaborate Federal woodwork on the
Eastern Shore. Many of the details are similar to thoese of woodwork found
in other important houses on the Shore such as Kerr Place, Wharton Place,
Eyre Hall, and Wesley. 1t would seem that these examples, as well as
others, were executed by a single talented craftsman who unfortunately

has not been identified. Despite the anonymity of Brownsville's designer
and builder, the house stands as a distinguished homestead for one of the
Eastern Shore's oldest families.
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U.8.G.8. 73' quadrangle (Scale:

1:24000)
Nassawadox, Va. (1942)

Brownsville
Latitude Longitude
NW 379 28t 33n 75 501 170

NE 370 281 33n
SE 379 27! 1350
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