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DESCAIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL [If known) PHYSIC AL APPEARANCE

Vaucluse is a complex, ell-shaped structure, the main axis of which runs
east-weast with the ell running north. The original unit is probably the
west end of the main block between the two chimneys and is frame with
clapboarding on a Flemish bond foundation with a brick end wall also in
Flemish bond. The gable roof has a modillioned cornice. The addition
on the east continues, generally, the original design, complete with
chimney in the brick end wall. The one-and-one-half story quarter
kitchen with brick ends to the north of the main block is connected

by a two-story ell, which was enlarged from a one-and-one-half story
hyphen. Other frame additions to the east either have been enlarged
..from earlier structures or so altered as to appear recent. The long
l:wo story square columed porch on the south was added by the present
owner. Althotigh sohe partitibh walls have been removed, woodwork remains
from the first half of the nineteerth bentury.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The property on which Vaucluse is ldgated was the home of the Upshur
family from 1768 until 1855. The property was purchased in 1768 by
Arthur Upshur IV, who left it to his son Littleton., It is thought that
the brickended section of the house was built by Littleton Upshur about
1784. 1In 1812 the land was partitioned inte eight parts according to
value, and the house and thirty acres were inherited by a son, Abel
Parker Upshur, who presumably built the addition to the house in 1829,
while the annex connecting the house with the old kitchen was probably
added in 1889.

Abel Parker Upshur (1790-1844) held many important positions in state

and national politics. 'A practicing attorney in Richmond from 1810 to
1824, he returned to his birthplace, Vaucluse, in 1824 and was elected

to the Virginia legislature. 1In 1826 he was appointed a judge of the
General Court, and three years later he was a member of the convention

to revise the State Constitution., When John Tyler assumed the presidency
following the death of President William Henry Warrison in 1841, Tyler
called Upshur to Washington to serve as his Secretary of the Navy;

during his two years in this position, Upshur was responsible for
strengthening and reforming the mavy. 1In 1843 he succeeded Daniel
Webster as Secretary of State, He negotiated the treaty, formally signed
on April 12, 1844, providing for the annexation of Texas as a territory
of the United States. He also began negotiations on a treaty to annex
the Oregon territory. His promising career was ended by an accident
aboard the U, S. S. Princeton on February 28, 1844, for Upshur was among
those killed when the '"Peacemaker' cannon exploded. Upshur was succeeded
as Secretary of State by John C. Calhoun, who revived the partisanship
which Upshur had been able to reconcile, and thus doomed the treaty to

de feat,

Vaucluse's complex plan is the result of a long period of growth, and

its development is difficult to pinpoint due to the stylistic insulation
characteristic of the Eastern Shore. Although the interior has had some
changes, the exterior retains most of the original style features which
could date the first construction at about 1784, when Littleton Upshur
inherited the property. The house is an important landmark on the
Eastern Shore and is remembered as the birthplace and home of Abel Parker
Upshur.




74 Madison: The State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1963,
Upshur, John Andrews, Upshur Family in Virginia.
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION
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[ﬁ. STATE LIAIEON OFFICER CERTIFICATTON

As the designated State Linison Officer for the Na-
tiona! Historic Preservation Act of 1066 (Pulic Law
£89.665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certily that il has been
m/lnlulted asccording to the critetis and procedures set

1 hereby (erufy thal thia property is mcluded in the

Nutional Register.
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fotth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of gignificance of this nomination is:

National (7] State [X] Local | ]
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Dr. Edward P, Alexander,lChairman J
ritte Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
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Keeper of The National Regiater

Date May 14, 1970 L[nte
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