


CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED XUNALTERED XDRIGINALSITE 
XGOOD -RUINS ALTERED - M O V E 0  OAT- 
-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Grapeland, a  f l a t ,  open t r a c t  of  land on the banks of  t h e  Occohannock Creek i n  
Northampton County, inc ludes  a  handsome dwelling house and two e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings .  
The two-story, three-bey, gable-roofed house i s  b u i l t  of  b r i c k  l a i d  i n  exception-  
a l l y  we l l - c ra f t ed  Flemish bond and i s  nea r ly  square.  It has  a  s tuccoed b e l t  
course and water  t a b l e  which a r e  re turned  a t  t h e  gable  ends and s tuccoed wooden 
l i n t e l s  w i th  "bul l ' s-eye" p a t e r a e  over  each of the  openings. The f i r s t - s t o r y  
windows have twelve-over-twelve sa sh ,  four  l i g h t s  wide (an unusua l  arrangement 
i n  Vi rg in i a ) ,  and the  second-story windows a r e  glazed wi th  twelve-over-eight  
sash .  Two i n t e r i o r  end chimneys crown t h e  r o o f ,  which i s  decora t ed  a t  t h e  eaves 
with a  handsome bracketed co rn ice  enriched wi th  g u i l l o c h e s ,  and w i t h  gouged swags 
i n  t h e  f r i e z e ,  between p a i r s  of brackets .  The gable  roof  of  a n  o r i g i n a l  porch 
surv ives  on t h e  south  ( land)  f r o n t ,  bu t  t h e  suppor ts  a r e  absen t .  A f ive -cour se ,  
American-bond b r i c k  wing was a t t ached  t o  t h e  e a s t  end of  t h e  house i n  t h e  mid- 
n ine teen th  century.  This is two bays long and has a  low, modern g a b l e  roof  
rep lac ing  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  which col lapsed .  

The p lan  of  Grapeland i s  an unusual one. A l o n g i t u d i n a l  p a r t i t i o n  s e t  s l i g h t l y  
e a s t  of  c e n t e r  s e p a r a t e s  t h e  main (north)  p a r l o r  and s t a i r  h a l l  on t h e  west f r o 3  
the  narrower (south)  d in ing  room and s m a l l e s t  (north)  chamber t o  t h e  e a s t .  There 
is a s i n g l e  room i n  t h e  wing. 

Decoration throughout t h e  house c o n s i s t s  of f l u s h  and recessed-panel  wa insco t ing  
of varying degrees o f  e l a b o r a t i o n .  I n  t h e  s t a i r  passage it is f l u s h  and has a  
pedes ta l  c h a i r  r a i l .  The door and window jambs a r e  t r e a t e d  a s  f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  
and run unbroken from t h e  f l o o r  t o  t h e  head of t h e  opening. There is a concen t r i c  
p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  medall ion.  The open-str ing,  L-plan s t a i r s  have a  recessed-panel  
s o f f i t ;  s c r o l l e d ,  p ie rced  b racke t s ;  two rec t angu la r  b a l u s t e r s  t o  a  t r e a d ;  Tuscan 
co lone t t e  newels; and a  round b a n i s t e r .  The r i s e r s  a r e  marble ized ,  and t h e  wain- 
s c o t  i s  c a r r i e d  up t h e  s t a i r s  wi th  a  h a l f - b a n i s t e r  and h a l f  newels corresponding 
t o  those on the  s t a i r  r a i l .  Mast of the  r a i l i n g  has been des t royed  by vandals ,  
bu t  p a r t s  o f  every  element remain, allowing an accura t e  assessment  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
appearance. 

The northwest  p a r l o r  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  room i n  t h e  house. The r ecessed ,  app l i ed -  
mold wainscot is capped by an e l a b o r a t e l y  molded c h a i r  r a i l ,  which is broken around 
the  symmetrically molded bases and jambs of  the  openings. Un l ike  t h e  o t h e r  rooms 
of the house, t h e  door and window frames here have no co rne r  p a t e r a e ;  r a t h e r ,  t h e  
symmetrical moldings a r e  arced around the  upper co rne r s  of t h e  openings.  The 
mantel i n  t h i s  room has e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks wi th  recessed  v e r t i c a l  e l l i p s e s  suppor ted  
on coupled reeded Roman Doric c o l o n e t t e s  and suppor t ing  i n  t u r n  a  t h i c k  s h e l f .  
There i s  a  c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  wi th  a  recessed  e l l i p s e  a s  we l l .  

In  t h e  sou theas t  (d in ing)  room i s  a  mantel bear ing  s i n g l e  Roman Doric c o l o n e t t e s  
which support  p l a i n  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks and an unembellished f r i e z e .  F lush  
wainscoting wi th  a  symmetrical ly molded c h a i r  r a i l  is  c a r r i e d  around t h e  room. 

(See con t inua t ion  Sheet  #2) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Grapeland belongs t o  the  Eas t e rn  Shore ' s  important  group o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  
s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,  Federal-period houses, a  group which inc ludes  Brownsvil le ,  Happy 
Union, Kerr P lace ,  Wharton Place,and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s .  Among t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  
f e a t u r e s  of t hese  houses a r e  t h e i r  f i n e  propor t ions ,  p r e c i s e  brickwork, and hand- 
some i n t e r i o r  woodwork. The ex i s t ence  of  t h e s e  p laces  se rves  a s  ev idence  of  t h e  
Shore 's  cont inuing  p r o s p e r i t y  fol lowing t h e  Revolut ion and of t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  
f i n e  craf tsmanship and design.  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  owners of most of  t h e  p l aces  
were involved i n  s e a  t r a d e  might exp la in  t h e  k insh ip  of  t hese  houses t o  those  of  
Norfolk o r  Baltimore. 

The house wzs e r e c t e d  f o r  Edward W. Addison s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  purchase  of  t h e  
proper ty  (350 a c r e s )  from t h e  White f a n i l y  i n  1825. He had it set i n  a  connnand- 
ing  p o s i t i o n  above t e r r a c e d  gardens leading  down t o  Occohannock Creek, one of 
the  many navigable  t r i b u t a r i e s  of t h e  Chesapeake Bay. The e x t e r i o r  was embel- 
l i s h e d  wi th  such Fede ra l  m o t i f s  as  r i c h l y  d e t a i l e d  bracketed c o r n i c e s  and p l a s t e r e d  
b e l t  courses ,  while  t h e  i n t e r i o r  was decorated wi th  carved mante ls ,  p l a s t e r  c o r n i c e s ,  
and a  f i n e  Fede ra l  s t a i r .  The whole i n t e r i o r  was enr iched  w i t h  a n  e l a b o r a t e  scheme 
of marbleizing and g ra in ing .  Much of t h i s  pa in ted  decora t ion  s u r v i v e s  on t h e  
second f l o o r  and ranks  among t h e  s t a t e ' s  outs tanding  examples of  t h e  a r t .  

Grapeland remained i n  t h e  Addison family u n t i l  1875 when t h e  home t r a c t  was s o l d  
t o  E l i zabe th  A. ' h r n e r  who gave it t o  Mary E. Turner,  w i fe  of  John T. Wilkins.  
I n  1880,the Wilkinses s o l d  i t  t o  E l i j a h  J. White of  S t .  Louis  who s e v e r a l  yea r s  
l a t e r  s o l d  it t o  George Holtzgrewe a l s o  of  S t .  Louis.  I n  1894 i t  was acqu i red  by 
Leonidas R.  mugh ty  whose fami ly  he ld  t h e  proper ty  W t i l  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  P r i o r  t o  
i t s  l a t e s t  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  by Mrs. Ann Pardee, t h e  house was abandoned and had f a l l e n  
prey t o  vandals .  It i s  c u r r e n t l y  undergoing a  c a r e f u l  r e s t o r a t i o n .  



Whitelaw, Ralph T. V i r g i n i a ' s  E a s t e r n  Shore .  Richmond, Va.: V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c a l  - 
S o c i e t y ,  1951 .  
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( 7 )  DESCRIPTION 

A m a n t e l  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  room i s  used i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  chamber.  
There is  a  p e d e s t a l  c h a i r  r a i l  i n  t h i s  room, b u t  no w a i n s c o t .  Remnants o f  a  
V i c t o r i a n  s t e n c i l e d  f r i e z e  s u r v i v e  on t h e  w a l l s .  

The second f l o o r  i s  n o t a b l e  f o r  i t s  s u r v i v i n g  p a i n t e d  d e c o r a t i o n .  The n o r t h w e s t  
chamber h a s  p ink t r i m  w i t h  a  g r e e n  w a i n s c o t  and marb le i6ed  b a s e b o a r d .  I n  t h e  
s o u t h w e s t  room, t h e  baseboard  and a t t i c  s t a i r  r i s e r s  a r e  m a r b l e i z e d ,  and a n  a r c h  
w i t h  f l u t e d  Roman D o r i c  p i l a s t e r s  frames t h e  doorway t o  a  p a s s a g e  which  l e a d s  t o  
t h e  r e a r  rooms. Marb le ized  baseboards  and a  g r a i n e d  d o o r  e m b e l l i s h  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
room, which is f u r t h e r  e n r i c h e d  b y  a  m a n t e l  w i t h  a n  u n u s u a l  f y l f o t  c r o s s  i n  i t s  
f r i e z e .  

Two e a r l y  o u t b u i l d i n g s  s u r v i v e .  A much-a l t e red ,  c e n t r a l  chimney,  f o u r - b a y ,  f rame 
k i t c h e n  b u i l d i n g ,  which was a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  house  f o r  a  t i m e ,  h a s  been moved from 
a  p o s i t i o n  n e a r  t h e  house t o  one  s e v e r a l  hundred f e e t  n o r t h e a s t  o f  i t .  An 
e q u a l  d i s t a n c e  e a s t  o f  t h e  house  s t a n d s  a  r a r e ,  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  f rame 
s t a b l e ,  s q u a r e  i n  p l a n .  The gable-end e n t r y  b u i l d i n g  i s  i n  a n  advanced s t a t e  o f  
d i l a p i d a t i o n ,  b u t  i t  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s t a l l s  and many o t h e r  e a r l y  f i t t i n g s .  

S t r e t c h i n g  a l o n g  a n  e a s t e r n  l i n e  drawn between t h e  house  and t h e  s t a b l e  a r e  t h r e e  
d e p r e s s i o n s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  20 x  30 f e e t .  S o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  one i s  a  much 
l a r g e r  d e p r e s s i o n ,  a b o u t  30 x  40 f e e t .  Nor th  o f  t h e  s t a b l e  a r e  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  a  
course -and-a -ha l f  b r i c k  underp inn ing  o f  undetermined s i z e ,  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  t h e  owner 
a s  t h e  r u i n s  o f  a n o t h e r  s t a b l e .  The e a r l y ,  much-worn road  t o  t h e  o l d  l a n d i n g  
p a s s e s  between t h e  s t a b l e  and t h e  e a s t e r n m o s t  o f  t h e  t h r e e  a l i g n e d  d e p r e s s i o n s .  

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The 14 a c r e s  o f  b o t h  t r e e - c o v e r e d  and open l a n d  which compr i se  t h e  Grape land  
p r o p e r t y  b o r d e r  on t h e  s o u t h  bank o f  Occohannock Creek and p r o v i d e  a commanding 
s e t t i n g  f o r  t h i s  e s t a t e .  The nominated a c r e a g e  i n c o r p o r a t e s  t h e  immediate g r o u n d s ,  
t h e  t e r r a c e d  y a r d ,  e x i s t i n g  o u t b u i l d i n g s ,  s i t e s  o f  d e s t r o y e d  o u t b u i l d i n g s ,  and t h e  
w a t e r f r o n t .  








